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TRAINING 

 

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and 

conferences will be listed in each newsletter.  If you know 

of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at 

newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included. 

 

NSDA provides this list for your convenience. 

 

October 19-21, 2007; trailing seminar, in North 

Central Connecticut with Mark Holmes.  

Information and Registration at www.task-9.org 

 

October 27-28, 2007:  K911: Emergency Life 

Support for the Search and Rescue Dog, 

Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI.  

Registration and information available at 

www.wmrl.net/k911  

 

November 9-11, 2007:  The Dupont Rescue 

Experience, Henderson/Transylvania, NC; 

simulated search and rescue operations in a 

wilderness environment.  Information and 

registration at 

http://www.ncsar.com/dupont2007.pdf  

 

Feb 28-March 1st 2008; Airscent Seminar 

hosted by North Alabama Search Dog Assoc. 

For more information:  

http://www.nasdak9.org/airscent08.htm  or email 

info@nasdak9.org  

 

Happy 

Fall 

Y’all 

K-9 MEMORIAL 

ESTABLISHED 

 

The National Search Dog 

Alliance has established a 

memorial for SAR canine 

handlers to recognize their K-9 

partners who are no longer with them.  Canines 

are eligible whether they were in training or had 

been certified.  The Alliance’s web page 

(www.n-sda.org) will feature the canines. 

 

NSDA members may submit a photo and up to 

300 words to NSDA president Dee Wild at 

dwild1@bellsouth.net or mail to National Search 

Dog Alliance, K-9 Memorial, P.O. Box 925053, 

Houston, TX 77292.   

 

JOIN NSDA 

 

Do you want to help shape the future of SAR 

dog handlers?  Do you have K-9 needs that are 

not being met by other groups? 

 

If so, then the National Search Dog Alliance is 

for you. 

 

Join an organization 

whose aim is to provide 

programs designed and 

developed for the dog 

handler.  Take part in 

the building of those 

programs and 

standards.  Assist in the progression of SAR 

canine training and certification.  Work with and 

learn from the best dog handlers in the country 

 

See the Alliance’s website at www.n-sda.org for 

further information and an application. 
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NSDA Quarterly Meeting Report 

 

On September 22, 2007, the first quarterly 

membership meeting was held by conference call.  

President Dee Wild opened the meeting with a brief 

overview of the completed activities and some of the 

future projects being considered.  In addition to the 

President’s report, the Vice President, Treasurer and 

Secretary provided their reports.  Each Board 

Member provided information regarding the status of 

the different committees.  The minutes in their 

entirety will be posted on the National Search Dog 

Alliance website, www.n-sda.org, by Friday, October 

19, 2007.   

 

 

 

NSDA Seeking 

Assistance 

 

NSDA is looking for 

people that, in their 

professional careers, are involved in marketing, 

education, research or strategic planning.  Please 

contact Norma Snelling at snelling@olypen.com 

if you have a wish to assist with Public 

Relations, Marketing, Education, the 2008 

Conference or Fund Raising.   

 

 

 

East, West 

German 

Shepherds 

 

As Germany 

celebrates 17 

years of 

reunification, the 

formerly communist East and capitalist West 

disagree over whose shepherds are superior. 

 

In the more than four decades of Germany’s 

division, the dogs developed different looks:  

Eastern shepherds are mostly dark gray or black 

while the Western dogs have the better-known 

black and tan appearance.  West German 

shepherds also have a characteristically sloped 

back while their East German counterparts have 

a straighter back.  The East German shepherd is 

making a comeback among the 75,000 members 

of the German Shepherds’ Club in Europe and 

even abroad. 

 

The debate over which type is superior is fueled 

by the near mythical status the shepherd has in 

Germany where it is celebrated for embodying 

traditional German virtues like loyalty, reliability 

and resilience.   

 

Information obtained from an article by Kirsten Grieshaber  of the 

Associated Press 

Dog laws up for 

comment 

Albany, Oregon, will 

decide whether people 

should be allowed to keep 

more than two dogs.  City 

staff had suggested that pet 

owners pay $500 for a 

permit to keep more than two dogs over 6 

months old and that unanimous written 

permission from neighbors within 100 feet be 

required.  Councilors said a $500 fee was too 

high and suggested $50 per dog instead, said city 

spokeswoman Marilyn Smith.  Councilor Ralph 

Reid Jr. opposed the reduced fee.  The 

notification area was extended to 300 feet, which 

Councilor Dick Olsen opposed, Smith said.  The 

council tentatively set an October 24 hearing 

date for further discussion. 

From the Democrat-Herald, Albany, Oregon 

Editor’s Comment:  In many areas of the country, 

ALL dogs are considered pets...SAR dogs, police 

dogs, even seeing eye dogs.  As communities 

consider, and even pass, ordinances to “control” 

the pet population, many working dogs and 

handlers will suffer.  Don’t make the mistake of 

assuming that “pet” laws do not apply to you 

and your working canine. 
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NSDA FINANCIAL 

REPORT 

 

Attached to this newsletter is 

an un-audited report on the 

financial status of NSDA to September 30, 2007. 

 

Yip-Yap 

By Dana Kirsch Ray  

 

Opinions expressed in 

this column are those of 

the author and not 

necessarily those of the 

National Search Dog Alliance. 

 

The question is:  what do I need to know to fly 

with my SAR dog? 

 

Since I have my pilot’s license, I have been able to 

respond in a small Cessna prop aircraft to searches 

with my dog and friends.  With my old dog, I've 

flown dozens of commercial flights to conferences, 

SAR trainings and more all across the country.  My 

old dog’s first helicopter ride was at 10 weeks of age 

stuffed inside my jacket; we were dropped off on a 

mountain top and skied down.  It was a very cool 

training day!  

 

Last year I flew to the state of Washington on Delta, 

it was the only airline that allowed the dogs to 

accompany us in the cabin and there were no 

additional charges for the dogs.  They lost our 

luggage (including all of the dog stuff) but we did 

finally get everything late the following day.  It was a 

lot of work since we had to stay on Delta connecting 

flights; we ended up sitting in Atlanta for four long 

hours to catch our flight back to Cleveland.  

 

It is an age-old question to fly with the dog or to 

drive?  Flying with your dog does not have to be a 

bad experience or a chore, but you do need to be 

prepared.  

 

 Practice going to the airport and walking your dog 

around, especially if he/she is known to be spooky 

or isn’t used to the hustle of large crowds, 

extremely loud noises and/or unusual odors. 

 

Then practice walking around the airport with the 

dog, bag and dragging a roller-board! 

 

Here's what I've learned about air travel, with and 

without dog. 

 

Choose your airline carefully . 

Start with Orbitz, or Priceline, or your favorite 

discount airline website.  Determine which air 

carriers provide a flight to your destination.  

Sometimes you might have to rent a car and drive the 

last 100 miles which is inconvenient but might save 

you big $$$.  

 

Southwest will not allow the dog in cabin no matter 

what kind of emergency it is.  This information is 

difficult to get when you call the airline. I know of 

one person who did not realize it was a problem until 

he showed up at the airport and was not allowed on 

the plane.  He had to rent a car and drive at the last 

minute. Consequently he arrived a day late to the 

seminar.  

 

United charges $60 each way, Continental charges 

$95 each way.  It is a good idea to check other 

airlines to see if you can do better. Once you have the 

dog on the plane, the trip with United goes very 

smoothly.   

 

Delta’s tickets are often pricey.  This is why I 

recommend starting with Priceline.  If you happen to 

be going to Delta's hub (Salt Lake City, Atlanta, or 

Cincinnati), you will get the best deal.  It will be 

cheap and non-stop; plus there is no charge for the 

dog.  

 

American, Alaskan and Northwest are a dream. 

Reasonable rates for you, no charge for the dog, and 

no hassle about the dog.  

 

Make your reservation on the 

phone 

The secret is not to make the 

reservation online.  On the 

other hand, if you do, call 

them immediately afterwards 

and have them add a note to 

the record stating that a SAR 

dog will be in cabin with you. 

 

Each airline has different rules regarding the dogs.  

Often the people who take the reservation become 

confused about the issue of transporting a SAR vs.  
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service vs. pet dog.  Some are not aware of the rules, 

so do not hesitate to ask them to look up the policy. 

 

Be prepared to hold for 30 minutes or more while 

they do.  Repeat this phrase: "a search and rescue 

dog, keep reading, it has its own section".  They will 

have to scroll way down to the bottom to find it.  

Often they get lazy and say "we can't do this" for 

xxxx reason.  This is just laziness on their part 

because they've stopped reading.  Here are some of 

the common excuses I've heard:  

 

 Animals are not allowed between May and 

October.  This rule refers to shipping the dog in 

the cargo section in a crate because of the extreme 

temperatures that can occur.  This does not apply 

to you because your dog will be in-cabin.  Tell 

them to keep reading.  

 

 Police Dogs are not permitted in-cabin.  This 

applies to patrol dogs so it does not apply to you.  

Even if you are with a Sheriff’s department, this is 

a Search and Rescue dog.  Tell them to keep 

reading.   

 

 We no longer accept Search and Rescue dogs 

onboard because our policy has changed.  A 

friend of mine encountered this one time.  The 

person at the ticket counter was so lazy she would 

not even look up the regulation.  As it turned out, 

this was not true.  There was no policy change and 

the situation had to be resolved on the phone with 

the airlines.  If you find yourself arguing with 

someone, an employee, another passenger, 

anyone, stop, step back, take a breath, talk to 

someone else.  

 

You may not take your dog to Hawaii, Australia or 

the United Kingdom.  They have a mandatory 

quarantine so don't even schedule a stop-over there. 

 

Do not call your dog a service animal.  This is a 

special key work phrase but it does not apply to 

Search and Rescue.  This is 

something that the ADA 

worked hard to get the DOT 

to honor so don't try to 

deceive the airline.  It will 

only ruin the hard work and 

reputation of SAR dogs.  

Some airlines MAY in fact 

put search dogs under the category of Service animal  

(Northwest does) but make sure you are re-iterating 

the fact that he/she is a search and rescue dog.  

 

Seat assignments 

You may not fly in an exit row.  Some airlines insist 

that you fly in the bulkhead row.  Others insist you 

are not permitted to fly in the bulkhead seats.  

Bulkhead seating is often more comfortable for the 

dog as there is a little more room for them.  Try to 

figure out what you want for a seat assignment before 

you get there.  

 

At the airport 

Always get to the airport 1 hour earlier than you 

normally would.  It takes a long time for them to 

"figure it out" at the front desk, at the security 

checkpoint, and even at the gate.  Be prepared for the 

wait!  Even though you already put a note in the 

reservation that you will be traveling with a search 

and rescue dog in cabin, the person at the front desk 

will be totally confused as to what you're talking 

about and they will have to look up the regulations all 

over again.  (Remember how long it took on the 

phone?  It will take this 

person the same amount 

of time).  

 

* Secret:  every 

employee behind the 

ticket counter is called a 

"manager".  This is 

because they deal with 

angry hostile people every day who want to talk to a 

manager.  The secret is to ask for their supervisor.  If 

they are unavailable, call the airlines 1 -800 number 

and talk to customer service.  Once you get someone 

on the line, hand the phone to the ticket agent.  

Remember:  these people are really good at dealing 

with people who are loud and angry so don't go there.  

 

Make sure your dog is clean and wearing a CLEAN 

shabrack.  If your dog is dirty, they can bar you from 

getting on the flight.  That is one of the things 

specifically outlined in the regulations.   

 

Bring your SAR ID card, veterinarian's health 

certificate, any travel orders if you have them or a 

letter of acceptance for the conference or school you 

are attending.  The agents often don't know what they 

are looking at but it's good to have it to show.  

 

Check your roller-board and bring one small carry-on 

bag with you for the flight. 




