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New Offer for NSDA Members

National Search

Dog Alliance has

teamed up with

Ruffwear,

= @ providing savings

e\ up to 50%

% savings for

NSDA members.

Ruffwear designs
quality products for active canines.

Ruffwear carries a large selection of
products that are manufactured to last.
Their product line is extensive and wide
ranging.

Information will be e-mailed to members with
instructions on purchasing products from
Ruffwear.

INAUGURAL NSDA CONFERENCE

The National Search Dog Alliance has
partnered with the Indiana Department of
Homeland Security, Division of Training and
their Mari Hulman George Search and
Rescue Training Center to host the First
Annual Canine Search and Rescue
Conference. The Conference will be held on
March 27 — 30, 2008, in Edenburgh, Indiana

.This outstanding canine training site will
offer attendees a wide variety of areas to
train their canine partner. As this very
special canine search and rescue training
conference is developed, NSDA will post
additional information in future newsletters
and on the website.

TRAINING

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

NSDA provides this list for your convenience.

Feb 28-March 1st 2008; Airscent Seminar
hosted by North Alabama Search Dog Assoc.
For more information:
http://www.nasdak9.org/airscent08.htm or email
info@nasdak9.org

SAR Pioneer Dies

-

On October 21, 2007,

Carolyn Hebard lost

her battle with cancer

e and passed away in
-\

‘ her sleep. A memorial
’ A service was held at her

LI—- home in Gainesville,
Florida.

The general public is probably most familiar
with Carolyn through her book, So That
Others May Live: Carolyn
Hebard and Her Search-and-
Rescue Dogs. She co-
authored the book with Hank
Whittemore in 1995. At that
time she had spent twenty-
five years training herself and
her dogs to locate people at
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disaster sites. The book offers graphic
accounts of SAR efforts following the 1985
Mexico City earthquake, 1995 Oklahoma
City bombing of the federal building and
other catastrophes.

In the December 23, 1988, New York Times,
Ari L. Goldman wrote: “American
emergency relief workers, all of them
seasoned in disaster assistance, said after
returning from Soviet Armenia this week that
nothing  could
have prepared
them for the
scale of human
tragedy they
encountered

after the Dec. 7
earthquake.

“Caroline
Hebard, who
together with her search dog, Aly, were
veterans of earthquakes in Latin America,
said in an interview that she was shaken by
the absence of children in Leninakan, one of
the hardest hit Armenian cities.

“Think of the schools that went down - 800
kids in some, 500 in others, 200 in others,’
said  Mrs.
Hebard, the
mother  of
four from
Bernardsuvill
e, N.J.
‘When we
were in
Mexico and
San
Salvador,
there were
always kids around petting the dogs. Here,
most were killed.’

“Mrs. Hebard was with the first American
team to reach the scene after the
earthquake that took more than 55,000 lives.

Frans de Waal also wrote about Mrs.
Hebard in his book, The Ape and the Sushi
Master, _ Cultural __Reflections by a
Primatologist: “...When rescue dogs
encounter too many dead people, they lose
interest in their job regardless of how much
praise and goodies they get.

“This was discovered by Caroline Hebard,
the U.S. pioneer of canine search and
rescue, during the Mexico City earthquake
of 1985. Hebard recounts how her German
shepherd, Aly, reacted to finding corpse
after corpse and few survivors. Aly would
be all excited and joyful if he detected
human life in the rubble, but became
depressed by all the death. In Hebard’s
words, Aly regarded humans as his friends,
and he could not stand to be surrounded by
So many dead friends:....”

Brad Dennis, Director of Search Operations
for KlaasKIDS Foundation’s National Search
Center for Missing Children, said Carolyn’s
death was a “great loss of a pioneer in
search and rescue.”
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NSDA STATS

Founding
Members: 14
Life Members: 2
Introductory
Members: 192
Newsletter
Subscribers: 708

The reason a dog has so many friends
is that he wags his tail instead of his

tongue.
-Anonymous
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Hartz Recalls Vitamins due to
Salmonella

The Hartz Mountain
Corporation is recalling
one specific lot of Hartz
Vitamin Care for pets
due to concerns that
one or more bottles
within the lot may have
been potentially
contaminated with
Salmonella. Hartz is fully cooperating with
the US Food and Drug Administration in this
voluntary recall.

For more specific info on this recall please
visit:
http://www.nationalpetfoundation.com/foods/
hartz.html

Wildfire Safety Tips for SAR
Personnel

Search and rescue personnel are often
called out during wildfires to assist in
evacuations,
provide medical
support, search
for missing
persons, or
rescue  injured
firefighters. The
recent massive
wildfires in
Southern
California

highlighted how critical it is to understand
wildfire behavior and safety.

The link below provides essential
information on the factors that influence a
fire’s behavior; how terrain and weather
conditions affect the fire’s spread; and safety
protocols, including fire orders, watch out

situations, evacuation, emergency
procedures, and medical procedures.

http://members.impulse.net/~mlynch/WildFir
eSafety.html

SAR Resources Used to Locate
Missing Persons in San Diego Wildfire

A member of the San Diego Mountain
Rescue Team reported that the San Diego
County Sheriff's SAR Unit (60-70 members)
and SDMRT (22 members) participated in
the disaster response. SAR efforts focused
on a search for a couple who could not be
accounted for.

The mixed team of
SDMRT and Sheriff's
SAR found one body
and then turned the
investigation over to
the San Diego Police
Department. Police
personnel later found
the second body in
the couple’s burned
out house. Search efforts for victims
continued for a few days although none
were found.

Additional information about the Southern
California Wildfires can be found at:
http://cms.firehouse.com/web/online/Wildlan
d-Firefighting/Less-Wind-Helps-Crews-
Ramp-Up-Fight-Agains t-California-
Wildfires/4$56877

You can say any foolish thing to a dog,
and the dog will give you a look that
says, 'Wow, you're right! | never

would've thought of that!'
Dave Barry
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BEYOND THE BODY FARM
A book review by Sue Wolff

Beyond the Body Farm is new non-fiction
from the writing duo of Dr. Bill Bass and Jon
Jefferson. Dr. Bass is a well known forensic
anthropologist who founded the Body Farm
at the University of Tennessee (a location
made famous by author Patricia Cornwell in
her novel The Body Farm). Jon is a
journalist, documentary filmmaker and a
nationally certified Search and Rescue
Technician.

This book is a sequel to the authors’ book,
Death’s Acre. That non-fiction work was a
memoir of Dr. Bass’ revolutionary work in
the field of forensic anthropology.

In Beyond the Body Farm, Dr. Bass
discusses some of his more famous (or
infamous) cases. He uses side scan sonar
to look for an airplane and two passengers
who have been missing for thirty-five years.
Dr. Bass works on a three thousand year old
death scene in an attempt to piece together
what happened. He exhumes the body of
the “Big Bopper”, a 1950’s rock star, to
determine cause of death and either refute
or confirm rumors regarding the singer's
demise.

The book is a delightful chat with Dr. Bass.
It is easy reading, enjoyable as well as
educational. Highly recommended reading
for anyone but especially for human remains
detection handlers.

K-9 MEMORIAL
ESTABLISHED

The National Search Dog Alliance has
established a memorial for SAR canine
handlers to recognize their absent K-9
partners. Canines are eligible whether they
were in training or had been certified. The

Alliance’'s web page (www.n-sda.org) will
feature the canines.

NSDA members may submit a photo and up
to 300 words to NSDA President Dee Wild
at dwild1@bellsouth.net or mail to National
Search Dog Alliance, K-9 Memorial, P.O.
Box 925053, Houston, TX 77292.

JOIN NSDA

Join an organization whose aim is to provide
programs designed and developed for the
dog handler. Take part in the building of
those programs and standards. Assist in the
progression of SAR canine training and
certification. Work with and learn from the
best dog handlers in the country

See the Alliance’s website at www.n-sda.org
for further information and an application.

Yip-Yap

By Dana Kirsch Ray

e Author’s correction to last month's Yip Yap
article: The flight from Cleveland to
Washington State with a search dog, that
included a 4 hour layover in Atlanta, was not
the personal experience of the author. It was
a story related to the author by a reader and
reprinted with the consent of that person. I'd
like to apologize for any confusion

Distraction training

We got a new
ram this
weekend. We
have a very
small herd, just
five sheep, but
the dogs love to
steer them
around the yard.
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When we actually need to move the animals
into or out of their pen, the border collie gets
the job done with the least amount of
barking, spinning and craziness. However
it's great to practice obedience and other
skills around this distraction.

Distraction training is the key to success
under actual search conditions. The more
you can work through distractions, the better
you will perform in the field. When you're
given that search assignment with 150 cats
living in the trailer across the way, you and
your canine can handle it. I've also had to
search an entire hillside with some stray
following my dog.

Distraction training is not something you do
suddenly or when you're bored with other
training. Distractions should be introduced
in a careful, progressive way and built into
your overall training plan.

During your obedience session, start with
small distractions such as toys lying around
on the ground. Progress to having people
pull, drop, move and play with these toys.
Motion is a bigger temptation than the toy
itself. Add food pots to the area for the dog
to work around. This is especially important
if you ever have to work past a McDonalds!

Progress slowly, adding bicyclists, other
dogs playing nearby, and more. It will

become evident what is your dog's special
weakness. Build up the quantity of things
you're doing simultaneously. Go slow.

Trying to work around livestock is often
more distracting than working around other
dogs. Livestock are prey animals for most
canines, they will respond according to the
approach of a dog. Other dogs, even
skittish ones, may approach in a friendly
manner but the livestock will run. The flock
moves in a manner that is alluring to even
the most un-herding of dogs. The herd
responds to your dog’s gaze and many dogs
find it very empowering to be able to turn an
animal with a flick of their tail.

Practicing obedience around livestock does
take some practice. As a handler, you must
create a way for the dog to achieve success
or you will quickly have de-motivated your
dog. The balance should be no less than
eight (8) parts success to two (2) parts
failure. This is very important.

Even more important is to have fun out
there! Remember if you're not sweating,
you’re not dog training!

Questions for t his
traininggaucas.torog s @n
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