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The newest form of training is e-learning i.e. 
webcasts, PODCASTS, webinars, etc.  NSDA has 
been on the cutting edge of this form of learning 
and will continue to offer its PODCASTS for 
FREE!  
 
Do not confuse any training offered for a fee by 
NSDA members to be sanctioned by NSDA.  To 
reiterate, NSDA e-training is offered to the general 
public as well as SAR professionals for FREE and 
the organization plans to continue to do so. 
 
In the future, NSDA plans to offer e-training 
modules on various aspects of K-9 SAR, some 
with the intent to assist with studying for the tests.  
These also will be FREE. 
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At the Quarterly Meeting on June 25, 2009, the 
following officers were elected by the Board of 
Directors: 
 
President – Sue Wolff 
Vice-President – Terry Crooks 
Secretary – Sherry Scruggs 
Treasurer – Norma Snelling 
 
Please feel free to contact any of them with 
questions, suggestions and/or concerns.  Their e-
mail addresses are listed on the NSDA website 
(www.n-sda.org) and at the end of every 
newsletter. 
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NSDA continues to compile a 
K-9 SAR Resource List for 
posting on the NSDA website.  
By filling out the form attached 
to this newsletter and e-mailing 
it to resourcelist@n-sda.org, the team agrees to 
have this information included in the website.  No 
home addresses will be included. 
 

BOOK PRICE REDUCED 
 
NSDA has reduced the price of its book, Pick of 
the Pack.  Members price will be $17.95 and non-
members will pay $19.95.  To purchase, mail a 
check to Norma Snelling, P.O. box 3100 
Sequim, WA 98382. 
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The Hernandez Search Dog 
Sponsorship was established with 
the NSDA by Mrs. Kai Hernandez 
to commemorate the lives lost in 
the attack on the United States on 
September 11, 2001, including her 
husband, Glen Thompson and to recognize and 
assist search dog handlers.   

The funding level for 2009/2010 is: 

·  Up to $1,000.00 for the purchase of a new 
dog or puppy along with medical/vet bills for 
the first year.  Excess purchase monies may 
be utilized for other items related to this 
dog/puppy upon request of the recipient and 
at the discretion of the Sponsorship 
Coordinator.   
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·  Up to $100.00 during the first year and 
$200.00 the second year for training classes 
or seminars.  If the full $100.00 is not 
utilized during the first year, it may be added 
to the second year’s total.   

·  Overages will be held for contingency 
funding as determined by the Sponsorship 
Coordinator.   

 

An application is attached to this newsletter and is 
also on the NSDA website. 
 

Deadline for receipt of applications is August 31, 
2009.  Applications received after this date will 
not be processed.  The application receipt date is 
set so that the selection process will allow the 
winner to be announced on September 11. 
 
Further information regarding the Sponsorship 

is at www.n-sda.org 
 
 

PODCASTS 
 
All Podcasts are now listed at Talk Shoe by 
subject matter, not only date.  This will facilitate 
anyone trying to locate a topic that they are 
interested in or one that they want to listen to 
again.  There is a direct link to Podcast 
information on the NSDA website front page at 
www.n-sda.org 
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By Sue Wolff 

 
As I begin serving as President 
of NSDA, I would like to thank 
Norma Snelling for her 
guidance and dedication during 
her tenure as President.  She has 
followed the foundation that 
Dee Wild has laid and has taken 
NSDA forward from that 

fledgling organization into one that is fast  

becoming a force in the K-9 SAR community.  I 
am glad that Norma is not leaving the Board and 
that she has agreed to be Treasurer. 
 
NSDA is fortunate to have Terry staying on a 
Vice-President and Sherry as Secretary.  They’ve 
both done great jobs in their positions and have 
agreed to hold them for another year. 
 
Cam has done a first-rate job as Treasurer.  He 
was helpful in obtaining a bookkeeper to handle 
every day business for the organization.  He is 
leaving the Treasurer’s position to take on a 
substantial project for NSDA. 
 
Jan has done a wonderful job filling out an 
unexpired term on the Board.  While she is leaving 
as a Board Member, NSDA will not be losing her 
expertise.  She will be coordinating NSDA 
conferences. 
 
The Board welcomes Larry Welker as its newest 
member.  Larry will continue with the Podcasts 
and will share his computer and e-training 
expertise through coordinating our Website 
programs. 
 
NSDA will be continuing with creating the canine 
standards, putting the information online, testing 
and certifying.  Evaluators will be chosen to 
facilitate the certification process and a training 
element is being developed for the Evaluator 
Workshops.  E-learning will be progressing with 
modules on all the standards and education for the 
general test.  We are also looking into simulations 
and interactive training.  Seminars are being 
planned for both the east and west coasts of the 
U.S. and all efforts are being made to keep the 
costs affordable. 
 
NSDA will continue to be an open organization.  
All Board Members’ e-mail addresses are listed on 
the website (www.n-sda.org) and at the end of 
each newsletter.  Please feel free to contact any 
one of us with ideas, concerns and/or suggestions 
you might have to help the organization.  You are 
the Voice of K-9 Search and Rescue. 
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By Pat Totillo 

 
The National Search Dog Alliance held the 
quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors by 
conference call on June 25, 2009.   Norma 
Snelling called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM 
EDT. 
 
Present were:   

Region 1   Norma Snelling, Cameron Daggett, 
Cris Goodhue 

Region 2   Dee Wild, Sue Wolff, Jan Meyer 
Region 3   Sherry Scruggs 

 
Absent were:   

Region 1   Terry Crooks (on vacation) 
Region 3   Jacob Weaver (sick) 

 
 
Members requesting attendance and present on the 
call: 
Larry Welker (until seated as board member), 
Gloria Howard, Monica Mcfadden, Kriss Brock, 
Len Tromon, and Patricia Totillo 
 
Norma Snelling, President, started the meeting by 
thanking all the board members, committee chairs 
and members for all their efforts and hard work 
over the past year. 

 
Sherry Scruggs reported that she had 
received the hard copies of the election 
ballots from Art Wolff, Election 
Committee Chair.  The count has been 

verified and Larry Welker had a majority of the 
votes for Region 2. 
 
Cameron Daggett reported that as of April 30, 
2009, total assets were $37,676.93.  This consisted 
of restricted funds of $9,475 and unrestricted 
funds of $31,371. 

 
Due to the low interest rates, it was decided not to 
place funds in a CD at this time. 
 
Dee Wild reported she is waiting on the report 
from the last beta test for HRD land.  Upon 
receiving that, changes will be made and the 
standards should be ready to go.  There were 
problems with the set-up of the roadway portion 
and that will be addressed in the Evaluator 
Workshop. 
 
On HRD water, Sherry Scruggs has sent the 
suggestions from the Board to the Committee and 
is waiting on their report. 
 
Larry Welker reported there have been ten 
podcasts to date.  There have been 2,049 
downloads of the podcasts.  NIMS Standards was 
the most popular.  Titles have been added for each 
episode to facility ease of downloading. 
 
NSDA members total 379 with 1100 people 
receiving the monthly newsletter. 
 
Sue Wolff reported the current website developer 
will continue to do it for free unless it gets too 
complicated.  There is a California company 
willing to develop it but it would be very costly.  
Larry Welker commented that currently the 
programs on the website are not state of the art 
and could be more user friendly.  NSDA is a 
national organization and must reflect itself as 
such.  As Larry is a 
program developer, he 
brings to the Board a much 
needed resource.  His 
expertise will be invaluable.  
He is currently discussing 
with a developer ways to 
improve the website and 
even offer simulation 
training.  This would be a huge benefit especially 
for new handlers. 
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There is a problem with PayPal that the 
membership should be aware of.  PayPal is set 
up by their company to automatically renew 
member’s dues.  The Board and the members 
were not aware of this.  This situation is being 
addressed and should be rectified but, if you  
have used PayPal to pay your dues, make sure 
you do not end up paying twice.     
 
Norma Snelling reported that currently the cost 
of the Education Committee book, Pick of the 
Pack, is $22.00 for non-members and $18.00 for 
members.  She has been advised by two major 
publishers that the market value of the book 
should be $19.95.  It was decided to reduce the 
price of the book to $19.95 for non-members and 
$17.95 for members.  Trust me (even though I 
am being biased), this book is 
well worth the money! 
 
A resource list is being 
compiled. If you are interested 
in being listed, look for the 
contact information in the 
newsletter.  The Board felt the 
list should be open to the public.  
Once the list is completed, they 
will decide how to display it. 
 
Jan Meyers was thanked for her service to the 
organization.  Jan will continue to spear head the 
seminar committee.  She already has the outline 
for 2010 and is working on 2011. 
 
As a result of the election, Sherry Scruggs 
retained her seat from Region 3 and Larry 
Welker was seated from Region 2.  The 
following officers were elected: 
 
 President    Sue Wolff 
 Vice President  Terry Crooks 
 Secretary  Sherry Scruggs 
 Treasurer  Norma Snelling 
 
Norma reported the third draft of the trailing 
standard has been sent to the Board and she is 
waiting for input where disagreements exist.  
Board members were asked to send their 
comments to Norma via email.  From the bits  

and pieces I heard, the trailing standard will be 
very real to life. 
 
The next in person meeting will be the second 
weekend of October.  Several sites were 
suggested.  It appears Denver would be the most 
economical.  Cris Goodhue extended an 
invitation for everyone to stay at her house.   
 
Sherry Scruggs thanked everyone for all their 
hard work and commented on how all the 
members of the Board worked very well 
together.  It is a pleasure serving on the Board. 
 
There being no further business, President Sue 
Wolff adjourned the meeting at 9:10 PM EDT. 
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A chart at the end of this newsletter lists all 
the books that have been read by NSDA 
reviewers.  Also shown on the chart are the 
newsletters in which these reviews can be 
found.   
 
This chart will also be on the NSDA 
website and will updated periodically. 
 

JULY PODCAST  
 

The Network Committee is planning NSDA’s 
next PODCAST for 8:00 PM EDT on July 26, 
2009.  Last year our first PODCAST was a 
discussion on NIMS and NSDA Standards and 
that PODCAST has been the most popular of all 
our topics.  The Network Committee plans on 
the July PODCAST to provide an update on 
where NSDA has been this past year and where 
we are going concerning our development of 
standards!   Please watch your ‘email list’ for 
further details. 
 
In August, we’ll conclude our PODCAST in the 
team training series with a program that 
addresses ‘What you do when your team arrives 
at the Search Site’. 
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Poisoning Alert 

Many home improvement 
stores are selling a 
houseplant that can cause 
serious poisoning in pets 
and children.  The plant is 
called the Sago Palm or 
Cycad.  It is also referred to 
as The Oldest Known 
Plant.  It is used in outdoor 
landscaping in Southern 
States but can only survive 
as a houseplant in the 

North.  All of this plant, including the red seeds 
and root ball, are toxic.  

A chemical in the plant called cycasin is toxic 
and often causes permanent liver damage as well 
as neurological damage if enough of the poison 
is absorbed by the body. The seeds are the most 
poisonous part of the plant and the effects on 
humans are seizures, coma and death. 

Signs of illness first appear about 12 hours after 
ingestion and include gastrointestinal signs such 
as vomiting, diarrhea and lethargy.  The toxins in 
the plant lead to severe liver failure with 
progressive weakness, jaundice, bruising and 
bleeding and other signs of liver failure that lead 
to death. 

It is estimated that 75-80% of animals ingesting 
this plant will die in spite of aggressive medical 
treatment.  If you have one of these plants in 
your home, be sure to keep it away from pets and 
children, preferably by disposing of it safely in a 
covered trash can or finding it a home with 
someone who does not have pets or young 
children in the household.   
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ICE WATER SERIOUS 
PROBLEM FOR K-9S 

 
 
Giving ice water to a hot dog can cause violent 
muscle spasms in the stomach which will then 
result in bloating.   
 
Think about it this way.  If a person falls into a 
frozen lake, what happens to their muscles?  
They contract and spasm.  Consider that and 
compare it to a dog's stomach. 
 
Even though the dog’s temperature may appear 
to be down enough to feed and give ice water, 

the canine’s internal 
temperature may still be 
high.  Normal water (room 
temp.) or cooling with cold 
towels on the inter thigh is 
the best way to help cool a 
dog.   

source:  
Forum.justlabradors.com 

 
CANADIAN SAR TEAMS 

SUSPEND SERVICE 
due to insurance issue 

According to CBC News on June 15, 2009, three 
search and rescue teams suspended service after 
a lawsuit was launched by a man whose wife 
died when the couple got lost in the backcountry 
near the Kicking Horse Resort in British 
Columbia, Canada.  
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The suspension was linked to a lawsuit filed last 
month by Gilles Blackburn against the Golden 
and District Search and Rescue Association 
following the death of his wife, Marie-Josée 
Fortin.  Blackburn and Fortin were backcountry 
skiing near Golden, B.C. in February when they 
got lost.  Fortin died of hypothermia after seven 
days in the mountains and it wasn't until two 
days after that Blackburn was found by the 
Golden search team. 

Kyle Hale, a member of Golden Search and 
Rescue, said volunteers routinely risk their lives 
to save others — yet may still be sued for doing 
it.  SAR leaders in the province say they have 
been warning the B.C. government for years of 
the need for better liability insurance.  Golden 
has proper insurance coverage but has withdrawn 
its services because so many others in the 
province don't have it. 

The following is a post from: Jacquie Beveridge 
on the hugatree@yahoogroups.com  

"While it is truly tragic that Ms. Fortin lost her 
life, it is NOT the fault of SAR personnel that she 
and her husband were violating the boundaries, 
thereby putting themselves in an unsafe 
situation. 

All members of SAR are to be highly commended 
for their unselfish dedication to saving those 
people who are stupid (or macho) enough to get 
themselves into situations that jeopardize their 
own lives as well as the lives of SAR volunteers. 

A counter-suit should be filed charging Mr. 
Blackburn for the cost of the rescue. He is 
jeopardizing a countless number of people who 
may not be found safe because the SAR 
volunteers may not be there to conduct the 
search. 

As past administrator of Hug-A-Tree and Survive 
(a survival education program developed as a 
direct result of the death of our nine-year old 
son, Jimmy) we are grateful beyond words for 
the sincere dedication of all SAR personnel. 

Canada has embraced the program and helped 
save countless lives by educating children 
through this program." 

 
The RCMP has already admitted, publicly, they 
failed in properly handling the initiation of a cal l 
for SAR resources.  
 

Sources:  CBC.com & hugatree@yahoo.groups.com 
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by Eva Briggs 
 
 

On Friday June 26 2009 
my canine partner Boomer  - an 
air scent border collie – used up 
one of his nine lives.  I’m 
recounting this cautionary tale 
with the hope that no one else will 
repeat my mistakes. 

After two days of heavy 
rain and thunderstorms, the sun 
pierced the clouds and I decided to take a walk 
on the Monkey Run trail owned by Cornell 
University.  The property is split by Fall Creek.  
I have often visited the more popular north 
segment where some of the trails border the 
steep ravine going down to the creek.  Although 
the ravine is steep, dogs (including Boomer) can 
run up and down the incline. 

I decided to visit the south half of 
Monkey Run which does not have a bridge 
connection to the north half, and therefore is 
accessed from a completely different road.  I 
parked in the deserted lot, planning to hike the 
trails for about an hour.  The trails were well 
maintained though muddy from the rain, the 
trees tall and beautiful, and the birds chirping 
happily.  What a relaxing jaunt. 

The trail ended at Fall Creek downstream 
from the trails I was familiar with on the 
opposite side, and led to the top of a steep bank.  
Before I realized what was happening, my dog 
peeked over.  Seconds later, I saw his butt 
disappear over the edge. 
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The bank was wet, slippery, and possibly 
unstable due to the rain.  I lay down on my 
stomach and peered over the edge hoping there 
was a ledge and that Boomer hadn’t gone down 

to the bottom. Instead, I saw 
him swimming out of the 
rain-swollen creek (which is 
more like a small river in 
size).  I found out the next day 
via Terrain Navigator that the 
fall was 99 feet. 

There’s no way to tell 
a scared dog to wait at the 

bottom while you walk one quarter mile 
upstream to a safe place to descend and lead him 
to safety.  Miraculously he seemed uninjured, 
but he immediately started climbing up. 

I knew that he couldn’t reach the top, 
because the bank is overhung.  Boomer managed 
to ascend about 75 feet before digging into the 
gravel to make a ledge.  Because the cliff is 
scoured from glacial deposits, it is made up of 
sand and gravel, not ledge rock. 

I knew that we couldn’t get out of this 
without help, so I called 911 from my cell phone. 

I didn’t dare leave my dog to walk to the 
trailhead, so I had to explain my location to the 
911 dispatcher and fire chief.  They were great, 
but neither was familiar with the area and neither 
was savvy with directions.  Fighting panic and 
fear, I had to give a very detailed description of 
trails I had seen once, remembering every turn 
and landmark that hadn’t seemed important on 
the way out.  Without my GPS, I couldn’t give 
my exact location.  If I had my whistle, they 
might have heard me from the trailhead. 

After thirty minutes, the Varna Fire 
Department arrived.  One of them followed the 
bank upstream and picked his 
way down a less steep area, 
then walked downstream to 
Boomer. He called and called 
but Boomer wouldn’t move.  
The firefighter climbed back 
up, and helped me descend.  
Since there were plenty of 
rescuers watching my dog, I 
didn’t mind leaving him out of my sight.  

I wished I’d worn boots 
instead of sneakers because I 
had to slide down the slope on 
my butt.  When I reached the 
spot below Boomer and called 
him, he refused to come down.  

And no wonder; it looked even steeper from the 
bottom.  

I climbed back out of the gorge with the 
help of the rescuer who had climbed down with 
me and we discussed our options.  Although two 
of the people in the Fire Department had basic 
rope skills, they wanted to avoid rappelling down 
if possible.  They did not have a rescue harness 
for a dog and weren’t sure if their ropes were 
rated for this application.  Even though there is a 
county rope rescue unit, they would not deploy 
for a dog.  Even if they would deploy for a dog, 
they were already deployed several miles 
downstream on a body recovery incident.  

One of the rescuers asked me if it was 
OK to get a loop over Boomer’s neck and haul 
him up to safety.  Even though I was worried 
that he would choke, there was only about an 
hour of daylight left.  

The rescuer tied himself to a tree, and 
leaned over the cliff with his noose.  He tried for 
thirty minutes before he lassoed Boomer, just as 
the two men with rope skills began preparing to 
rappel down.  

They hauled Boomer up in seconds, and 
he came up wagging, wiggling, and with doggy 
kisses for all!  He was covered in mud and 
very thirsty but otherwise unscathed.  Just 
to be sure Boomer was OK, I restricted his 
activity for several days. 

 

I made three mistakes: 
 

�  MISTAKE #1: I didn’t look at a topo map 
of the area beforehand. 

�  MISTAKE #2: I didn’t bring my pack 
with minimum equipment like my GPS 
and a whistle. 

�  MISTAKE #3: I was wearing sneakers. 
 

So remember on your next stroll: check 
the map, bring basic safety supplies, and wear 
your boots.  And leash your dog near any cliffs.  
I am lucky that my dog survived unscathed.
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TRAINING 
 

July 16-19, Colorado, Bi-Annual Search + Rescue 
Management Academy 2009, Western State College 
in Gunnison, Colorado.  For more information, see 
http://www.cosarma.org/ 
 
August 10-15, Lost Person Behavior Instructor 
Course, based upon the program developed by 
Robert Koester and currently used by the Virginia 
Department of Emergency Management's SAR 
program.  The course will be held at Blue Ridge 
School near Charlottesville, VA.  More information 
is at  
http://www.dbs-sar.com/LPB_TTT/index.htm 
 
August 21-23, Illinois SAR Conference (ISARC), 
Rend Lake Resort & Conference Center, 
Whittington, IL.  For more information 
http://www.illinoissar.org/Conference.htm 
 
August 29 & 30. Marcia Koenig will be giving a 
two-day problem-solving seminar in upstate New 
York.  Follow the links below for more information: 
http://www.hydrolyte.us/index.html 
The second link is directly to the Seminar page: 
http://www.hydrolyte.us/seminar.html 
and the last link is directly to the Registration and 
payment page: 
http://www.hydrolyte.us/registration.html 
 
September 11-13, California SAREX, Yosemite 
National Park.  For more information, see 
www.sarex2009.com 
 
September 11-13, WA State Dog Meet, Stanwood, 
Washington, Warm Beach Christian Camp and 
Conference Center; NNSSDDAA  cceerr tt ii ff iiccaatt iioonn  tteesstt iinngg  
ooff ffeerr eedd;; meals, lodging, and registration of $95 
($110 if postmarked after August 10th and $125 if 
postmarked after September 1st); Registration forms 
& additional information available at: 
http://www.scvsark9.org/2009DogMeet.aspx 
 
Sept 18-20 Arizona SAR (AZSAR) Conference, 
Salvation Army Camp Ponderosa in Heber, AZ.  
Contact Janes Langston (620) 464-6220. 
October 9-11, SAR City, California, billed as the 
largest SAR school on the West Coast:  training and 
information sharing for rescue, fire, medical and law 
enforcement.  For more information, see 
http://www.bcconline.com/sarcity/index.htm 

 
October 9-10, Ohio 1st Annual SAR 
Conference, Hidden Hollow Camp in Bellville, 
OH.  Robert Koester will be giving courses on 
Lost Person Behavior, Search Management and 
Urban Search. For conference schedule and 
registration go to the link below and click on Special 
Events. 
www.ohiospecialresponseteam.org 
 
October 10, Ohio Special Response Team 
inaugural conference in Mansfield Ohio.  For more 
information, contact info@dbs-sar.com 
 
October 15, Northwest SARCon, Clackamas 
County, Oregon:  For information, see  
http://www.clackamas.us/sheriff/sarcon/ 
 
November 8th - 13th 2009, Brevard County, 
Florida, Sheriff’s Office HRD Seminar in 
Titusville/Cocoa Florida.  Questions should be 
directed to Sgt Steve Feaster @ 321-403-5777 or 
Stephen.feaster@brevardsheriff.com and Cpl Chris 
Wood @ 321-302-0338 or 
Christopher.wood@brevardsheriff.com 
Downloadable Flyer & Registration Forms:  
http://www.bayarearecoverycanines.com/seminars.htm 

 
June 23 - 27, 2010, NSDA HRD and Area Search 
seminar, Cody, Wyoming.  Watch www.n-sda.org 
for future information.  
 

 
 

BOOK REVIEW  
By  

Susan Bulanda 
 
Uncommon Leadership: A 
Playbook for People Driven 
Organizations by James E. 
Akenhead, Ed.D, Publisher, 
Airleaf Publishing, (airleaf.com), 
$15.95, ISBN 1-59453-498-5, 
softcover, 203 pages.  
 

Dr. James Akenhead holds five degrees; 
he has taught leadership and team building 
conferences and workshops on state and national 
levels.  He was, at the ripe age of 26, offered a 
school superintendent position and has worked in 
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that capacity for over 23 years.  He has also 
spent over 20 years as a consultant to both the 
public and private sector.  He is a graduate 
school instructor and teaches at Kutztown 
University’s Canine Training and Management 
program.  Dr. Akenhead is also a certified canine 
behavior consultant with the International 
Association of Animal Behavior Consultants.  
 
If you have ever wished for the skills to manage 
volunteers or wanted to be able to handle the 
politics that come with every organization, I 
strongly recommend that every SAR person read 
this book!!!  It is the best tool you can have to 
manage or be a part of your SAR organization.   
 
The book will help each person identify his or 
her leadership style.  It provides a model for 
leaders.   
 
There are 22 jam packed chapters, each having 
three or four subchapters.  Some of the topics 
are: Understanding How Style and Belief direct 
decisions; A Model for training a task team; 
How to stay ahead of conflict; How to stay 
healthy in a stressful environment; a survey to 
help evaluate your organization; how to plan for 
and manage a crisis; developing no-lose 
relationships.  These are just a few of the gems in 
this book.   
 
Dr. Akenhead addresses almost all of the 
elements of leadership such as the desire to be 
“liked,” formal and informal power; the 
commitment required; long term success.  The 
book includes a chapter of discussion questions 
and a form to help analyze specific problems.  
 
I feel that if SAR people studied and followed 
this book, there would be less conflict and 
possibly less splits in SAR units.  

Susan Bulanda is a certified canine and feline behavior 
consultant and long time SAR dog expert. She has written 

a number of books and hundreds of articles. She piloted 
two programs at Kutztown University, the Canine Training 

and Management Program for students who want to 
become dog trainers and the Canine Behavior Program for 

students who want to become behavior consultants.   
 
 

K-9 SUMMER READING LIST 
By Monica McFadden 

 
Summer always brings back memories of  
“summer reading lists” for high school and 
college.  Why not one for K-9 Handlers?   We 
thought it would be fun to pick the brains of our 
Board, Advisory Board and Book Review 
Committee for their favorite dog books.    But no 
book reports due!  
 
We asked three questions:   

1. What is/are your favorite dog training 
books or DVD’s (not restricted to SAR 
K-9  training) 

2. What is/are your favorite adjunct books 
or DVD’s for dog training? 

3. What is/are your favorite “just for fun” 
dog books, movies, DVDs? – the 
“mountain/beach reading list”. 

 
This month we’ll share the answers to (1) and (2) 
as a combined list.  This is not a comprehensive 
training list, but rather selected books from 
Board/Committee bookshelves. 
 
Next month, we’ll share the fun things to take on 
vacation.  Links to Amazon or other websites are 
included if you want to take a peek.  [Note: 
Some of the books are out of print].  Happy 
Reading! 
 
 
Ready: the Training of the Search and Rescue 
Dog by our own Susan Bulanda.   
http://www.amazon.com/Ready-Training-
Search-Rescue-
Dog/dp/0944875416/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=b
ooks&qid=1247245361&sr=8-1  ( 
 
Search Dog Training by Sandy Bryson 
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Dog-Training-
Sandy-
Bryson/dp/0910286949/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247246215&sr=1-1 
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Cadaver Dog Handbook: Forensic Training 
and Tactics for the Recovery of Human 
Remains  by Andy Rebmann, Edward David, 
and Marcella Borg (with chapter by our own 
Marcy Koenig).   
http://www.amazon.com/Cadaver-Dog-
Handbook-Forensic-
Training/dp/0849318866/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
s=books&qid=1247245444&sr=1-1 
 
Water Dog by Richard Wolters 
http://www.amazon.com/Water-Dog-
Revolutionary-Training-
Method/dp/0525247343/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247245584&sr=1-1 
 
Before and After Getting Your Puppy: The 
Positive Approach to Raising a Happy, 
Healthy, and Well-Behaved Dog by Dr. Ian 
Dunbar 
http://www.amazon.com/Before-After-Getting-
Your-
Puppy/dp/1577314557/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=
books&qid=1247245752&sr=1-1 
 
Sirius Puppy Training  by Dr. Ian Dunbar 
http://www.amazon.com/Sirius-Puppy-Training-
VHS-
Dunbar/dp/6301524373/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s
=video&qid=1247248802&sr=8-3 
 
Excel-Erated Learning: Explaining in Plain 
English How Dogs Learn and How Best to 
Teach Them by Pamela Reid 
http://www.amazon.com/Excel-Erated-Learning-
Explaining-Plain-
English/dp/1888047070/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247246650&sr=1-1 
 
Canine Body Language: A Photographic 
Guide Interpreting the Native Language of 
the Domestic Dog by Brenda Aloff  
http://www.amazon.com/Canine-Body-
Language-Photographic-
Interpreting/dp/1929242352/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF
8&s=books&qid=1247247603&sr=1-2 
 

Canine Behavior: A Photo Illustrated 
Handbook by Barbara Handelman 
http://www.amazon.com/Canine-Behavior-
Photo-Illustrated-
Handbook/dp/0976511827/ref=sr_1_12?ie=UTF
8&s=books&qid=1247247603&sr=1-12 
 
Calming Signals: What Your Dog Tells You 
(DVD) by Turid Rugass 
http://www.amazon.com/Calming-Signals-What-
Your-
Tells/dp/B000PGTF32/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=
dvd&qid=1247249745&sr=8-2 
[Also a book by this title] 
 
Don't Shoot the Dog!: The New Art of 
Teaching and Training by Karen Pryor 
http://www.amazon.com/Dont-Shoot-Dog-
Teaching-
Training/dp/1860542387/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
s=books&qid=1247246819&sr=1-1 
 
Reaching the Animal Mind: Clicker Training 
and What It Teaches Us About All Animals  
by Karen Pryor 
http://www.amazon.com/Reaching-Animal-
Mind-Clicker-
Training/dp/0743297768/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
s=books&qid=1247246887&sr=1-1 
 
Advanced Clicker Training DVD by Kathy 
Sdao 
http://www.dogwise.com/itemdetails.cfm?ID=D
TB1046 
 
How Police K-9 Techniques Can Transform 
Your Everyday Training DVD  by Steve White 
http://www.tawzerdogvideos.com/Steve-
White.htm 
 
 
The Other End of the Leash: Why We Do 
What We Do Around Dogs by Patricia 
McConnell 
http://www.amazon.com/Other-End-Leash-
What-
Around/dp/034544678X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247245970&sr=1-1 
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For the Love of a Dog: Understanding 
Emotion in You and Your Best Friend  by 
Patricia McConnell 
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Dog-
Understanding-Emotion-
Friend/dp/0345477154/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=
books&qid=1247246465&sr=1-2 
 
Play With Your Dog by Pat Miller 
http://www.amazon.com/Play-Your-Dogwise-
Training-
Manual/dp/1929242557/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247248346&sr=1-1 
 
Animal Play Behavior  by Robert M. Fagan 
http://www.amazon.com/Animal-Play-Behavior-
Robert-
Fagen/dp/0195027604/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=
books&qid=1247246067&sr=1-1 
 
Fun Nosework for Dogs by Roy Hunter and 
Judi Duffy 
http://www.amazon.com/Fun-Nosework-Dogs-
Roy-
Hunter/dp/1888994037/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247247508&sr=1-1 
 
Bones Would Rain from the Sky: Deepening 
Our Relationships with Dogs by Suzanne 
Clothier 
http://www.amazon.com/Bones-Would-Rain-
Sky-
Relationships/dp/044669634X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=U
TF8&s=books&qid=1247246947&sr=1-1 
 
Control Unleashed - Creating a Focused and 
Confident Dog by Leslie McDevitt 
http://www.amazon.com/Control-Unleashed-
Creating-Focused-
Confident/dp/B000UCF53A/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF
8&s=books&qid=1247246776&sr=1-1 
 
The Culture Clash: A Revolutionary New 
Way to Understanding the Relationship 
Between Humans and Domestic Dogs by Jean 
Donaldson 
http://www.amazon.com/Culture-Clash-
Revolutionary-Understanding-

Relationship/dp/1888047054/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UT
F8&s=books&qid=1247247046&sr=1-1 
 
Behavior Problems in Dogs by Wm. E. 
Campbell 
http://www.amazon.com/Behavior-Problems-
Dogs-William-
Campbell/dp/0966870506/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8
&s=books&qid=1247245690&sr=1-1 
 
Aggression in Dogs: Practical Management, 
Prevention & Behaviour Modification by 
Brenda Aloff 
http://www.amazon.com/Aggression-Dogs-
Management-Prevention-
Modification/dp/1929242204/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UT
F8&s=books&qid=1247250042&sr=8-1 
 
 
When Elephants Weep: The Emotional Lives 
of Animals  by Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson 
http://www.amazon.com/When-Elephants-
Weep-Emotional-
Animals/dp/0385314280/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
s=books&qid=1247247129&sr=1-1 
 
Animals in Translation: Using the Mysteries 
of Autism to Decode Animal Behavior by Dr. 
Temple Grandin 
http://www.amazon.com/Animals-Translation-
Mysteries-Autism-
Behavior/dp/0156031442/ref=sr 1 
4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1247247290&sr=1-4 
 
Scent and the Scenting Dog by William G. 
Syrotuck 
http://www.amazon.com/Scent-Scenting-Dog-
William-
Syrotuck/dp/0970049420/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
s=books&qid=1247317422&sr=1-1 
 
K9 Search and Rescue by Resi Gerritsen and 
Ruud Haak 
http://www.amazon.com/K9-Search-Rescue-
Resi-
Gerritsen/dp/1550591940/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8
&s=books&qid=1247317373&sr=1-1 
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Search and Rescue Dogs, Training the K-9 
Hero, Second Edition by American Rescue Dog 
Association 
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Rescue-Dogs-
Training-
Second/dp/0764567039/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s
=books&qid=1247317315&sr=1-1 

 
 

NEW HEAT ALARM SYSTEM FOR 
 K-9 PATROL VEHICLES 

Heat in a patrol unit can 
be deadly for a K-9, 
especially in the southern 
and southwestern states. 
According to Blue Force 
Dynamics, inventors of 

the Ocu-Alert K-9 detection and alarm system, 
an enclosed vehicle’s inside 
temperature can rise to 110° on an 85° 
day in just 20 minutes and to 123° in 
only 45 minutes.  

To protect K-9s left in patrol units, there are 
systems that have “hot-and-pop” features that 
open the doors and sound alarms if there’s a 
dangerous temperature change.  These systems 
offer only localized notification through alarms 
or pagers.  They activate when the vehicle is 
started but can’t detect if the dog is in the cruiser.  
Some older systems require manual activation 
and deactivation, leaving the potential for 
mistakes. \ 

Brian Shackelford and Justin Meyers at Blue 
Force Dynamics realized that there was a need 
for a product to automatically detect the presence 
of a K-9 and to warn dispatch in case of a 
problem.  Meyers is a current officer and former 
electronics engineer and Shackelford as a long-
time K-9 handler at the Glendale (Ariz.) Police 
Department. . Their solution is the Ocu-Alert K-
9 detection and alarm system.   

A two-ply rubberized mat with sensors 
sandwiched between its layers replaces the 
standard mat found in K-9 enclosures.  The mat 

can detect a dog exerting as little as 3–4 lbs. of 
pressure.  Once detected, the system monitors 
exterior ambient temperature and bypasses the 
ignition to keep the vehicle running with the A/C 
on if temperatures rise above a pre-set level.  The 
ignition key can be removed and the car will 
continue to run.  

If temperature inside the vehicle exceeds 
approximately 90° F and a dog is detected, the 
system will react: 

�  If the vehicle isn’t on and the mat sensor 
is activated, an internal warning tone will 
sound in the vehicle for two minutes while 
the system powers up the in-car radio. 

�  If the situation isn’t rectified in those two 
minutes, an external siren that is separate 
from the normal siren box sounds for 
another two minutes.  

�  If nothing changes, the system activates 
the emergency button on the radio 
console, thereby notifying dispatch of an 
emergency with the officer, K-9 and/or 
vehicle. 

If the officer leaves a 
running car and the interior 
temperature rises, the same 
warnings and e-button 
activation occur regardless 
of whether or not the car is 
running. 

Because it’s a standalone 
product, the Ocu-Alert 
system can be integrated into vehicles that have 
older heat sensing systems.  At a cost of 
approximately $800–900, depending on mat size, 
the system could effectively update older K-9 
monitoring systems at a reasonable cost.  The 
cost includes the mat, necessary wiring and a 
two-year warranty.  The mat itself has a warranty 
for at least 3 million activations.  The Ocu-Alert 
has been successfully installed in the usual K-9 
patrol vehicles, including Tahoes, Expeditions 
and Crown Victorias, and is currently available 
for purchase.  
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The Ocu-Alert is currently 
being evaluated by Peoria 
(Ariz.) PD Officer Aaron 
Brewer in his department-
issued Ford Expedition. A 
seven-year veteran, Brewer 
has a two-year-old Belgian 
Malinois named Havoc, who 
is dual trained for narcotics 
and patrol. 

For more information, contact Blue Force 
Dynamics on the Web at www.ocualert.com.  

Source:  Law Officer Volume 5 Issue 6, 2009 Jun 1 
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In June of this year, scientists in California 
revealed that they cloned a dog said to have 
helped with search-and-rescue after the New 
York terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.  
Five German shepherd puppies cloned from a 
dog named Trakr have been delivered to owner 
James Symington, a former police officer in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, who now lives in Los 
Angeles.  

Before Trakr died in April at age 16, Symington 
entered a contest sponsored by the California 
company BioArts International that offered to 
clone a pet dog for free.  

Symington said he took Trakr to New York after 
the World Trade Center collapsed and said Trakr 
helped find one woman who was still alive.  
Symington was briefly in hot water for working 
at the Trade Center while he was supposed to be 
on medical leave. 

Source:  LawOfficer.com 

TN Commercial Breeders Act 
 

The Tennessee Commercial Breeder Act (H.B. 
386/S.B.258) passed both chambers by wide 
margins.  The Act requires large scale 
commercial breeding operations with more than 
twenty unsterilized female dogs maintained for 
breeding purposes to acquire a license from the 
Department of Health; establishes inspections as 
a prerequisite for licensure; and requires humane 
care standards for dogs and cats.  The bill also 
requires commercial breeding operations to 
comply with state sales tax requirements and 
holds commercial breeders accountable to 
consumers by forcing adherence to the 
Consumer Protection Act.  
 
According to the Humane Society of the United 
States, the new legislation will crack down on 
the worst abuses at large-scale puppy mills, and 
will not affect responsible breeders who already 
raise dogs humanely.  Tennessee currently has 
no statewide law to regulate puppy mills.   
 

PETAIRWAYS 
 

There is now an airline that flies only pets, all in 
cabin.  Their pawsengers (as they refer to 
passengers) will fly in a turbo-prop, Beech 1900.  
It is a nineteen (19) passenger plane with all the 
interior seats removed and replaced with pet 
carries/crates in varying dimensions to 
accommodate all size animals.  These carriers 
are secured with the airlines proprietary restraint 
system. 
 

The first flights that are planned will be within a 
two hour driving distance from the following 
airports: 

�  Republic Airport, Farmingdale, NY  
�  Baltimore/Washington International 
�  Midway, Chicago 
�  Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport, 

Broomfield/Denver. CO 
�  Hawthorne Airport/Los Angeles 

Executive Airport 
 
Airfare starts at $149.  See the airlines site at  
www.petairways.com for more information. 
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HUMAN 

RESOURCES 
 
On the NSDA application, 
each member is asked what 
their interests are and what 
they would be willing to do 
to assist the Alliance.  
There are many willing and 
able members whose 
expertise is not being utilized.   
 
Membership Chair Peggy Ann Buchman has 
listed this information in a spreadsheet.  NSDA 
needs someone to compile skill categories and 
have this information on hand when projects 
arise.  Anyone interested in handling this project, 
please contact Sue Wolff at 
srt1530@starband.net. 
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In 2008, the NSDA ran a survey to find out what 
was important to K-9 handlers.  The following 
were the top four considerations: 
 

1. Creating Standards 
2. Creating Education 
3. Developing Seminars 
4. Developing Research 

 
Standards are in varying stages of completeness 
and all are being worked on.  Avalanche is 
totally completed and the formatted version is on 
the NSDA website.  Area is in the process of 
being formatted like Avalanche so all standards 
will be consistent in look and verbiage.  Land 
HRD Betas have been completed and the results 
sent to the Board for review.  Water HRD has 
been written, reviewed by the Board and sent 
back to Committee.  Trailing and Disaster are 
also in the process. 
 
Education accompanies standards; one cannot 
work effectively without the other.  E-training is 
being developed for the NSDA website to 

 provide ease of study, especially for those who 
do not have access to steady training. 
 
Seminars take a great deal of time to plan and 
put on so it was decided to concentrate on 
standards and certifications in 2009.  Affordable 
seminars are planned in 2010.  The teaching 
topics will be limited as will the class size.  An 
effort will be made to have instructors that are 
not local in order to expose handlers to different 
ways of teaching.  Also plans are to have 
regional seminars rather than one massive 
national one.  This would facilitate travel and 
keep costs down for participants. 
 
At this point in NSDA’s development, research 
into new and different projects is not being 
pursued.  Once the top three items are in use, 
research can begin. 
 
NSDA has had an excellent beginning and, with 
all the Alliance member’s backing, will continue 
to grow and progress as the voice of K-9 search 
and rescue. 
 
Executive Board-- 
 
Sue Wolff, President, Tennessee 
 srt1530@starband.net  
Terry Crooks, Vice-President, Montana  
 tcrooks@frontiernet.net 
Sherry Scruggs, Secretary, Florida 
 k-9tracer@cox.net 
Norma Snelling, Treasurer, Washington  
  snelling@olypen.com  
Cameron Daggett, Idaho 
 camdaggett@cox.net 
Cris Goodhue, Montana
 bcgoodhue@blackfoot.net 
Jacob Weaver, Georgia 
 jacobweaver@bellsouth.net 
Larry Welker, Alabama 
 lwelker@aol.com 
Dee Wild, Louisiana 
 dwild1@bellsouth.net 
Advisory Board--  
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National Search Dog Alliance 

RESOURCE LIST 
 
 
 
 

DATE:   
 
STATE 
 
CITY 
 
 
ORGANIZATION OR TEAM NAME 
 
 
STATE OR COUNTY AFFILIATION 
 (If applicable) 
 
IF ORGANIZATION, NUMBER OF TEAMS 
 
 
FIELD OPERATIVE RESOURCES*/CAPABILITIES (area/air scenting, avalanche, disaster, evidence, land 

HRD, trailing, urban, water HRD) 
 
 
WEBSITE 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION (name, position, telephone #, e-mail) 
 
 
PERSON PROVIDING INFORMATION 
 
 
POSITION ON TEAM/ORGANIZATION 
 
 
By submitting this form, you are giving NSDA permission to post your information on the NSDA website 
and publish it in any other appropriate medium.  Email completed form to resourcelist@n-sda.org 
�
�
�
�

*  Field operative is defined as a dog and handler documented by their respective team as being qualified to 
respond to actual searches.�
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Avalanche! Hasty Search: The Care and Training of Avalanche Search and Rescue Dogs  Patti Burnett December-09

Badge on My Collar:  A Chronicle of Courageous Canines Marilyn Jeffers Walton May-08

Cadaver Dog Handbook:  Forensic Training and Tactics for the Recovery of Human Remains 

Andrew (Andy) Rebmann, A.S.; 
Edward David, M.D., J.D.; Marcella 
H. Sorg, Ph.D., DABFA (with 
contributions on training principles 
by Marcia Koenig). October-08

Canine Scent Work Log Lisa Preston February-08

GPS Outdoors: A Practical Guide for Outdoor Enthusiasts  Russell Helms October-09

Lost Preson Behavior:  A Search and Rescue Guide on Where to Look - for Land, Air & Water Robert J. Koester April-09

Outdoor Navigation With GPS, 2nd edition  Stephen W. Hinch. October-09

SOS Dog The Purebred Dog Hobby  
Re-Examined by Johan and Edith 
Gallant February-09

The Breeder’s Guide to Raising Superstar Dogs Jerry Hope May-09

Tracking for Search & Rescue Dogs:  A Practical Manual for Novice & Advanced Handlers Boguslaw P. Gorny April-08

Training the Disaster Search Dog Shirley M. Hammond June-09

Uncommon Leadership: A Playbook for People Driven Organizations  James E. Akenhead July-09

Will Anyone Search for Danny? Earl Pilgrim July-08



APPLICATION FOR HERNANDEZ --
NATIONAL SEARCH DOG 

ALLIANCE CANINE SPONSORSHIP 
�
Applicant must: 

1. Be a member of NSDA.  (The dog will be signed over to the individual.) 
2. Agree to train the dog for Area Search/Air Scent, Disaster or both. 
3. Agree to seek acceptable Canine Certification within two (2) years of receiving the dog. 
4. Agree that, if the recipient stops participating in Canine SAR within four (4) years of receiving the dog or fails to 

continue to meet the sponsorship requirements, they will notify the NSDA.  The breeder and/or sponsor will have the 
right to request the dog be returned. 

5. Agree to be bound by the breeder’s contract, if any. 
 
Closing date for receipt of application is 31 August 2009.  Applications received after this date will not 
be processed. 
 
Applicant’s Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant’s Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant’s Phone(s): ______________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant’s E-mail:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
NSDA Membership Number: ________________________________________________ 
 
Team or Organization affiliation:  ____________________________________________ 
 
Team or Organization Address: ______________________________________________ 
 
Team or Organizational Supervisor: __________________________________________ 
 
Contact information for Supervisor: __________________________________________ 
 
Describe in 500 words or less why you wish to receive this sponsorship and the purpose for which 
the dog will be used.  Include training resources available to you. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Send application to:  Art Wolff, Attention: Sponsorship Program at awolff1@leo.gov�


