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The NSDA Inaugural Conference was a great 
success due to the 111 participants and 24 
volunteers.  The Alliance’s first conference was 
held from September 18th through 21st at Camp 
Atterbury in Edinburgh, Indiana.   
 
The site offered several different training 
environments and curricula profited by the 
location.  Tracks were run among military 
buildings and included dirt roads and fields as 
well as asphalt and concrete.  HRD classes were 
allowed to utilize a key building on base that 
offered several special features.  They also used 
FEMA trailers, buses and cars.  Beginning area 
dogs worked in an area near a POW memorial 
and other area classes worked through open 
fields as well as heavy brush.  The disaster class 
was able to utilize an internationally known 
training site which included an extensive agility 
course along with three rubble piles.   

Due to the overwhelming response to the classes 
offered, several additional instructors were 
brought in prior to the conference.   
 
Due to the unforeseen 
Hurricane Ike, disaster 
instructor Teresa 
MacPherson was not 
able to attend the 
conference since she 
was assisting FEMA 
south of Houston.� 
 
Evening classes were held which provided 
additional education in K-9 motivation and crime 
scene preservation.  The NSDA annual meeting 
and an auction were also held in the evening.  
Those in attendance at the annual meeting 
learned what the organization is doing, heard 
about future projects and received updates on 
existing tasks.    
 
Holding a large conference on an unfamiliar 
military base was a challenge especially since 
classes were held in fields near military training.  
This required that everyone had to be accounted 
for and put limitations on the areas utilized.   
 
The conference taught us a great deal about 
running an event of this nature and we know that 
the next one will benefit from our lessons.  
For example, we will improve class level 
guidelines.  This will allow handlers to 
determine which class they should attend.  We 
will also limit class size and not have classes 
merge together.   
 
We appreciate everyone’s comments about the 
conference.  Without this input, we could not 
improve future conferences.  
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Conference Contacts 

 
Several teams as well as other members of 
the search and rescue community had 
products at the conference.  In case anyone 
wishes to contact them, the information is 
listed below:   
 
Tees with paw on front and “support search 
and rescue, GET LOST” on the back, see 
www.gatewaysearchdogs.org 
 
Books on search and rescue and canine 
ethology; Susan Bulanda at 
www.sbulanda.com 
 
Three different design SAR tees with K-9’s 
(i.e. and you thought all a dog could do was 
fetch; we haven’t found you yet; being 
found, priceless), e-mail to info@tnsrta.org 
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The annual meeting of the National Search Dog 
Alliance was held on September 19, 2008, at the 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security, 
Search and Rescue Training Center, Mari 
Hulman George Search and Rescue Training 
Center, Edinburgh, Indiana.   
 
President Snelling reported that the organization 
currently has $40,879.59 on hand including 
restricted funds.  This figure does not reflect 
conference expenses. 
 
Art Wolff, who was in charge of the Hernandez 
Award process, explained the basis for the 
sponsorship and introduced Susan Fife, DVM, 
one of the award winners who attended the 
conference.   
 
Larry Welker reported on the PODCASTS.  In 
June Dee Wild addressed “How NIMS will 
affect the NSDA”.  In August Art Wolff spoke 
on “Developing Relationships with Requesting 
Authorities”.  To date, there have been 146 
downloads of Dee’s PODCAST and 144 of 

Art’s.  The next PODCAST will be on October 
12th and the topic will be “Test Scenarios and 
Protocols”. 
 
Peggy Ann Buchman reported that NSDA has 16 
founding members, 3 life member and 306 
introductory members.  She also stated that, at 
the conference, one (1) new life member and 
eight (8) regular members had been added. 
 
Sue Wolff reported that the organization’s 
website has been restructured and will continue 
to be up-to-date on organization functions.  She 
also stated that the newsletter had over 1,000 
subscribers and the number of subscriptions was 
still increasing. 
 
Rebecca Foley reported on the status of the 
Policy and Procedures.  She stated that copies of 
the final document were at the conference for 
people to read and it would soon be on the 
NSDA website.  She made a point that this is a 
living document and will be modified as the 
organization’s needs change. 
 
President Snelling informed the group that Susan 
Bulanda was in charge of editing all organization 
documents as well the newsletter.  Susan is also 
in charge of book reviews. 
 
Dee Wild recognized the following people for 
their work on the conference: 
 
Jan Meyer              Registration, Certificates 
Cathy Bickford Volunteers 
Kathy Roeder  100 goody bags 
Trisha Heldman Brochures and flyers 
Dana Kirsch  Vendors 
Marcy Roberts  Organization & paperwork 
Debby Ross  Product sales 
Sam Arnold  Communications 
 
Dee Wild commented that Cathy Bickford had 
an especially hard job since she was not from 
Indiana.  She provided local volunteers as 
subjects for each class every day of the 
conference. 
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Under New Business, Dee Wild announced that 
a new program, Mentoring, will be developed.  
Dee said that the basis of the Mentoring Program 
is knowledge sharing.  She indicated that senior 
handlers would be paired with beginners to pass 
along what they have learned in SAR over the 
years.  An application process will be established 
for both mentors and recipients.   
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Conference Chair Dee Wild, Kim Gyeong Lim a 
conference attendee from Korea, President Norma 
Snelling 
 
 

 
Trying to get all the attendees in a group picture. 

 
Beginning area search handler starts her canine on a 
basic runaway. 
 
 

 
Janet Wilts (left) acts as auctioneer as Jan Meyer 
displays the item up for bid… 

 
…and they get a response. 
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by 

Pat Totillo 
 
In an effort to promote the open door policy of 
NSDA, I was asked to sit in on the Executive 
Board conference calls.  The first call I attended 
was held on September 15, 2008.  In attendance 
were Norma Snelling, Terry Crooks, Sherry 
Scruggs, Dee Wild, Jan Meyer, Cameron 
Daggett and Sue Wolff.  Absent were Jacob 
Weaver and Cris Goodhue. 
 
Final details for the conference were discussed.  
Holding a conference in an unfamiliar area 
presented many challenges.  The Executive 
Board was determined to make the conference a 
success and the attention to even the smallest of 
details was very impressive.  Dee Wild and Jan 
Meyer were complimented on their dedication 
and all the effort put forth in arranging the 
conference.  Despite the fact that Hurricane Ike 
had done severe damage to her home, Jan Meyer 
had everything under control and the certificates 
of attendance completed. 
 
Hurricane Ike presented problems in receiving 
conference registrations on time.  Due to the 
situation in Houston, mail was not getting 
delivered.  Arrangements were made to have the 
mail forwarded for the next month. 
 
Sherry Scruggs gave an update on the Disaster 
Standards.  The final document has been typed 
and approved by the Board for beta testing.  A 
request for teams to participate in beta testing 
will be forthcoming. 
 
Despite being severely impacted by Hurricane 
Ike, and having no power, Mary Jane Boyd, who 
lives in the Houston area, called in to give an 
update on the Area Standards.  The Executive 
Board had several questions/suggestions 
regarding terminology.  Mary Jane stated the 
Area Standards Committee had no problem in 
clarifying terminology but were adamant 
regarding “tinkering with the standards”.  The 
Executive Board was in total agreement.  The 

Executive Board’s position is to offer 
suggestions but it is the responsibility of the 
Standards Committee to develop the standards.  
The Peer Review and beta testing of the Area 
Standards have been completed. 
 
Several exciting items are on the drawing board.  
A written test is being developed by the 
Education Committee.  Plans are to make it 
available on line so handlers can complete that 
prior to field-testing.  This could relieve some of 
the stress on testing day! 
 
The Executive Board feels it is of utmost 
importance that NSDA develops and implements 
the evaluator program.  When all the standards 
are finalized, evaluators must be ready to hold 
certification testing.  In order for the certification 
program to be successful and credible, the 
evaluators must be educated correctly.  The 
Executive Board is in total agreement that this is 
a top priority. 
 
At the second conference call, held on 
September 29, 2008, present were Norma 
Snelling, Terry Crooks, Dee Wild, and Sherry 
Scruggs and Sue Wolff.  Cam Daggett was in 
British Columbia and out of contact.  Also 
absent were Jacob Weaver, Cris Goodhue and 
Jan Meyer. 
 
Dee Wild gave a summary of the conference.  
Although there was definitely room for 
improvement, it was an overall success.  Dee is 
reviewing the feedback provided by participants 
and will summarize them in an article for the 
newsletter.  Once again it was stressed that 
“everyone jumping in and taking care of 
everything” resulted in the success.  However 
some things were out of NSDA’s control.  
Hurricane Ike once again created a problem!  
One of the disaster instructors, Theresa 
McPherson, was unable to attend due to her 
FEMA deployment to the disaster area.  As this 
was a last minute unforeseen event, time did not 
allow bringing in another instructor. 
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Terry Crooks gave an update for the Evaluator 
Committee.  Qualifications for primary and 
apprentice evaluators are being finalized.  
Requirements and applications will be included 
in the newsletter.   
 
Norma Snelling stated that the resource list 
needs aggressive action taken.  Doing web 
searches to locate SAR teams is very time 
consuming.  Initial response to request for teams 
to be listed received minimal response.  It was 
suggested that the newsletter include the request 
on a regular bases. 
 
Sue Wolff stated that she has been contacted by 
vendors regarding placing advertisements in the 
newsletter.  At this time, the Executive Board 
decided to include a vendor list in the newsletter 
or on the web page.  This would give new 
handlers a reference for locating much needed 
products. 
 
Norma Snelling reported on the Trailing 
Standards.  There is a problem coming to a 
consensus as to the distance the dogs range from 
the track.  It was suggested that an experiment be 
conducted using tracking collars.  It is hoped that 
by downloading the tracks and making 
comparisons, valuable information will be 
obtained.  Manufacturers of the collars will be 
contacted and asked to provide not only collars 
for the experiment but technical personnel to 
process the information. 
 
To sum it up in one word….exciting!  The 
committees are working hard and moving 
forward.  A lot has been accomplished in a short 
period of time; but a lot more work is ahead.  If 
you want to be heard, get involved.  Until next 
time…… 
 

NSDA FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Attached to this newsletter is 
an un-audited report on the 

financial status of NSDA from 
inception to September 30, 

2007. 
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The NSDA Education Committee 
is expanding in order to handle 
multiple projects.  In addition to 
writing NSDA certification tests, the 
Committee is producing brochures, training 
manuals, and developing programs for CD 
distribution.  Video programs are also a 
possibility.   
 
Volunteers who are experienced in writing, 
editing, still photography and video, 
educational materials development and I.T. 
are needed.  Personnel are also needed to 
transfer information to computer in a logical 
fashion.   
 
Volunteers please contact T.C. Crippen at 
nsda.ed@gmail.com with an outline of your 
experience.   
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Editor’s Note:  The following article 
demonstrates the importance of keeping a 
log showing where material was legally 
obtained.  Also emergency personnel need 
to be sensitive to and respectful of the 
person who loses a body part. 
 
A St. Lucie, Florida, firefighter allegedly took 
an amputated foot from a crash scene to 
use to train her Human Remains Detection 
(HRD) canine.  The firefighter is Cindy 
Economu. 
 
Karl Lambert, 46, of Melbourne, had his leg 
amputated after he was involved in a traffic 
crash on I-95 in Port St. Lucie.  He was 
airlifted to the hospital but his leg was left 
behind.  Conflicting stories say Econumu 
took either the whole leg or only a foot. 
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Supposedly Economu brought the 
amputated foot to Fire Station No. 10 and 
had a family member take it home to use for 
training her HRD dogs.  According to the 
Fire Department, standard procedure is to 
transport an amputated or severed body part 
with the patient to the hospital in case it can 
be reattached. 
 
After the incident, Econumu remained on 
duty pending the outcome of an internal 
investigation.  Since then she has resigned 
saying that she was only “trying to do good”. 

Source WPBF.com 
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Officer Kristine Fairbanks & her K-9 partner 
 

A U.S. Forest Service officer was fatally shot 
September 20, 2008, while making a traffic stop.  
The driver was suspected of killing the owner of 
the pickup truck he was driving when captured. 
The suspect died later in a shootout with sheriff’s 
deputies.  The shootings occurred on the  

northern Olympic Peninsula about 50 miles west 
of Seattle. 

The FBI was investigating the shooting of 
Officer Kristine Fairbanks, 51, a canine officer 
with 15 years in the forest service.  Her canine 
was in the patrol car but was not injured in the 
shooting. 

Shawn M. Roe, 36, the suspected shooter, was a 
convicted felon with “an active criminal history” 
and was supposed to be under state Corrections 
Department supervision.   

Officer Fairbanks called the state patrol at 2:22 
p.m. and said she had stopped Roe in an old 
Dodge van without license plates near the 
Dungeness Forks campground in Olympic 
National Park. 

When a dispatcher tried to contact Fairbanks 
with information on Roe, there was no response.  
Troopers and a sheriff’s deputy were dispatched.  
The deputy arrived first, at 3:10 p.m., and found 
Fairbanks dead.  

Authorities found the van about 6:30 p.m., 
abandoned not far away in a densely wooded 
area.  Posters and flyers warning people to be on 
the lookout for Roe were distributed in the area. 

A security guard at a convenience store near the 
Seven Cedars Casino on U.S. Highway 101 
alerted sheriff’s deputies at about 9:30 p.m. that 
a man matching Roe’s description was in the 
store. 

Two deputies arrived and told him to put up his 
hands as he came out of the store but he drew a 
handgun.  He fired at least once before both 
deputies opened fire.  Neither deputy was hit.  
Roe died at the scene. 

Roe was found to be carrying two modern 
handguns and an older six-shooter. 

AP via YellowBrix 
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Geography Matters! 
By ���������	��
������  

 
When I was just a SAR beginner with a good 
dog, I embraced all I was taught by the esteemed 
SAR trainers of my local area.  After all, they 
had “mission ready” dogs and they knew their 
stuff!  Standards were reasonable but took hard 
work and a good dog to attain.   
 
I began my SAR career in the San Francisco Bay 
Area.  The terrain and vegetation ranged from 

rolling coastal hills 
to the demands of 
the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains.  The 
“mission ready” 
standard of the day 

was a 160-acre test in four hours for two 
subjects.  Everyone in California could gain 
access to at least 160 open acres with varying 
vegetation and terrain.  It made sense.  I was a 
devotee of the 160-acre mission ready air scent 
wilderness test.  And then I moved…. 
 
I moved to Eastern Washington State, near the 
border of Idaho.  I searched across Eastern 
Washington, Northern Idaho, and a bit of 
Montana.  Again, 
wide-open land was 
available for testing 
and training.  
Adapting to the cold, 
the snow and 
assignments of an 
entire mountain range 
for a single dog team 
became the norm.  As such, the dog units I 
helped to start and/or train adopted a 160-acre 
“advanced mission ready” test.  With an entire 
seven and half minute map as a search 
assignment, the standard needed to be equivalent 
to the real world demand.  And then I moved… 
 
I moved to Hawaii, land of tropical rainforest 
and cactus ridden lava fields, 89° temperatures 
and 80% humidity.  Of course, with a firm belief 
in at least a 160-acre test in four hours, I was 

determined to uphold 
the standard I had 
always known.  Guess 
what?  I discovered 
that on the island of 
Oahu, it’s nearly 
impossible to access 
160 open acres, 
meaning those acres not completely covered in 
vegetation are so thick, it can only be searched 
by helicopter.  Here on Oahu, folks that go 
missing in wilderness are nearly always in nasty 
vegetation and terrain.  And so, I was forced to 
reassess my standard’s model of some 13 years.   
 
I discovered that a real world 40-acre wilderness 
air scent evaluation here can (and should) take 2-
4 hours, and a real world 160-acre test can (and 
should) take 6-8 hours or more!   
 
This presented a dilemma, what national 
standard/evaluation could be flexible enough to 
allow for an approximation of real world 
searching?  Of course, I could find an “easy” 40 
or 160-acre area for handlers but I contend that 
would not be reflective of the SAR demands of 
the area.  The test should reflect the needs of the 
area, within reason. 
 
Of course, each island in our state is different, 
and has different geographical demands.  The 
Big Island has a great deal of open land, 
although much of it is lava or grass-covered lava, 
presenting its own search challenges.  Maui, 
Kaua’i, Moloka’i, Lana’i, all present both similar 
and different challenges.  It might be argued that 
our state itself presents an argument for variable 
testing standards based on real world demands 
and needs.   
 
Our islands are different, the search needs are 
different, and, I believe, the standards should be 
reflective of those needs.  Searching across three 
time zones and five states has taught me the need 
for flexibility in order to uphold a real world, 
applicable standard for SAR canines.  
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by Eva Briggs 

 
(Two books on GPS use are featured 
this month.) 
 
Outdoor Navigation With GPS, 2nd 
edition, by Stephen W. Hinch.  Wilderness Press, 
2007, ISBN  978-089997-445-3, soft cover, 5 ½” 
x 8 ½”, 203 pages, $16.95 
 

Steve Hinch is an electrical engineer, 
writer, photographer, and outdoor enthusiast 
with 10 years of experience teaching GPS 
navigation.  
 

This is the book that transformed me 
from a befuddled beginner scratching my head 
over an unfamiliar high-tech gizmo, into a 
confident GPS user.  The book is organized into 
four parts.  

Part 1, “Basic Navigation,” starts by 
explaining how and why the GPS system 
evolved.  There is sufficient technical 
information to begin to understand how the 
system works but nothing so esoteric as to 
overwhelm a beginner.  Hinch discusses the 
basic features of GPS receivers, but his 
explanation is not tied to one specific brand or 
model.  There is also a brief summary of how to 
use a compass. 

Part 2,  “Navigation for the Outdoor 
Explorer,” discusses the information needed to 
really understand what a waypoint is, the basics 
of coordinate systems, position formats, and 
datum.  Next, Hinch explains how to enter 
waypoints into the GPS receiver, and how to use 
topographic and software maps for route 
planning. 

Part 3, “Recovering from Disaster,” is a 
reminder to anyone feeling self-confident after 
reading the first two sections of the book that a 
GPS receiver is, after all, a fallible electronic 
gadget.  Experienced map-and-compass users 
will find this a refresher.  Because Hinch’s target 
audience includes rank beginners, this section is 
a down-to-earth reminder that GPS supplements 
but doesn’t replace common sense and 
emergency preparedness. 

The final section of the book, “Getting 
the Most from GPS,” is the frosting on the cake. 
Hinch describes fun activities like geocaching 
and games, practical uses including trail 
mapping and highway navigation and, finally, 
advice on selecting a GPS receiver and 
accessories. 

I recommend this book highly because 
it’s comprehensive without being overwhelming, 
well organized, clear, and concise. 

 
GPS Outdoors: A Practical Guide for Outdoor 
Enthusiasts by Russell Helms. Menasha Ridge 
Press, 2006 ISBN 978-0897329675 soft cover, 
6” x 9”, 86 pages $10.95  
 

Part one of this book, GPS Technology, 
describes the history and development of the 
global positioning satellite system, and provides 
practical pointers for selecting batteries for your 
GPS receiver.  These are the high points of the 
book.  I would have expected guidance in 
choosing the correct GPS receiver, with the pros 
and cons of various features.  Some of the 
illustrations, especially those explaining 
topographic maps, are of poor quality.  

The second section of the book, Planning 
a Trip, wouldn’t be of much use to Helms’ 
intended audience of rank beginners.  He omits 
important explanations that a beginner would 
need to transition from the abstract 
understanding of GPS technology to its practical 
use. 

The third and fourth sections of the book, 
Navigating and Gathering Trail Data, and 
Analyzing Trail Data After a Trip, describe a 
hypothetical camping trip in which the 
participants encounter and solve typical 
navigation problems.  While moderately 
entertaining, the illustrations again are somewhat 
unclear and I found at least one error. 

This book is not sufficient to get a 
beginning GPS user started, and is too simple for 
anyone with more than basic skills. 
 

Eva Briggs is a family physician in upstate New York, 
where she is a member of the Cayuga County Highland 

Search and Rescue Team. Her canine partner (in training) 
is Boomer, a border collie. 



 
���������	
���
����	���������������	
���
����	���������������	
���
����	���������������	
���
����	������� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���	�����	�����	�����	��

PPrr oodduucctt   ssaaffeettyy  aalleerr tt   
MYO headlamps and AA/LR6 

rechargeable batteries 

 

When the Petzl MYO series headlamp is 
used with AA/LR6 rechargeable batteries 
and a short-circuit appears in the cable 
connecting the battery case to the lamp, the 
cable can spark, melt, or catch fire. This 
poses a burn hazard to the user.  This 
problem may occur in cases of intensive use.  

The number of reported incidents is very 
low, representing 0.004% of total MYO 
headlamps sold. However this rate of 
incidence does not meet Petzl’s standards of 
reliability and safety.  As a result, Petzl has 
decided to alert end users and to take the 
necessary corrective actions. 

· This information applies to all Petzl 
MYO series headlamps manufactured 
before the end of June 2008.  For these 
headlamps, only alkaline batteries 
should be used.  Rechargeable AA/LR6 
batteries must not be used. (photos, 
MYOLITE, MYO)  

· Since July 2008, modifications are 
underway for Petzl’s currently available 
MYO headlamps to make them 
compatible with AA/LR6 rechargeable 
batteries.  

Frequently asked questions from 
Petzl 

1 - I recently purchased a MYO-series 
headlamp. How can I find out if it is 
compatible with AA/LR6 rechargeable 
batteries?  

 
If the battery case has 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY 
COMPATIBLE engraved on the inside, 
you can use it with AA/LR6 rechargeable 
batteries without any problem. 

 
 
If the MYO-series lamp's battery case 
has no inscription engraved inside then 
use only alkaline batteries with it and do 
not use AA/LR6 rechargeable batteries.  
 

2 - I have already used my incompatible 
headlamp with rechargeable batteries and it 
worked fine. Can I continue to use it with 
those batteries?  

No.  Based on the returns we have seen, 
you should only use rechargeable batteries 
on headlamps that are marked: 
rechargeable battery compatible  
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3.  Can I use 1600 mAh low amp 
rechargeable batteries with my non-
compatible headlamp?  

No. This safety alert applies to all types of 
rechargeable batteries. It is the way the 
battery delivers the current, and not the 
battery's capacity (1600 mAh) that can 
cause a problem.  

4 - How should I choose a headlamp in the 
store?  

MYO-series headlamps that are 
compatible with AA/LR6 rechargeable 
batteries will soon be marked with a 
sticker on the packaging: AA/LR6 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY 
COMPATIBLE  

5 - Can AA/LR6 rechargeable batteries be 
used with other Petzl headlamps?  

Yes. See the battery compatibility chart 
for more information.  

If you have any other questions, please 
contact your Petzl distributor  
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Simple Guidelines   
· Avoid frequent full discharges because 

this puts additional strain on the battery.  
Several partial discharges with frequent 
recharges are better for lithium-ion than 
one deep one. Recharging a partially 
charged lithium-ion does not cause harm 
because there is no memory.  (In this 
respect, lithium-ion differs from nickel-
based batteries i.e. NICAD.)  

· Short battery life in a laptop is mainly 
caused by heat rather than 
charge/discharge  patterns.   

· Batteries with fuel gauge (laptops) 
should be calibrated by applying a 
deliberate full discharge once every thirty 
(30) charges. Running the pack down in 

the equipment does this.  If ignored, the 
fuel  gauge will become increasingly less 
accurate and in some cases cut off the  
device prematurely.   

· Keep the lithium-ion battery cool.  Avoid 
a hot car.  For prolonged storage, keep 
the battery at a 40% charge level.   

· Consider removing the battery from a 
laptop when running on fixed power.  
(Some laptop manufacturers are  
concerned about dust and moisture 
accumulating inside the battery  casing.)   

· Avoid purchasing spare lithium-ion  
batteries for later use.  

· Observe manufacturing dates. Do not 
buy old stock, even  if sold at clearance 
prices.   

· If you have a spare lithium-ion  battery, 
use one to the fullest and keep the other 
cool by placing it in the  refrigerator. Do 
not freeze the battery.  For best results, 
store the battery at 40% state-of-charge.   

Source:  National Park Radio Shop 
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By Dana Kirsch Ray  

 
Opinions expressed in this column are those of 
the author and not necessarily those of the 
National Search Dog Alliance.  Questions for this 
column can be sent to trainingquestions@n-sda.org 
 

Going on the "Big One" 
 
I'm glad they found Steve Fossett*.  I really 
am.  I am happy his family can have closure, 
I am happy the case is resolved, I am happy 
we can all now sit down at the table and 
figure out what happened.  But it is always 
hard for searchers, personally, when it is the 
"big one". 
 
As one of the people who was on the search 
for Steve Fossett, my first questions were 
textbook typical: 
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Was he in my area? 
Did I miss him? 
Why didn't I find him? 
 
These are very natural questions, 
ones we as searchers ask ourselves 
all the time.  The trick to longevity in 
this line of work is not to let the 
unanswered questions consume you.  Don't 
replay the whole thing over and over 
endlessly.  If you find you're stuck or if you 
suspect a fellow searcher is experiencing 
the symptoms of Critical Incident Stress 
Disorder (CISD), get help.  There are so 
many resources now that there is no longer 
any excuse not to get help if you need it. 
 
The second trick to longevity is to find 
people who can answer your questions.  
Talk to search planners as they discuss the 
cumulative Probability of Detection (POD) 
for that area.  Listen to management 
discussions as they review and debrief 
search efforts.  If you find yourself in a dirth 
of information, ask someone to give you a 
briefing.  There are folks who cannot talk 
about it but there are others who are allowed 
to provide a sanitized discussion of what 
happened and might be able to answer 
some of your questions.  You might even 
ask your Sheriff or Deputies to come speak 
about it to your group. 
 
For me, I have to find closure in the simple 
things.  He was not in my area.  It was very 
difficult to see from the air.  He was outside 
our highest POD ring. 
 
It's ok to let go.  It's not disrespectful to 
move on. No one is to blame.  Sometimes 
bad things happen and it's no one's fault. 
 
For many people new to SAR, the first "big 
one" may be the last one they go on.  If you 
prepare yourself in advance, know the signs 
and symptoms of CISD and watch out for 
your teammates, it really doesn't have to be 
your last search. 

*Thrill-seeking millionaire Steve 
Fossett made numerous flights in 
high-tech balloons, gliders and jets. 
He was last seen on 3 September 
2007, taking off from an airstrip near 
Yerington, Nevada in an ordinary 
single-engine plane.  Searching for 
Fossett cost millions of dollars, 
occupied crews of dozens for weeks 

at a time and spanned more than 24,000 
square miles.  A Nevada state audit called the 
effort to find Fossett "the largest search-and-
rescue effort ever conducted for a person 
within the U.S."  The Fossett wreckage was 
found in the Inyo National Forest, about 65 
miles from the Flying-M Ranch where his 
flight originated and 7 miles from the resort 
town of Mammoth Lakes. It took a hiker on a 
day trip to stumble upon the first clues that 
would lead to the wreckage, just before 
another snow season would have buried them 
until spring. 

Source:  Wikapedia; various news articles 
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National Search Dog Alliance     

Financial Snapshot (Unaudited)     

Inception Through August 31, 2008 - Cash Basis   

      

      

Description   Amount  
      
Revenues:      

Founding Memberships (See Note 1)  $16,000.00 
Life Memberships    1,000.00 
Introductory Memberships   8,520.00 
Contributions    4,210.00 
Grants     5,000.00 
Conference Tuition    15,066.00 
NSDA Products    230.00 
Interest     638.09 
Miscellaneous    0.59 
      

 Total Revenues     50,664.68 
      

Expenditures:      

Insurance     2,531.00 
Incorporation Documents and 501(3)c Application 865.00 
Election Expenses    115.70 
Conference Expenses    182.01 
Web Site Domain Name(s) and Setup  1,570.28 
NSDA Products    1,024.00 
Office Supplies, Postage, etc.   68.49 
Strategic Planning Meeting   2,217.04 
Hernandez Scholarship    680.00 
Membership Cards    57.65 
Fees & Bank Charges    150.05 
Post Office Box Rental   263.00 
Miscellaneous    60.87 
      

 Total Expenditures    9,785.09 
      

Cash on Hand    40,879.59 
Less Restricted Cash (See Note 1)  (3,745.00)
      

Cash Available for Operations    $37,134.59 

      

      

Note 1: $2,425 restricted to Education/Certificatio ns, Conference  

Scholarships.  $500 restricted to Research and $820  restricted for  

the Hernandez Canine Sponsorship.    
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