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National Search Dog Alliance

NSDA Elects New Officers

At the Quarterly Board Meeting on June 25,
2010, the following officers were elected by
the Board of Directors:

President — Norma Snelling
Vice-President — Frank Hancock
Secretary - Sue Wolff
Treasurer — Larry Welker

Please feel free to contact any of them with
questions, suggestions and/or concerns.
Their e-mail addresses are listed on the
NSDA website (www.n-sda.org) and at the
end of every newsletter.

THANKS

Founder of NSDA and Past President Dee
Wild and Board Member Cris Goodhue have
left the NSDA Board of Directors this year.

Dee has been on the Board since the
inception of NSDA and served as the first
President. Cris has served one term on the
Board and leaves to spend more time
teaching SAR.

Their advice will be missed but not lost.
They've both said they could be called upon
to help NSDA. Dee will remain in charge of
the Mentoring Program and will join the
NSDA Advisory Board. Cris’ expertise with
seminars and teaching is a great asset to
NSDA and will be utilized.

Letter from the President
By Norma Snelling

NSDA Members:

I look forward to the next year being a
busy and productive one. The Board will be
meeting this week to discuss how various
projects are going to be accomplished and
we will be reaching out to our members to
help us implement those plans.

High on the priority list is organizing our
Evaluators so that they can be responsive
to requests for testing. We will discuss not
only a major conference during the next
year but also a couple of smaller regional
ones. Any team that would like to host a
testing weekend or a seminar should
contact me and we will do our best to make
it happen. Any individual handler that
would like to test should contact Georgia
Baker at georgiambaker@bellsouth.net

We will be developing a team of individuals
across the country that can appear at state
SAR conferences to represent NSDA. We
will be looking for people who are
comfortable speaking to service groups,
SAR management and law enforcement
groups. To do this, we need persons to
develop programs that can be presented to
these groups by power point, demos, etc.

We need a strong leader with computer
skills or media development and
presentation experience to chair our
Education Committee and supervise these
various projects. Our current Education
Chair has done a great job in getting our
written tests completed and online but
would now like to transfer to Membership
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Chair. An announcement regarding this is
included in this newsletter.

We discovered this past year that our
Bylaws are totally inadequate for a national
corporation. We will be taking steps to
correct that and should have a draft of the
Bylaws to our members for review in the
next few weeks.

Some of you have made generous offers to
help. If we have not taken advantage of
your offer, please try us again. We will be
needing personnel and will be keeping a list
according to the field in which you would
enjoy working. You may send your contact
information to me at snelling@olypen.com
until we choose a volunteer to head up this
task. You may volunteer for that position
also.

Join us in helping NSDA grow and thank
you for your support.

Short Note from the Past President
By Sue Wolff

It was an honor for me to have been
President of NSDA this past year. Even
though we had growing pains, NSDA still
managed to achieve a number of goals:
online testing, revamping and updating the
Policy and Procedures, implementing the
evaluations under the AKC Grant, and beta
testing Trailing to name a few.

NSDA received words of support from many
members and I thank you all for those.
We've stuck together through a hail storm
and have come out the other side profiting
from our mistakes. Now the Alliance can
go forward from here.

HERNANDEZ
SPONSORSHIP

The Hernandez Search Dog
Sponsorship was established
with the NSDA by Mrs. Kai
Hernandez to commemorate

the lives lost in the attack on
the United States on
September 11, 2001, including her
husband, Glen Thompson and to recognize
and assist search dog handlers.

The funding level for 2010/2011 is:

e Up to $1,000.00 for the purchase of a
new dog or puppy along with
medical/vet bills for the first year.
Excess purchase monies may be
utilized for other items related to this
dog/puppy upon request of the
recipient and at the discretion of the
Sponsorship Coordinator.

e Up to $100.00 during the first year and
$200.00 the second year for training
classes or seminars. If the full
$100.00 is not utilized during the first
year, it may be added to the second
year’s total.

e Overages will be held for contingency
funding as determined by the
Sponsorship Coordinator.

An application is attached to this newsletter
and is also on the NSDA website.

Deadline for receipt of applications is
August 15, 2010. Applications received
after this date will not be processed. The
application receipt date is set so that the
selection process will allow the winner to be
announced on September 11.

Further information regarding the
Sponsorship is at www.n-sda.org
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SEMINAR IN
CODY

Thanks to Cris, Annig,
Brock, Bryan, Coop, Doug
and others at Hi-Country
Search Dogs, the Cody
Seminar was run smoothly
and very efficiently.

Breakfast every morning was at 0700 hours
at which time sandwich ingredients were
put out for everyone to fix their own bag
lunch for the day. At 0800 hours, everyone
was either in their training area or on the
way by car. Dinner was at 1800 hours and
at 1900 hours a program was presented.

Tom Osterkamp spoke on scent and how it
moves. Another night the local ME
discussed forensic pathology. The last
night a raffle was held. Hi-Country
members had obtained donated items from
vendors such as Tritronics, My Typo, Ray
Allen and PetSafe. ’

Handlers and their K-9s hailed
from as far east as New York
State. Southern states
represented were North and
South Carolina, Florida, Texas,
Tennessee and Louisiana.
Handlers from Ohio, Wisconsin,
Missouri, Indiana and Idaho
were there as were several
who hailed from Canada.

Thanks to a grant from the American
Kennel Club, Principal Evaluators were
present at the seminar to conduct
certification testing. Cam Daggett tested
Area Search and Sue Wolff did Land Human
Remains Detection.

The location was breathtaking: elevation of
over 8,000 feet surrounded by mountains
covered in lush evergreens. The
accommodations were outstanding, clean

and comfortable. The food was excellent
and the staff friendly and helpful. While
there was no cell service unless your carrier
was Alltel, there were numerous computers
at the facility and all had internet access.

The only thing that did not cooperate at the
seminar was the weather. Wednesday
there was rain mixed with pea sized hail.
Wednesday night was

chilly but nothing

compared to Thursday. 0%0
Not only was it cold but
there was a steady
wind of 15 mph with
gusts up to 30 mph
and snow flurries
mixed in. That night it
snowed and there was
approximately % inch
on the ground to start Friday. The weather
did get warmer and only sweatshirts and/or
long sleeved shirts were needed on Friday
and Saturday.

In a discussion the last night of the
seminar, it was the general consensus of
those attending that the smaller, regional
conference was preferable to a large one.
There was less down time and more one-
on-one with the instructors.

NSDA K-9 CERTIFICATIONS
at Cody

The following Handlers and K-9s received
certifications at the Cody Seminar:

e Eva Briggs and K-9 Boomer, Area

e Terri Kent and K-9 Jaela (Malinois),
Area

e Tom Osterkamp and K-9 Stormy (Lab),
Land Human Remains Detection
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Seminar Comments

What you liked best about the seminar:

e Instructors, dog work, advice and help
General air of professionalism

e Small class size per instructor/student

e Good accommodations

¢ High Country K-9 team members
made you feel welcome

e Well organized, great people, great
instructors

e Very welcoming and helpful attitude,
fun training and at the same time,
professional

e Beautiful location

e Top notch teaching

e Loved the facility and the support
from High Country Search and Rescue

e Could not have been organized better

Recommendations:

e Add trailing

e Midwest location

e Cell phone
reception

JULY PODCAST

The Network Committee
is planning NSDA’s next
PODCAST for 8:00 PM EDT on July 25,
2010. Jim Hanley will discuss a missing
person’s case from May 14, 2008. On
that date Brian Swanson of Marshall,
Minnesota, disappeared. Swanson called
his parents and told them he drove into a
ditch near Lynd, just a couple miles south
of Marshall. His car was stuck and he
needed help. Searchers found Swanson's

car in a ditch near Taunton, northwest of

Marshall off a highway Swanson traveled
all the time.

Since that time, searchers have continued
to look for Swanson’s remains, covering
many acres on numerous farms in the
area. Hear about this search by joining
our PODCAST on July 25,

The general public can listen or download
NSDA Episodes by merely going to:
http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763. The
PODCASTs remain available for download
indefinitely.

And a reminder, the NSDA PODCAST can
be updated automatically via an RSS on
iTunes.com. Go to iTunes.com or Google
and enter ‘NSDA PODCAST' as your search
term. There you will find additional ways
to listen to and download all of the NSDA
PODCAST episodes.

BOD MEETING DATES
Annual Meeting: Thursday, September 16, 2010

4™ Quarter Meeting: Thursday, December 16, 2010

MIXED BREEDS NOW
COMPETE IN AKC

As of April 1, 2010, American Kennel Club
Canine Partners program allows mixed
breed dog owners to list their dogs and
complete in AKC Rally®, Obedience and
Agility. Each AKC
participation is voluntary.

Mixed breeds will compete in the
same classes and earn the same
titles as their

({i

neutered.
to be spayed or neutered, the owner must
certify that the dog will be spayed or
neutered at the time recommended by the
owner’s veterinarian.

No wolf-dog hybrids may be permitted on
an AKC Canine Partners listing.

To find out more about this program
and/or to enroll, see their website at
www.akc.org

club’s —_—

i
A

(]
purebred o
counterparts. No dog may ‘\1 "
compete unless spayed or ( J ’)
If the dog is too young cC'c
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TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

NOTE: June's "Training Opportunities"
had 2009 schedules. We regret the error.

August 9 - 13, Lost Person Behavior
Train The Trainer. Course details and
registration information are at www.dbs-
sar.com.

September 10 - 12, Mountain Rescue
UK, Dublin, Ireland

September 30 - October 2, New York
SARCON

September 30 - October 3, Mount
Washington Alpine Resort Training
Weekend, British Columbia Search Dog

Association. For more information, see
http://www.bcsda.com/Training.html

October 3--October 8, Canine Search
& Recovery Fall Seminar 2010,
Guntersville, Alabama (north Alabama) at
Trico Girl Scout Camp hosted by North
Alabama Search Dog Association. For
complete information, along with class
offerings, instructors, registration info
and costs, go to
http://www.nasdak9.org/CSAR10.htm

October 14 - 17, Northwest SARCon,
Oregon

October 22 - 24, Rescue 2010 Iceland
This is Iceland s international conference

organized by ICE-SAR and held every two
years.

November 19 - 21, LandSAR NZ, New
Zealand. Email inquires to
ross.browne@landsar.org.nz

SARSCENE2010, Canada. expected to
take place in Regina, Saskatchewan.

NSDA EVALUATION
LOCATIONS & DATES

NSDA is hosting five evaluation weekends
between September, 2010 and March,
2011. The dates and hosting cities are
pending as follows:

Fresno, CA -Nov. 6-7, 2010
Organizer: Curt Engle

Guntersville, AL (Trico Girl Scout Camp)
- Oct. 4-7, 2010
Organizer--Darcy Harbaugh

Shreveport, LA - Nov. 6-7, 2010
Organizer --Georgia Baker

Eatonton, GA - (Rock Eagle 4H Camp)
Feb. 24 — 27, 2011 (NSDA 2011 Seminar)
Organizer -- Jan Meyer

BOOK REVIEW

By Larry Welker

The Art Of Racing In The Rain by Garth
Stein, HarperCollins Publishers; ISBN-13:
978-1-60751-431-2

This is a short book you'll have a hard
time putting down. It is a story told by
Enzo, a mix breed retriever who's proud
to have a little spaniel in his “Heinz 57"
pedigree.

The story opens as Enzo is entering his
twelfth year; he's 84 in man-years. Tired,
sore, and stiff from hip dysplasia plus a
tangle with a car a few years back, Enzo
tells us his life's story from being picked
out of a multi-puppy litter by his forever
master and best friend to his pending trip
across and beyond the Rainbow Bridge.

What an engrossing story this turns out to
be. Even though its being told to you by a
dog, in first person, you get pulled in on
the turn of every quick page. Enzo will
quickly let you know that a dog can't dwell
on things too long so the book's chapters
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are short, tantalizing, and presented just
as Enzo sees things.

Of course there are some life lessons in
this story told by a dog about his human
family. He'll talk about the 'Black Demon
Zebra' that can drive you blind with rage,
the Mongolian legends about dogs and an
afterlife, and he really does get to ride in
a racecar...though not in the rain.

We all get wrapped up in our everyday
dramas of life that are played out at work,
home, and as SAR dog handlers. Even
with all that going on, I encourage you, as
a dog owner, to take the few hours to let
Enzo tell you his story. You'll be reminded
of the most important formulas for a
successful and happy life....."you can't win
the race if you don't finish the race" and
you must keep your eyes on the road
ahead of you.....because "where the eyes
go, the wheels go" !

Enjoy.....I sure did!

DIGITAL vs FILM

Use of conventional film has
finally come to an end in crime
scene documentation. The
State of Wisconsin was the last
one to convert its state crime
laboratories from film to digital
photography. This ends 136
years of film crime scene documentation
in the United States.

Digital photography was utilized as long
ago as fifteen (15) years but, since the
picture resolution was low,
film cameras were still

= utilized. But the last
' several years have
I' changed all that. Image
resolution has improved

greatly and agencies have
phased out film based photography

systems.

The photo industry has contributed to this
change over to digital as well.

e 2006: Nikon stopped
producing 35mm  film
cameras.

e 2008: Polaroid announced
it would stop making
instant film.

e 2009: Kodak announced

it has retired Kodachrome.

Other fields are switching to digital as
well.
e The movie industry is moving toward
replacing film with digital solutions.
e The medical field is moving away
from film based x-rays.

One of the major concerns about
switching to digital was manipulation of
the digital image. A Wisconsin legislature
was so angered by the engineering of a
digital image by high school students that
he felt that, if students were capable of
such wrong doing, then so were others.

To ensure proper use of digital images
and to solve the legal complexities of this
issue, the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) established the Scientific
Working Group on Imaging
Technologies (SWGIT) in 1999. (K-9
handlers may be familiar with
another Scientific Working Group,
SWDOG.) Recommendations and
Guidelines for use of Digital Image
Processing in the Criminal Justice System
is a SWGIT document that might of
particular use. All SWGIT’'s documents
are online at the International Association
for Identification website: www.theiai.org

The legal requirements for admissibility in
court of digital images is the same as for
film ones. SWGIT'’s policy about changes
to an image (Photoshopping digital images
has been of great concern) are that the
changes are acceptable as long as the
following criteria are met:

e The original image is preserved.

e The processing steps are logged.
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e The end result is presented as an
enhanced image which may be
reproduced by utilizing the logged
steps to the original image.

Digital archiving and chain of custody are
the two biggest areas of concern and are
the costliest. Digital images take up a
great deal of storage space on a computer
system. Compressing the image files is
considered a form of alteration.

There are two processes of compression:
lossless and lossy.

Lossless compression reduces the size of
the file by removing redundant data.
This data can be retrieved during
reconstruction of the picture. Therefore
lossless compression results in almost
no loss of information. (GIF is an
example of this file format.)

While the lossy method brings about
greater compression and reduction of file
size, it removes both redundant and
irrelevant information. Irrelevant
information cannot be retrieved and
therefore this method is inappropriate for
criminal justice use. (JPEG is an example
of this file format.)

A read-only RAW file format is being
offered by some camera manufacturers.
These files are almost unalterable which
helps in chain of custody and archiving.
While this is the preferred file format for
digital images since it cannot be altered, it
takes up a great deal of storage space. It
also is usually a proprietary file format
which may make future displays of the
images impossible unless you have the
software.

TIFF is the next best format to RAW. It
has the same quality as RAW, is not
proprietary but still has a large file size.

While JPEG is the least desirable format, it
is still acceptable within  forensic

Y ,
As
ﬁ ); procedures become
f‘ .

laboratories. BMP formats are
unacceptable for forensic purposes.

There are several big advantages to
utilizing digital photography. Less storage
space is needed than for film photos.
Thousands of images can be captured on
a device versus 24 to 36 on a film camera.
Digital technology has finally taken its
place in the criminal justice system.

Source: Law Enforcement Technology

PET
INSURANCE

2l

veterinary

more like ones for

humans, so do the

costs. Medical
advances that help pets like longer are
expected to raise veterinary costs 6% in
2010. Costs topped $10 billion in 2009.

Many insurance companies are now
including pet insurance in their offerings
and at least a dozen companies specialize
in it. Compare plans at
www.petinsurancecomparison.org

Points to consider for pet insurance:

Cost : Like human health insurance, pet
policies have deductibles, co-pays, annual
premiums and limits for pre-existing
conditions. Consider your pets health and
life span when computing

yearly costs. nnn

0d
=10

Coverage Look for plans
that cover illnesses,
accidents and routine care.
See if the policy covers
chronic diseases such as
cancer and diabetes and at
what  cost. Surgical
coverage should include

,\‘\
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removal of swallowed objects and
treatment of hernias. The Insurance
Information Institute website at
www.iii.org/articles/pet-insurance.html
has more information on types of
coverage.

Restrictions: Is there a network
restriction? Letting your pet visit any
veterinarian and covering emergency care
is most useful. Check to see if treatment
by specialists (i.e. eye care, cancer)
covered.

Affordability Pet insurance may not be
necessary if you can pay costs as you go.
Consumer Reports found that its probably
better to put money in a separate savings
account than to give it to an insurance
company.

Ask your vet about discounts or wellness
packages that they might offer.

See
www.humanesociety.or/animals/resources
/tips/trouble affording pet.html for a

state-by-state guide on financial aid.
Source: USA Weekend

NEW MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Patricia Totillo has
volunteered to take over
processing Membership
Applications, getting the
cards to members and
seeking out new members
for NSDA. Pat’'s business
background is in
bookkeeplng so she is used to detail and
accuracy.

She is a founding member and team
trainer for K9SAR of Orange City, Florida,
and has been involved in search and
rescue since 2001. During that time, she
has participated in over a hundred
searches across the southeast. She has
certified canines thru LETS, NNDDA,
NASAR and NAPWDA. Currently, she
works two canines certified for land and

water. She is a Lead Evaluator for NASAR
for HRD land and water, Principal
Evaluator for Land HRD for NSDA and an
AKC CGC Evaluator. She is a Certified
Professional Dog Trainer - KA. She has
instructed at various seminars including
NSDA’s Inaugural Conference and the
recent one in Cody.

NSDA is indebted to Peggy Ann Buchman
for establishing the membership process
at the beginning of NSDA and keeping it
going since then. Peggy Ann will be taking
on a new job in charge of the NSDA
products and the online Depot.

RESOURCE LIST

NSDA received several additions to its
Resource List at the Cody Seminar but
continues to compile the List for posting
on the NSDA website. By filling out the
form attached to this newsletter and e-
mailing it to resourcelist@n-sda.org, the
team agrees to have this information
included in the website. No home
addresses will be included.

Board of Directors--

Norma Snelling, President, Washington
snelling@olypen.com, 360-808-0894

Frank Hancock, Vice-President, Georgia
bhancock3@bellsouth.net

Sue Wolff, Secretary, Tennessee
srt1530@starband.net

Larry Welker, Treasurer, Alabama
Iwelker@aol.com

Terry Crooks, Montana
tcrooks@frontiernet.net

Cameron Daggett, Idaho
camdaggett@cox.net

Jan Meyer, Missouri
janmeyer@att.net

Sherry Scruggs, Florida
k-9tracer@cox.net

Advisory Board--

e Susan Bulanda
Lisa Higgins
Marcia Koenig
Carol Ann Namur
Robert Noziska
Dee Wild
A. E. Wolff
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APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL
=5 SEARCH DOG ALLIANCE CANINE
SPONSORSHIP

Applicant must:

1. Beamember of NSDA. (The dog will be signed over to the individual.)

2. Agree to train the dog for Area Search/Air Scent, Disaster or both.

3. Agree to seek acceptable Canine Certification within two (2) years of receiving the dog.

4. Agree that, if the recipient stops participating in Canine SAR within four (4) years of receiving the dog or fails to
continue to meet the sponsorship requirements, they will notify the NSDA. The breeder and/or sponsor will have the
right to request the dog be returned.

5. Agreetobeboundby t he breederés contract, i f any.

Closing date for receipt of application is 15 August 2010. Applications received after this date will not be
processed.

Applicantds Name

Applicant:ds Address

Applicantds Phone(s):

Appl i canmilt 6s E

NSDA Membership Number:

Team or Organization affiliation:

Team or Organization Address:

Team or Organizational Supervisor:

Contact information for Supervisor:

Describe in 500 words or less why you wish to receive this sponsorship and the purpose for which
the dog will be used. Include training resources available to you.

Send application to: Art Wolff, Attention Sponsorship Program at arthur.wolff@Ileo.gov
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National Search Dog Alliance
RESOURCE LIST

DATE:
STATE

CITY

ORGANIZATION OR TEAM NAME

STATE OR COUNTY AFFILIATION
(If applicable)

IF ORGANIZATION, NUMBER OF TEAMS

FIELD OPERATIVE RESOURCES*/CAPABILITIES (area/air scenting, avalanche, disaster, evidence, land
HRD, trailing, urban, water HRD)

WEBSITE

CONTACT INFORMATION (name, position, telephone #, e-mail)
PERSON PROVIDING INFORMATION
POSITION ON TEAM/ORGANIZATION

By submitting this form, you are giving NSDA permission to post your information on the NSDA website
and publish it in any other appropriate medium. Email completed form to resourcelist@n-sda.org

* Field operative is defined as a dog and handler documented by their respective team as being qualified to
respond to actual searches.
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