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DATES TO REMEMBER

September 23-28, 2007: Canine Search & Recovery, Inc
2007 Seminar at Camp Rockmont near Black Mountain,
NC. For more information, including instructors, classes
and seminar application, visit the Canine Search and
Recovery web site at www.csar.org or contact Carolyn
Knapp at cknapp@nemonet.com.

September 23-28, 2007: NASDN Multi purpose K9
Seminar in Oregonia, Ohio (near Cincinnati). Classes in
Mantrailing, Air Scent and Cadaver Detection. Details at
http://www.nasdn.org

September 27-29, 2007: Cadaver Dog Seminar, Getting
Ready for the Real World: Camp Dodge in Johnston
lowa. Fee: $100 for K9 teams, $75 for auditors. For
application and further information, contact
robin@pawsoflife.org or call 515-233-1186.

October 6-7, 2008: Southern SAR Dawg Symposium at
Prince William Forest Park in Triangle, VA
(Washington, D.C./Metro area). For more information
about the American Rescue Dog Association annual
training weekend, including instructor bios, classes and
registration information, visit the ARDA website at
www.ardainc.org or contact traininginfo@vsrda.org or call
888-775-8871.

October 8-12, 2007: Urban Trailing Class; Philippi, WV.
Classes run from 0830 until 1700 hours daily. For more
information and/or a registration form, contact: Marcia
Koenig, 253-630-0444 or marciakoenig@earthlink.net

October 8-12, 2007: The Network of Canine Detection
Services Working Dog Seminar, Wall Doxey State
Park, Holly Springs, MS. The cost of the seminar
includes meals and lodging. For more information on
classes and instructors and to print the registration form,
check out http://nocds.250free.com/nocds.htm  NOCDS
Evaluations will be held on Sunday, October 7. To find out
more about the area, check out: www.visithollysprings.org

October 27-28, 2007: K911: Emergency Life Support
for the Search and Rescue Dog, Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, MI. Registration and information available at
www.wmrl.net/k911

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS

The National Search Dog Alliance is pleased to
announce a new working relationship with
Continental Kennel Club to professionally
produce our membership cards. This will
provide our organization the ability to expand
our membership cards in the future by adding
our logo, color or photos. We will be re-running
our membership cards in the new format, so
expect your new card within 4-5 weeks. We
would like to thank Continental Kennel Club,
their staff and Peggy Ann Buchman for their
assistance in developing and printing our
membership cards.

CONTESTS

NSDA needs a motto AND a logo. \H
Therefore the organization is holding ’
two (2) contests.

NSDA’s motto and logo need to be Il
easily recognizable. The motto

needs to be short and to the point, the logo
indicative of the organization’s standpoint.

Below is the mission statement of NSDA which may
give contest participants ideas for submission:

The National Search Dog Alliance is a not-for-
profit ~membership organization whose
mission is to provide education, certifications
and a voice in the future of search and rescue
canines.

The organization supports the efforts of all
search and rescue personnel as they enhance
their knowledge and capabilities in the field of
search and rescue canines.

Winners of each contest will receive a free year’s
membership to NSDA, item with logo and slogan
imprinted on it, permanent recognition on the
website that they designed the logo and/or came up
with the slogan.

Each contest entries are due by September 15,
2007. Submit entries to newsletter@n-sda.org
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HERNANDEZ CANINE SPONSORSHIP

The National Search Dog
Alliance has received a
sponsorship from  Kia
Thompson Hernandez in
honor of her deceased
husband, Glen Thompson, who was a victim of
the attack on the World Trade on September 11,
2001. This contribution will assist a Search and
Rescue Canine Handler, or prospective handler,
with the costs of obtaining, training and
maintaining a search and rescue canine. The
sponsorship will provide up to $1,000.00 for the
initial purchase of a new dog, adult or puppy, to
include the first year’s medical expenses;
$100.00 toward the first year and $200 for the
second year’s training.

Requirements for acceptance of application:

Applicant must:

1. Be a member of NSDA. (The dog will be
signed over to the individual.)

2. Agree to train the dog for Area Search/Air
Scent, Disaster or both.

3. Agree to seek acceptable Canine
Certification within two (2) years of
receiving the dog.

4. Agree that, if the recipient ceases to
participate in Canine SAR within four (4)
years of receiving the dog, or fails to
continue to meet the sponsorship
requirements, they will notify the NSDA.
The breeder and/or sponsor will have the
right to request the dog be returned.

5. Agree to be bound by the breeder’s contract,
if any.

An_application _can be downloaded from the
website or can be completed online at
www.n-sda.org. Instructions for submitting the
application can also be found on the website.
Deadline for submission is August 23, 2007.
Applications received after this date will not be
processed.

The application receipt date is set so that the
selection process will allow the winner to be
announced on September 11.

Quarterly Membership Meeting

The National Search Dog Alliance will be
notifying our registered members with details
about the upcoming, first quarterly membership
conference call. Members will receive an email
explaining the process and instructions about
how to register for the conference call. All
members are welcome to listen to the Board
meeting. The instructions will explain how to
participate in the Board discussion. We look
forward to holding our first quarterly
membership meeting.

> Survey
Results

By Dee Wild, President

A survey was

developed to obtain
valuable input from canine handlers regarding
areas they believe need to be addressed in the
canine community. Handlers from across the
country provided insight regarding areas they
would like to see changed. The results of the
survey outlining information gathered from the
62 participants are below. Please take a few
moments to read through their various
comments.

Rankings

Here is how each item was ranked:
Creating Standards — first

Creating Education — second
Developing Seminars — third
Develop Research — fourth

Other areas for which handlers submitted
rankings included:

Fostering communications

Networking

National media awareness

Voice in Washington, DC
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Areas lacking in the K-9 community

We received very insightful comments about the
K-9 community. Many participants expressed
the same concerns.
1. Keeping egos in check
2. Working relationships with LE and other
SAR groups
3. Standardization
4. Advocacy
5. Lack of communications between dog
groups
6. Lack of communications between dog
groups and LE
7. National testing
8. Keeping “old timers” around and finding
ways to keep handlers from burning out
9. Volunteer life expectancy in SAR —
keeping the volunteer/unpaid
professional satisfied, dealing with the
stresses of today’s complicated times,
and providing service to the community
10. Client centered standards and evaluation
methodologies which are fitted to the
different environments in which we
search
11. Trust. Many handlers feel the need to
compete with or berate other handlers
12. Regional standards versus national
standards
13. Seminars at inexpensive locations where
handlers can bring their dogs
14. Lack of education
15. Knowledgeable trainers
16. Tapping the wisdom of
mentors that are aging
17. Debrief searches, try to
learn from our
mistakes, and move
forward in skill and
training.
18. There is a
weekend-
warrior
mentality —
don’t have to take
responsibility for our actions,
don’t have to train, don’t have to
respond, don’t have to get good because

the bar is so low, and no one is watching.
This breeds complacency and the
lackluster performance that LE and other
agencies see.

19. Emphasis on documentation and standard
forms for the disciplines

20. Educational programs that support the
canine handler with no access to qualified
trainers.

21. One national voice

22. Consistency in quality. Too much
acceptance of sub acceptable level of
canine training and performance that
shows on missions.

23. Lack of cohesion, and sometimes a lack
of respect for our fellow K-9 handlers.

24. Having a voice in Washington, DC

25. Teamwork — tired of politics — educating
LE

26. Educating public on what K9’s are
capable of doing

The Executive Board has
looked over all of the
responses received and
has taken active steps to
work on several of the
areas. We have put
together a Law Enforcement
Committee that will address many
of the issues including ways to improve the
working relationship between LE and K-9 SAR.
We have an Education Committee that will work
on innovative ways to develop programs that can
better serve handlers in the US and abroad.
Committees are underway to develop realistic
national standards that handlers will be able to
utilize. These are the first of many steps as we
continue to identify ways we can address the
needs of the K9 community.

We would like to thank all of the handlers who
took time to complete and forward their surveys
to us. We hope that all participants will see
programs that will address their concerns. As
always, we want all K9 handlers to recognize
that our efforts are solely to benefit their
commitment to be the very best handler and K9
possible. Thank you again for your input as it is
greatly appreciated.
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by Sue Wolff

As more and more canines are being affected and
are dying from blue algae toxicity, it is important that
handlers be aware of the problems that can occur.
The canine of one of my team mates became very |ll,
was hospitalized and the vet was at a loss as to the
cause of her illness. The handler saw this
information, took it to the vet and checked the stream
where his dog had been swimming. It had the algae
blooms. The canine is now doing fine. The handler
said, if he had known about this, he would never
have let his dog go swimming!

Blooms can
occur at any
time, but most
often occur in
late summer or
early fall. They
can occur in

marine,
estuarine, and fresh waters, but the blooms of
greatest concern are the ones that occur in fresh
water, such as drinking water reservoirs or
recreational waters.

Some cyanobacterial blooms can look like foam,
scum, or mats on the surface of fresh water lakes
and ponds. The blooms can be blue, bright green,
brown or red and may look like paint floating on the
water. Some blooms may not affect the appearance
of the water. As algae in a cyanobacterial bloom die,
the water may smell bad.

Some cyanobacteria that can form CyanoHABs
(Harmful Algal Blooms) produce toxins that are
among the most powerful natural poisons known.
These toxins have no known antidotes.

Problems occurring from exposure to the blooms are:

e Acute, severe gastroenteritis (including diarrhea
and vomiting) resulting from swallowing water
that has cyanobacterial toxins in it.

o Liver toxicity (i.e., increased serum levels of liver
enzymes). Symptoms of liver poisoning may
takes hours or days to show up in people or
animals. Symptoms include abdominal pain,
diarrhea and vomiting.

« Kidney toxicity.

o Neurotoxicity. These symptoms can appear
within 15 to 20 minutes after exposure. In dogs,
the neurotoxins can cause salivation and other
neurological symptoms, including weakness,
staggering, difficulty breathing, convulsions, and

death. People may have numb lips, tingling
fingers and toes, or they may feel dizzy.

Preventative measures:

« Avoid body contact with blue-green algal blooms.
This includes swimming, wading, waterskiing.

e Children especially should avoid contact. Their
small body weight means their exposures to blue
green algae will be higher than adults, given the
same volume of water intake.

e Local health and environmental agencies are
encouraged to and generally do post recreational
areas with signs and brochures to inform the
public of the presence of blue-green algae
blooms. Some information can be obtained from
various state’s Department of Natural Resources
and/or Wildlife.

o Keep pets out of water with blue-green algae
blooms.

e Dog deaths have been reported, some
apparently related to ingestion associated with
licking algae from their fur after wading/swimming
in water with blue-green algae blooms.

There are not any state or federal standards for blue-
green algae in recreational water.

Laboratories and Testing for Blue-Green Algae

In response to inquiries about
laboratories that can assist local
agencies in the identification of
blue-green algae and monitoring for
algal cells and toxins, CDHS offers
these links and phone numbers:

R

o GreenWater Laboratories/Cyanolab, Palakta,
Florida: 1-877-869-2542 (toll free), or (386)
328-0882

e California Animal Health & Food Safety
Laboratory System, University of California,
Davis: (530) 752-8700 — analysis for
microcystins and anatoxin-a in animal
stomach contents, and other animalrelated
analyses

e Abraxis, Warminster, Pennsylvania: (215)
357-3911 — test kits

e Beacon Anayltical Systems, Inc., Portland,
Maine: (207) 761-2199 — test kits

e Envirologix, Portland, Maine: (866) 408-4597
or (207) 797-0300 — test kits

e Strategic Diagnostics, Inc., Newark,
Delaware: (302) 456-6789 — test kits

Dogpile.com was the source of much of this
information and can be accessed for further data as
well as links to veterinary sites.
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CANINE HEALTH - HOT TOPIC
By Karen Dashfield, DVM

RATTLESNAKE
VACCINATION FOR
SAR DOGS

Rattlesnake vaccine— should you give it? As
with all vaccines, a handler should consider the
risk of exposure to rattlesnakes and balance that
with the risk of vaccination. As with all medical
decisions, consult your regular veterinarian
before applying any medical information
contained in this article. Depending on the
severity of rattlesnake activity in your area, your
local veterinarian may not be aware of this
vaccine or may not be familiar with any of the
details about the vaccine.

Experience: Red Rock Biologics has sold about
500,000 doses of vaccine and estimates that over
100,000 doses have been administered
nationally. The vaccine was first approved for
distribution in California and received federal
licensing in 12/2004.

Availability - The Rattlesnake Vaccine is
available only through veterinarians, who can
purchase it from Red Rock Biologics.
www.redrockbiologics.com 866-897-7625.
The vaccine is licensed for use in all states.

Safety— Red Rock Biologics official web site
reports less than 1% of dogs develop swelling at
the vaccine site. During a phone call with them,
they reported about 1% of dogs develop a sterile
granuloma or lump at the vaccine site which
resolves on its own and 1 in 300 dogs develop a
sterile abscess which may require veterinary
care. The web site reports that less than 1 in
1,000 have developed vomiting, diarrhea and
lethargy after the vaccine and, during the phone
call, they reported that this occurs at a rate of 1
in 3,200. They have had 2 reports of
anaphylactic reaction- one of which was delayed
by hours and may not be related to the vaccine-
thus an estimate of 3 in 1 million have
developed potentially life threatening allergic
reaction after vaccination.

Effectiveness— This vaccine is simply meant to
lessen the severity of symptoms (pain,
permanent disability, recovery time) from a
snake bite. ALL DOGS BITTEN BY A
POISONOUS SNAKE SHOULD BE SEEN
IMMEDIATELY BY A VETERINARIAN
EVEN IF VACCINATED.

This vaccine was designed to protect against the
Western Diamondback Rattler. It is felt to be
cross protective against Prairie, Great Basin,
Northern and Southern Pacific Rattlesnakes,
Sidewinder and Timber Rattlesnakes,
Massasauga and Copperheads. It is considered
to be partially protective against the Eastern
Diamondback Rattlesnake. It is NOT protective
against the Water Moccasin (Cottonmouth), the
Mojave Rattlesnake or Coral Snakes. Red Rock
reports that they are currently researching more
specific vaccines for each region of the country
based on rattlesnake type. During a survey of
700 Veterinary Clinics who utilize the vaccine,
90% of the clinics said the medicine worked well
or very well, with 5% reporting mixed results.

Duration of Protection— Red Rock reports that
the strongest protection occurs 4-6 weeks after
vaccination, with the protection slowly wearing
off. In most dogs the protection lasts 4-6
months, though it may last longer. The
recommended vaccination protocol is a single
vaccine followed by a booster in 30 days. Small
dogs and dogs in heavily exposed situations will
benefit from a booster every 6 months. They
have reports of organizations giving boosters
every 3 months, though this would be an off
label use. Vaccine protocols should be tailored
by your veterinarian to account for the size of
your dog (little dogs actually need more
protection, hence more vaccines), and
seasonality of rattlesnake activity in your area.

For more information go to
www.redrockbiologics.com and consult your
veterinarian.

—~"TUINNs—
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Policy & Procedures Committee
By Norma Snelling

The Policy & Procedures Committee would
welcome any suggestions from members on
important items to be included in our P & P’s or
verbiage that they have found to their liking. We
would also welcome copies of individual team’s
P & P’s for comparison. Please send to Norma
Snelling at snelling@olypen.com

Ultralight and the SAR ready pack

by Dana Kirsch Ray

Summer is here. As | carefully examine expiration
dates, and replace things in my pack that have
become tatty and worn out, | take the opportunity to
make a detailed shopping list of things | absolutely
must need from my favorite store. Armed with this
grocery list and swearing to my husband that | will not
"go overboard" just because it's the weekend of the
semi-annual sale, | hit the ground running.

| poke around the "sale bins" looking for anything
interesting, winter socks that | know I'll use next year,
extra gaiters for the inevitable loss of just one and no
one can ever have enough Nalgene bottles.

But what has really hooked me this year is Ultralight.

Ultralight, fleece, or down is so tempting. It packs
well and fits in my 24 hour pack for those justin-case
searches. Never mind the 300 dollar price tag! It
could save my keister some day.

Ultralight camping stoves have become so efficient.
Never mind my current one is only 5 oz heavier.
These new ones boil water in half the time and it's
only $75. How can | resist!

Ultralight packs are very
dangerous. The temptation of a
new, clean, unmarred pack...in a
beautiful new color, with all new
pockets to explore is more than |
can resist. Except the price tag is
$150 when my current pack is just
fine, has no holes or tears and is

only slightly blackened from
poison oak from last season. |
always have to be careful around
packs. | get the temptation to go
smaller, lighter, give myself only 1800 cubic inches
for my 24 hour pack instead of 2000 and | wind up
having to make some really tough choices. Do |
bring the rain gear? Do | really need all this
webbing? What can | leave behind, what can | get
away without?

Herein lies the danger. The seduction of Ultralight

led me down the primrose path to a 72 hour pack that
was too light and really did not have all the gear |
wanted. | found myself cold, wet and covered in
snow one blizzardy training overnight with a bag too
light, a pad too thin, and a summer tent that did not
keep out the snow that was blowing in sideways.

| had to learn the hard way that personal comfort is
heavy. It takes a few extra Ibs to carry what | found |
really wanted to have. We are after all searchers,
looking to help someone else. This is not about
being tough or proving anything to anyone. It is
about finding your own comfort zone. That same
night, while | was cold and shivering, a teammate of
mine in a 3/4 length bag, was as happy as can be.
Each of us has to know our owngear, know our own
limitations and know our own preferences. Since this
experience, | have embarked on an education of my
own. | am exploring the intricacies of shelter building,
the refined sport of staying warm, and have learned a
few tricks | can do with a couple of hot rocks that |
plan on trying out sometime on a mild weather
training night.

The moral of the story is: don't get wrapped up in
backpacking fads. Stay focused on our goals as
searchers. Practice with the gear you have so you
know what you'll do when you really need it.

And never stop learning.

UPDATING OUR LISTS
By Norma Snelling

NSDA'’s subscribers now number over 575
readers.

Updating and reconciling NSDA’s membership
list to the newsletter subscriber’s list showed that
names of several of our new members had been
inadvertently omitted. I would like to apologize
to anyone that has not been receiving our
monthly newsletter due to this error.

If you hear of anyone who has had difficulty
receiving the newsletter, please advise them to
contact us at newsletter(@n-sda.org .

As a new organization, we are trying to work out
our “kinks” to have our divisions run smoothly.
Thank you for your patience.







