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TRAINING

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

NSDA provides this list for your convenience.

January 21-25, 2008; Trailing, Air Scent,
Land and Water HRD Training Seminar in
Forsyth, Ga. Hosted by Central Georgia K9
Search and Rescue. For more information visit
our website:http://www.centralgeorgiak9sar.com
or deepark10@bellsouth.net

Feb 28-March 1st 2008; Airscent Seminar
hosted by North Alabama Search Dog Assoc.
For more information: check the website at
http://www.nasdak9.org/airscent08.htm or email
info@nasdak9.org

September 19-21, 2008; Dog Meet, presented
by Intermountain Search Dogs, Spokane WA.
Location: Camp Reed north of Spokane,
Washington. For more information, contact Julie
Wilson at DM2008@live.com

JOIN NSDA

Join an organization /
whose aim is to provide \
programs designed and

developed for the dog handler. Take part in
the building of those programs and
standards. Assist in the progression of SAR
canine training and certification. Work with
and learn from the best dog handlers in the
country. See the Alliance’s website at

www.n-sda.org for further information and
an application.




NSDA CONFERENCE

The National Search Dog Alliance has partnered
with the Indiana Department of Homeland
Security, Division of Training and their Mari
Hulman George Search and Rescue Training
Center to host a Canine Search and Rescue
Conference. The Conference will be held in
Edenburgh, Indiana. In an effort to provide
additional training opportunities and camping
facilities, NSDA has opted to move the
conference to September 18-21, 2008.

Stand by for more information in the January
newsletter regarding local hotels, camping, and
the training facilities such as the rubble pile and
buildings to search. This is a conference
dedicated to DOGS and their people. Check out
the 30,000 acre Camp Atterbury on the net.

NEWSLETTER VIEWING

The current issue of the NSDA newsletter
will now be posted on the website at www.n-
sda.org so that it can be viewed at anytime.
After a month, it will be archived.
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NSDA MOTTO FINALISTS

The Board has selected four finalists from
45 slogan entries. Now it is up to the
membership to choose the one most
appropriate for the organization.

When choosing, keep the goals of NSDA
in mind. It is open and available to the
members, welcoming their input and
suggestions. It offers educational classes,
regional seminars, national standards,
testing and certification as well as
communication  within  the canine
community. It is versatile with members
from seven (7) countries and most every
state.

Please carefully read the guidelines
suggested by the Board for the selection of
the NSDA motto.

It should be:
e unique to the Alliance.
e original.
e cClear.
e positive.
e easily repeatable and remembered.

Choose one finalist from the list below and
send your choice to snelling@olypen.com
by January 10, 2008.

1. The Voice of K9 Search & Rescue.
2. United in purpose.
3. United, we save more lives.

4. Working Together to Search for the
Missing.

Membership Meeting Postponed

The meeting that was planned for the last
quarter of this year will take place on
January 19, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. central time.
If you are interested in being on the
conference call, please email President Dee
Wild at dwild1@bellsouth.net.

Conference Presenters

Anyone interested in presenting a canine
related program at the first NSDA
conference in Indiana, please contact
Norma Snelling at snelling@olypen.org or
Dee  Wild at dwildl@bellsouth.net.
Classrooms and plenty of acreage are
available.

"Pearls of Wisdom".

Hey, You Old Timers!! If you can't use a
computer, you can write it longhand!

We are starting a column called "Pearls of
Wisdom". You know, those things that you
learned the hard way and can now tell
someone else how to do it easier.
Remember those things that, once learned,
seemed to go so much smoother on the next
trip or the next training, things that the
newbies don't know if you don't tell them.
Help them out here. Send your thoughts,
comments and/or suggestions to
newsletter@n-sda.org.

Or those of you who have no Pearls of
Wisdom, how about sharing your "Biggest
Bloopers"?

For example: [ really don't know why |
wrapped the line around my two middle
fingers just before my trailing dog air
scented the subject. As | picked myself up
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off of the ground, | noticed that hand was
about 1/4" longer than the other one.

Share memories in a light hearted manner
that will make everyone laugh and also
teach some valued lessons. Submissions
may be anonymous Send your article to
newsletter@n-sda.org.

==

- The NSDA Education

\ 4 Committee is eagerly seeking

members willing to help

establish educational

materials and programs for

the Alliance. As all SAR dog

handlers know, quality materials, input,

feedback, and courses are essential to
building quality SAR dog resources.

Looking for
Educators!

The Committee is interested in exploring
different media, incorporating CD and DVD
formats as well as written materials.
Persons with practical and/or educational
knowledge, training and experience; or have
experience writing, filming, editing, and/or
producing educational materials, YOU ARE
NEEDED!

Here are some the projects to be
undertaken in the next few months:

1. Training Manual (slated for January
through April, 2008)

2. Evaluator Workshop (by April 2008)

3. Canine Team Guidelines Manual (by
June 2008)

People who would like to help NSDA
produce these much needed materials,
please consider joining the Education
Committee. Send a quick email by January
1, 2008 to Norma Snelling at
snelling@olypen.com. Please enclose a
brief description of your SAR experience as
well as your professional career. Indicate

what project you might like to work on so
that Norma may start to create appropriate
subcommittees.

Please help NSDA meet its goal “to provide
programs designed and developed for the
dog handler.” It takes everyone to create an
Alliance!

K-9 HOLIDAY SAFETY

HAZARD: Christmas

Tree Water

DETAILS: Tree A

fertilizers can o

contaminate stagnant ).

water and breed _ﬂ
. e, LA

bacteria that cause A

gastrointestinal upset.
SYMPTOMS:  Drooling
which may be a sign of
nausea; painful stomachaches which often
result in vomiting.

PRECAUTIONS: Cover the water with a
drape, use a tree skirt or buy an artificial
tree.

HAZARD:
Candles
DETAILS: Besides being a
fire hazard when left
unattended, the flames can
burn your K-9.

SYMPTOMS: Subdued
behavior while tending to the wounded limb
or not using it.

PRECAUTIONS: Place candles out of
animal’s reach or use electric menorah or
electric candles.

Hanukkah

HAZARD: Candy

DETAILS: The sweetener @i{\

Xylitol can cause seizures. @ ‘{%
Dark chocolate has the

stimulant methyxanthine <
which can affect the central nervous system.
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SYMPTOMS: Vomiting, diarrhea, rapid
heartbeat, muscle trembling, liver failure.
PRECAUTIONS: Keep candy high up where
it cannot be reached by the animal.

HAZARD: Christmas
Tree Decorations

DETAILS:  Ingesting AN

; , ; ., T
lights, tinsel or ribbon <, =
can cause intestinal -4":;{?}:; R
obstruction. Glass -_—h
ornaments can cut SN
internal  tissues if - yor—
ingested, cut paws if L
broken. -

SYMPTOMS: Pawing at the mouth, bleeding
or cuts, vomiting, loss of appetite.
PRECAUTIONS: Immediately remove
ornaments or tinsel that fall to the floor.
Decorate the bottom half of your tree with
decorations that will not break.

HAZARD: Holiday
Plants and Flowers
DETAILS: Holly berries
can be toxic and
mistletoe may cause
gastrointestinal and
cardiovascular
problems.

SYMPTOMS: \omiting,
diarrhea and lethargy if ingested.
PRECAUTIONS: Make sure mistletoe is
fastened firmly so it will not fall. Keep holly
out of reach also. Or buy artificial plants and
flowers.

Source: Nationally syndicated pet columnist Gina
Spadafori and Dr. Steven Hansen, DVM, and senior
vice-president of the ASPCA.

membership update

14 Founding Members
2 Life Members
197 Introductory Members

K-9 MEMORIAL
ESTABLISHED

The National Search Dog
Alliance has established a
memorial for SAR canine
handlers to recognize
their absent K-9 partners.
Canines are eligible whether they were in
training or had been certified. The Alliance’s
web page (www.n-sda.orq) will feature the
canines.

NSDA members may submit a photo and up
to 300 words to NSDA President Dee Wild
at dwildl@bellsouth.net or mail to National
Search Dog Alliance, K-9 Memorial, P.O.
Box 925053, Houston, TX 77292.

INQUIRING MINDS

For someone
- who has a
guestion, a list
is provided
below of who
to contact in
NSDA. Their
areas of
responsibility as well as their e-mail
addresses are shown.

Norma Snelling
snelling@olypen.com

e Organizational Committees
e Fund Raising

e Management Advisory

e Policy & Procedures

e Public Relations

e Editing
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Sherry Scruggs

k-9tracer@cox.net

Education
2008
Conference
Trainings
Testing
Evaluators

Terry Crooks

tcrooks@frontiernet.net

e End User
Agencies

e Law Enforcement

National Park

Service

National Ski Patrol

Lisa Higgins
dlhiggy@bellsouth.net

e Standards

e Area

e Avalanche

e Disaster

e HRD

e Tracking/Trailing
e Water

e Guidelines

Mary Jane Boyd

mjb5778@aol.com

Research
Search Dog
Studies

Scent Theory
New Product
Review

nﬂ

Jennifer Massey
imassey@vsrda.org

e Membership
 Newsletter
e Website

YOUR BOARDS

Executive Board--

Dee Wild, President dwildl @bellsouth.net
Norma Snelling, Vice-President snelling@olypen.com
Sherry Scruggs, Secretary k-Otracer@cox.net
Mary Jane Boyd, Treasurer mjb5778@aol.com
Terry Crooks tcrooks@frontiernet.net

Lisa Higgins dihiggy@bellsouth.net
Jennifer Massey jmassey@vsrda.org

Scott Robbins: sredbirds@bendbroadband. com

Advisory Board--

e Susan Bulanda
Cheryl Kennedy
Marcia Koenig
Robert Koester
Dr. Lawrence Meyers
Carol Ann Namur
Robert Noziska
Renee Speltz
A. E. Wolff




