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LETTER FROM THE.
PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow Handlers:

As we reach our first year milestone, I want to

take this opportunity to give an update of what
we have accomplished the past year. We spent

the early months obtaining our incorporation,
501(c)(3), developing critical methodologies, our
constitution and by-laws and developing our
financial plan. The later part of the year was, of
course, more exciting for all of us as we started

developing our canine related programs.

The Executive Board has completed the first step
of our Strategic Plan which will help us grow
and provide vision and direction. The Executive
Board feels that the Strategic Plan is a living
document that will grow with the organization.

Applications for membership began in June
2007. Currently, we have 16 Founding
Members, 2 Lifetime Members and 261
Introductory Members.  The Founding and
Introductory memberships will end on May 31
2008. We will continue to offer Lifetime
memberships. On June 1, 2008, the $40. annual
membership fee will begin.

We have initiated the website based Amember
program which will automatically send out
renewal notices to members before their
membership expires. We will also use this
program to keep our members informed about
activities within NSDA. Over the next couple of
months, our website will reflect upgraded
information and improved design.

We are in the process of holding our first
Executive Board election with the elected
members taking their places on the Executive
Board in June. We have been blessed to have
Jennifer Massey, Scott Robbins and Mary Jane
Boyd serve on the Executive Board for the first
year. Their replacements will have very large
shoes to fill. For the first time, we are also
adding a ninth board member to provide us with
an uneven number of directors on the board. We
expect great things from our Executive Board,
both from those who will remain (Terry Crooks,
Lisa Higgins, Sherry Scruggs, Norma Snelling
and Dee Wild) and from our new directors. Our
second year of operations is shaping up to be
both exciting and challenging as we begin
implementing our standards and other projects.

Our quarterly membership conference calls
provide our members with an opportunity to hear
what is taking place on an administrative level in
the organization. @~ We also welcome and
encourage members to contact the Board with
any ideas they may have to improve the
organization. As a result of a member’s
suggestion that we adopted and put into action
Webinars for the canine community. This
project is covered in more detail later in this
letter.

Our organization is fortunate to have handlers
from around the world who c ame forward,
offering to help in any way they can. Currently
we have over 90 handlers worldwide who have
stepped up to help support our efforts. A major
reason NSDA has grown so rapidly is the hard
work and effort that these individuals and the
Executive Board have given.



