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DATES TO REMEMBER

July 24-29, 2007: Firehouse Expo, Baltimore
Convention Center, Baltimore, MD. For more
information see www.FirehouseExpo.com

August 10 — 12, 2007: Appalachian Wilderness
Medicine Conference and SAR Challenge 2007,
Morgantown, WV (USA) See article below for more
information

September 23-28, 2007: Canine Search &
Recovery, Inc 2007 Seminar at Camp Rockmont
near Black Mountain, NC. For more information,
including instructors, classes and seminar application, visit
the Canine Search and Recovery web site at www.csar.org
or contact Carolyn Knapp at cknapp@nemonet.com.

As requested by the membership, upcoming schools
and conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If
you know of one and/or are sponsoring one, please
let me know at srt1530@starband.net so it can be
included.

Appalachian Wilderness Medicine
Conference and SAR Challenge 2007,
Morgantown, WV (USA)

This conference, to be held August 10 - 12 at the
University of West Virginia, is intended for the rescue
and medical community and provides continuing
medical education credit for physicians and
emergency personnel. As part of the conference the
Mountaineer Area Rescue Group (MARG) will be
hosting lectures on hypothermia, navigation, water
purification, patient packaging and an intro to SAR for
non-SAR personnel.

To coincide with the 2007 AWMC, MARG will host a
search and rescue (SAR) competition - SAR
Challenge 2007. This will be a competition consisting
of 6 skill stations in which participating teams will
need to perform a series of SAR related activities,
including fire building, emergency shelters, clue
awareness/tracking, incident command, patient
packaging & evac, semi-technical rescue and
optional K-9. More information and registration is
available at:

http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/som/em/Wilderness/Confere

nce.asp

NIMS Summary Overview
By Cheryl Kennedy

The NIMS project was initiated by Homeland
Security right after 9/11. The program
responsibility was given to FEMA to develop a
nation wide response system for emergency
responders of all types, including heavy
equipment personnel, etc.

The credentialing project is designed to take the
Resource Typing, which is a part of ICS ordering
of needed resources for an incident and define
what skill sets that Resource needs in order to
qualify to be that level of resource in whatever
discipline is being requested. The goal---to as
uniformly as possible, develop a nationally
available group of resources to be activated when
needed by others requesting mutual aid.

The most significant change from the
inception of the Resource Typing project to
the Credentialing Project is that the
credentialing project workgroups were
directed to focus solely on disasters and
“Incidents of National Significance”. This was
in conflict to what the Resource Typing group
had seen as a directive. Clarification from
FEMA was sought during our workgroup
processes to allow us to proceed as deemed
necessary. The final direction was that the
NIMS project is for disaster related response
at the highest levels once all other avenues of
mutual aid have been exhausted and for
“incidents of national significance”.
Clarification during a recent meeting defined
“incidents of national significance” to be
situations such as the Columbia Shuttle, the F14
recovery in Colorado, the Olympics, etc. This
seriously changed the focus of the workgroup
and how we dealt with the project.
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Our directives as a combined workgroup from
the beginning were to make as much as possible
standardized across the board. In addition, we
had to incorporate in items from other
workgroups that were in process and weren’t
quite finalized, i.e. medical skill level
expectations. Last but not least, we were
directed to utilize only state available or
nationally available products already in place.
We were NOT allowed to utilize equivalents.
This was discussed at length, particularly since
all of us active in SAR knew exactly how some
of this would sit under peer review.

After peer review, comments were consolidated
and forwarded to the SAR working group. Then
another round of extended participants was
selected, again searching for a broad knowledge
base in multiple areas for each of the sub-
disciplines. During this time frame, a
representative of FEMA with the powers to
immediately bless changes attended each of
our meetings. We asked for and received
permission to modify as necessary, including
the use of equivalent processes. This request
was granted, which significantly changed the
capability of producing more of what was
needed. This is when the approval for
equivalencies that (Washington State SAR
Coordinator) Chris Long referred to came into

play.

The NIMS canine documents will now provide
for equivalencies in all canine disciplines that are
considered the most viable for disasters and
“incidents of national significance.” The work
group went through the most widely recognized
canine certifications available and selected the
one(s) that they felt were most applicable for a
minimal capability field response capability in
disaster/incidents of national significance
environment. “Or equivalent” was added to that.
We anticipate those being put out to the public
within several months, pending approval of the
newly formed Advisory Committee.

HERNANDEZ CANINE SPONSORSHIP

The National Search Dog
Alliance has received a
sponsorship from  Kia
Thompson Hernandez in
honor of her deceased
husband, Glen Thompson, who was a victim of
the attack on the World Trade on September 11,
2001. This backing will assist a Search and
Rescue Canine Handler, or prospective handler,
with the costs of obtaining and training a search
and rescue canine. This sponsorship will consist
of up to $1,000.00 to cover the initial purchase
of a new dog, adult or puppy, including the first
year’s medical expenses; $100.00 assistance with
training costs for the first year; and $200 towards
the second year’s training.

Requirements for acceptance of application:

Applicant must:

1. Be a member of NSDA. (The dog will be
signed over to the individual.)

2. Agree to train the dog for Area Search/Air
Scent, Disaster or both.

3. Agree to seek acceptable Canine
Certification within two (2) years of
receiving the dog.

4. Agree that, if the recipient stops
participating in Canine SAR within four (4)
years of receiving the dog, or fails to
continue to meet the sponsorship
requirements, they will notify the NSDA.
The breeder and/or sponsor will have the
right to request the dog be returned.

5. Agree to be bound by the breeder’s contract,
if any.

An_application accompanies this newsletter.
Interested  applicants  should send their
application to: Art Wolff, Attention Sponsorship
Program at srt1501(@starband.net. Closing date
for receipt of application is August 23, 2007.
Applications received after this date will not be
processed.

The application receipt date is set so that the
selection process will allow the winner to be
announced on September 11.
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Contest Winner
By Norma Snelling

Yip Yap is the winning name for the last
section of the newsletter submitted by
Dana Kirsch Ray The prize of an
introductory membership has graciously
returned by Dana to the organization for use in a future
contest.

In the last newsletter, we asked that our subscribers vote to
rename the last section of this newsletter. The following
names were submitted:
e Readers Speak!
Nose News
Dog Tales
Wags & Brags
The Dog Reader
Yip Yap
Geblaut!
Dog Tales & SAR Reports

Unfortunately we had to eliminate Nose News since it is
currently being used by the National Police Bloodhound
Association.

Our thanks go to everyone that submitted an entry.

SCOTT ROBBINS is Now a Board

Member
By Norma Snelling

Scott has been in SAR since 1992, starting his first K9
three years later. He is now working his third SAR canine
and has successfully worked numerous air scent, HRD and
water missions for local, county and federal agencies.

Scott is certified as a Signcutter with Universal
Tracking Services and is a Rescue level member of
the Mountain Rescue Team. He is a senior level member
of the National Ski Patrol and instructs NSP courses in
Avalanche and Mountain Travel and Rescue. Scott also
serves as an IC for his SAR team and has instructed
search management courses for other agencies.

Scott and his wife enjoy hiking, rafting and travel.

ROBERT NOZISKA Joins Advisory
Board

By Norma Snelling

Agent Noziska is a senior Border Patrol Agent for the
United States Border Patrol. For the past 9 years, Agent
Noziska has been assigned to the special operations unit
known as BORSTAR (Border Search Trauma and Rescue).
BORSTAR is a national search and rescue team with
extensive training and experience in areas such as air
operations, navigation, scuba, medical, swift water and
technical rescue. In additions, Agent Noziska was
instrumental in the implementation of the BORSTAR
Canine Program for the Border Patrol in 2001. This is the
only SAR Canine Program within the Border Patrol and is

now being implemented on a nationwide basis. On a
national level, Agent Noziska has trained all but two of the
twenty-four canine teams assigned to the BORSTAR
Teams.

Agent Noziska and his canine partner Chelsea have been
awarded the esteemed title of “Distinguished Experts in
Tracking and Trailing”. They are one of two canine teams
in the Border Patrol with this distinctive title. Agent Noziska
continues to deploy on missions with his canine partner
keeping his skills sharp. Currently Agent Noziska and K-9
Chelsea have assisted in approximately 30 life saves, 10
recoveries and 900 hundred apprehensions, while working
in inclement weather or terrain. The statistics were
achieved mostly through the use of forward and
backtracking techniques. Agent Noziska has given
presentations on numerous canine topics nationally,
strengthening existing SAR Canine teams.

TERRY FLECK Joins Advisory
Board

By Norma Snelling

Terry Fleck, Ed.D, is a Deputy Sheriff 1l/Canine Handler
(retired) in South Lake Tahoe, California. Terry has been
in law enforcement for 27 years and has been involved with
police dogs during that time. Terry has been a police dog
handler and trainer for 24 years and has trained and
handled three police dogs, patrol dogs cross-trained for
search and rescue, narcotic detection, evidence recovery,
cadaver recovery, avalanche recovery and tracking/trailing.

Terry is an expert in the field of canine legalities. Author of
the Canine Legal Update and Opinions for supervisors &
administrators plus patrol, narcotic & contraband,
explosive, tracking, search & rescue and accelerant dogs,
Terry tracks and updates the canine industry on current
case law and legal trends.

With a degree of Doctor of Education in Criminal Justice,
Terry teaches Canine Legal Update and Opinions
Seminars throughout the United States and Canada. He
has taught over 17,000 canine handlers, supervisors,
administrators, agency attorneys, prosecuting attorneys
and risk managers nationwide. His classes focus on
canine legalities, the prevention of canine litigation and
canine tactics.

Terry also studies canine tactics and develops techniques
to keep canine handlers safe, utilizing their dogs to
maximum tactical advantage. In addition, Terry teaches
several canine tactical seminars, including Defensive
Tactics for K-9 teams, Tactical High Risk K-9 Tracking,
High Risk Vehicle Stops and High Risk Vehicle Assaults
with a K-9 Team, Chemical Munitions Deployment with a K-
9 Team and Tactical Handgun and Urban Rifle Techniques
for K-9 Teams.

Put your thinking caps on...NSDA
needs a logo and a slogan. Contest

rules and deadlines to be announced
in the next issue.
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Not all saves are created equal
By Dana Kirsch Ray

This is not my first find. Nor is it my first save. As a
paramedic, | have been woken up in the middle of the
night, exhausted from a long day of work, pumped up on
adrenaline, and brought a patient back from the brink, on
more than one occasion. But this search was something
else altogether.

To back up a bit, on Saturday, | found myself at the end of
an exhaustive 11 mile hike to the top of Mt Whitney. That
was a huge undertaking, but standing on the highest point
in the lower 48 states helped remind me that it's a big world
out there, and we are all connected. Along the way, |
passed a friend of my uncle-in law. What a small world,
and how easy to reach out a hand, or offer a small bit of
encouragement to those we pass along the way. |
remembered the butterfly effect as | passed through the big
meadow near Lone Pine Lake. Each of us can save a life
every day...with a smile, a nod or a friendly greeting.

When the pager went off Monday evening, | was ready for
a search. My lungs felt good with sea-level-air. My legs
felt strong and | felt powerful as | responded to the
residential area. Missing 39 yo male, at risk. That night, |
burnt out all my flashlight batteries (I hadn't replenished
them from the trip!), and burnt out all my leg strength. |
wasn't nearly as ready for uphill hiking as I'd thought. My
team took it slow; we did a lot of voice calls. | pretended to
adjust my gear, play with my flashlights, and more just to
get in moments of rest and recovery!

The next day we were at it again. With the daylight we
were looking for trails, routes, paths and attractors that
someone might have pursued in the daylight. My team
found itself in an abandoned garden, over an acre of paths,
fountains, terraces and bridges overgrown, and covered in
moss and weeds. It was truly a secret garden. We thought
"This is a very attractive area, let's spend some time here
and cover it well". After all, no dogs have been through
here yet, and it was dusk when the foot team was in here
before us. So we doubled back and searched it twice.

As | was standing on a terrace, looking out into a ravine, |
heard someone talking to himself. It was not English, but
the conversation was clearly one sided. | could not say for
sure it was Vietnamese but | do know the sound of
Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, and Korean and it didn't
sound like any of them. Then | heard a big rustle in the
bushes and the sound of a rock rolling down into the ravine
from the other side. (Turns out later that sound was from a
big coyote.) | listened some more and | heard singing.
Again, not English.

| called it in and search base sent another team over to the
opposite side of the ravine while we attempted to go down
and in. The other team verified that the house directly
opposite from the sounds was vacant and neighbors
confirmed that the occupants were not in the country at the
moment. So when we reached the other side of the ravine,
we had a good suspicion that this was our guy. We began
to put together a containment strategy.

Teams lined the street where the houses were in case he
decided to run up and out that way. Some team members

crossed back to our original side of the ravine. My partner
and | moved as far north along the ridge of the ravine as
we could fathom he might have moved in the 20 minutes
that has passed. Then we dropped back to the bottom. A
containment team stood-fast at the southernmost part of
the ravine as we could expect he might have traveled
during those 20 minutes. My partner and | began sweeping
to the south along the bottom of the ravine towards the
containment team. This is when the coyote popped out
and took off. The helicopter circled above us as we moved,
watching us go and looking for any sign of movement from
the subject.

Suddenly, the brush thinned out and there he was.
Standing, catatonic, in the bottom of the ravine, dirty, naked
and silent, eyes glazed on the tree in front of him.

My primary assessment was "alive, conscious, breathing,
no major bleeding". We called it in. The overhead staff
struggled to figure out where we were exactly, and which
house we were beneath (our description of our location
was pretty generic - below the white house, the one with
the deck!). Deputies tried to locate us and my partner
scrambled out of the ravine to try to direct the deputies in to
our location.

An EMT advised we take off our orange sheriff shirts (thank
god | was wearing black underneath!) and she and |
approached him slowly, cautiously with a third searcher
nearby in case he ran, got violent, or collapsed when we
made contact. She was able to take his hand and together
we led him up and out of the ravine under his own power.
All the while | called out "this way" over and over, both to
keep him moving along, and to let the deputies, and other
searchers know where we were and how fast we were
moving. We were careful not to frighten him or to startle
him while we moved him out.

At the top, we gave him a blanket, water, and the
ambulance arrived shortly. He became increasingly
responsive with time and while warming back up. It
became clear that he did speak some English and, as he
became more alert, he was able to speak and converse
better. Afterwards, deputies told me that he is a very
respected and productive member of society. He has a
really good job, a nice car, and, if he stays on his
medication, he will recover from this ordeal fully and return
to lead a long and full life.

| have never before been to the top of the world. And | may
never again find someone by following up on the soft sound
of singing. This world of search is fickle. On the days
when you are strong, you won't get called, but when you
are tired and overworked and your car is out of gas, just
wait for that beep, beep to wake you up at 2 a.m. It is a big
world. There are lots of people in it and they do lots of
different things to and for each other. We are the ones who
persist. And eventually, thankfully, that persistence,
sometimes, it pays off big.
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Upcoming
Contributor

Ryan Root will be sending his

observations in his travels

throughout Europe. It will

provide NSDA members with

a greater understanding of

some of the training

techniques they utilize in other parts of the world.
NSDA is excited to have the opportunity to share this
special knowledge base with its readers.

LLIS.gov Redesigns Incident Command
Webpage

LLIS.gov has redesigned the Incident Management
page to be a one-stop resource for relevant, timely
and hard-to-find information related to incident
management. The LLIS.gov Incident Management
page hosts over 1,000 documents, addressing such
topics as communication and information
management, incident command, incident site
management, NIMS implementation, resource
management, and multi-agency coordination. You
must register in order to access the Web site.
https://www.llis.dhs.gov/member/secure/dynamicpag
e.cfm?pagetitle=incidentmanagement

Membership Update (7/14/07)

From Dee Wild, President

Our membership drive is off to a great start!
After one month we are at 107 members — ten
founding members and ninety-seven introductory
members. Thanks to all of you for your support!
We would like to recognize the following
founding members:

K-9 Stryker

K-9 Thor

K-9 Beau

Eileen Nobles

Susan Bulanda

K-9 Roo

Leslie Godchaux

Brian Hendrickson
Continental Kennel Club, Inc.
Larry Welker

Corrections to last newsletter:

Founding Member was shown at

Z< $1,000 per year. It should be a

M  one time payment of $1,000. As

previously stated correctly, five

hundred dollars will go towards a

life  membership and the

remaining $500 will go into a special

account designated by the member. The three

categories are: education, research or unrestricted
use.

. There was a typo in Jennifer Massey'’s

! bio: in one instance it said BSRDA

' instead of VSRDA. Also, per Jennifer,

: she did not form the INSARAG Search Dog
- Technical Working Group - she is a

- member of this newly formed group.

We apologize for any inconvenience these errors
i may have caused. :

A membership application is attached to this
newsletter and can also be found on the
website at www.n-sda.org

Scratch a dog and you'll find a permanent job.

This column,
formerly called Dog
Whispers, is devoted
to interesting things that you may have heard that
you would like to pass along. This would include
what other organizations might be doing, some new
tidbit about dog behavior or some training tip. Items
carried under Yip Yap are the view point of the
contributor and may or may not reflect the opinion of
NSDA. All items submitted must be signed and you
need to be willing to have your name associated with
your submittal. Please send submissions for this
column to Dana Ray at trainingquestions@n-sda.org
Remember that this is your column in your newsletter
so please contribute.




