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tcrooks@frontiernet.net
Secretary — Sherry Scruggs
k-9tracer@cox.net
Treasurer — Cameron Daggett
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From Norma Snelling

As we begin our second year, we look forward to
offering educational and testing services to the
canine community. Along with finalizing our
standards, we are exploring methods to acquire
gualified evaluators to test to our standards & th
fall. Looking ahead, we plan to concentrate on
the development of our educational programs
and regional trainings. We also hope to have
mini-conferences rather than one large
conference.

As they are completed, we will post our

standards, Policy and Procedures, notices and
documents and any other useful information.

We will also have a shopping page where our
members can order embroidered T-shirts, hats,
etc. with our logo or slogan.

On order to keep the cost of our projects and
programs to a minimum, we will be expanding
our public relations, marketing and fundraising
One of our goals is to offer training programs on
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line or on CD, thus providing instruction for
those units that cannot afford to pay a trainer to
come to them. Our Networking Committee will
provide a method for teams to participate at an
organizational level to discuss problems unique
to SAR management. Our expansion
possibilities are only limited by the involvement,
needs and imagination of our canine community.

On behalf of the Board, | would like to take this
opportunity to recognize that this would not have
been possible without the foresight and
determination of our former President, Dee Wild.
Thank you Dee for the inspiration to form NSDA
and the prey drive to see us through our first
year. Also a special thanks for those who have
supported us this first year because you believed
in the idea of an organization for the canine
volunteer.

We are excited to be able to add Lisa Higgins to
the roster of instructors for the NSDA conference
in September. Lisa will be "Intermediate Human
Remains Detection Instructor".

Lisa is a nationally certified HRD canine handler

Inaugural Conference
September 18-21, 2008
Camp Atterbury, Indiana

The National Search Dog Alliance Inaugural

Canine Conference will be held at Camp

Atterbury, home of the Indiana Department of

Homeland Security, Mari Hulman George

Search and Rescue Training Center. Camp
Atterbury provides thousands of acres of open
fields, woods, marsh and rolling hills. Each

locale offers special training features typically

utilized by United States military personnel as
they prepare for combat.

Conference participants will have access to
special training buildings, a C-130 aircraft,
specially built villages and more. The disaster

who has responded to over 300 searches across class will have access to a K-9 agility field,

the United States, Vancouver, British Columbia,
and Puerto Rico with her canine partners. She
works regularly for the Forensic Canine
Program, Evidence Response Team Unit, for the
FBI. She is one of two handlers qualified as an
"Expert" in canine body recovery in New
Orleans Criminal Courts.

Lisa has worked in law enforcement since 1982
with St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's Office. She is
a SSgt. with the Special Operations Division
serving with the Mounted Division and K-9 SAR
units. She is a member of the Federal DMORT
Region VI Team and Louisiana Mass Fatalities
Taskforce. Lisa has also co-authored several
articles and a book chapter on water search and
recovery.

rubble piles, FEMA trailers and other disaster
related training materials.

This very unique training facility will provide
handlers and canines with the opportunity to
stretch their knowledge and search strategy while
advancing their training. The agenda includes
both classroom and field sessions geared to help
handlers and canines hone their skills and
thought processes. Handlers will be challenged
to reach beyond their typical training sessions
while strengthening their canine’s abilities in the
field.

Come be a part of NSDA history while spending
time networking and learning from some of the
leading instructors in the country.
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NATIONAL SEARCH DOG
ALLIANCE
CODE OF ETHICS

Paid and non-paid professionals have the right to
expect specific behavior from each other. With
this in mind, members of the National Search
Dog Alliance (NSDA) shall adhere to the
following code of ethics at all times.

Section |

Law Enforcement, Emergency Management and
other Agencies Having Jurisdiction have high
expectations and requirements of those with
whom they work. This includes the members of
the NSDA and all other SAR Responders.

Section I

As SAR Responders, we must conduct ourselves
in a professional manner at all times. We will
only respond to an incident when authorized or
requested by competent authority. When
responding, we are there to assist the agency that
is in charge and are there for the victim, not
ourselves, our team or our agency and will
conduct ourselves as such. We are bound to
follow the directions of the representatives from
the agency that is in charge.

Section Il

It is imperative that we train to a high level of
competence and always accurately represent our
capabilities as well as those of our canine. We
will keep ourselves physically fit so that we can
safely and effectively complete assigned tasks.

As a professional, | will adhere to this code.

" #$ % 1#&

( (

1. Responders must arrive fully equipped:
mentally, physically and with the proper
equipment for the mission and environment.

2. Responders must be able to complete their
assigned missions or be able to make every
reasonable effort to do so.

w

Responders must be willing and able to work
under the direction of the representatives
from the Agency Having Jurisdiction.

4. Responders must be free of convictions for
felonies, crimes involving moral turpitude
and perjury.

5. Responders must truthfully represent their
capabilities and those of their canine.

< >
Hernandez Sponsorship recipient
Curt Engle and his new puppy, (

Chance, are bonding and ; °}

working on basics. So far the 8&*

puppy is working on basic i(“‘
obedience: come, sit, stay, an \){“
“don't pee on the carpet”.

Curt has also started Chance on agility. He has
an obstacle course in his backyard and, with the
assistance of his K-9 Maggi, has been working
with Chance. See pictures of Curt and Chance

on the NSDA website under News/Hernandez
Sponsorship.
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The Hernandez Search Dog Sponsorship was
established with the
NSDA by Mrs. Kai

Hernandez to
commemorate the
lives lost in the

attack on the United
States on September
11, 2001, including
her husband, Glen
Thompson and to recognize and assist search
dog handlers. The sponsorship shall be renewed
annually as allowed and supported by Kai
Hernandez. Funding levels will be set by Mrs.
Hernandez.

The funding levels for 2007/2008 and 2008/2009
are:

Up to $1,000.00 for the purchase of a new
dog or puppy along with medical/vet bills

for the first year. Excess purchase monies
may be utilized for other items related to
this dog/puppy upon request of the recipient
and at the discretion of the Sponsorship
Coordinator.

Up to $100.00 during the first year and
$200.00 the second year for training classes
or seminars. If the full $100.00 is not
utilized during the first year, it may be
added to the second year total.

Overages will be held for contingency
funding as determined by the Sponsorship
Coordinator.

An application is attached to this newsletter and
is also on the NSDA website.

Deadline for applications: August 31, 2008.
Applications received after this date will not be
processed.The application receipt date is set so
that the selection process will allow the winner
to be announced on September 11.

Further information regarding the
Sponsorship is atvww.n-sda.org

) *

As NSDA reaches its first year milestone, many
of the introductory memberships will expire.
Renewal reminders have been sent to those
whose membership expired the end of June. All
other memberships will receive an e-malil
reminder in the month it is due to expire.

Members can renew several ways: either on line
at www.n-sda.org go to Membership and use
Pay Pal or a credit card, or send a check for
$40.00 to National Search Dog Alliance, 1302
Waugh Drive # 121, Houston, TX 77019. If
you mail a check, be sure to include a
membership application (attached to this
newsletter) form with the renewal box checked.

Direct any membership questions and inquiries
Peggy Ann Buchman &RSARK9@aol.com

+”- %&

Spring AND fall seminars in 2009 are being
considered by NSDA. One would be held in the
Western part of the U.S. and one in the Eastern.

NSDA is also seeking a local organization(s) that
would like to host the seminar. NSDA would be

responsible for the overall “management” of

each event and the local organizations would do
the on site leg work — making the local contacts,
finding the right area, organizing the meals, etc.,
etc.

Your opinions are welcomed as are any
organization, or group of organizations, that
would be interested in hosting.

Email thoughts and ideas to:
Jan.L.Meyer@USBank.Com
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By Janet Yatchek

Time is funny. We all work hard to make sure
we plan enough time to get everything in we
need/want to get accomplished.

During the 2° week of June, | was contracted
with the KSARDA team to do canine evaluations
and some training, whenever possible, on any
subject | knew anything about (which can be
dangerous). Thursday morning the plan was to
get up early and lay a Type Il track for a
candidate when the pager went off.

Timing.

A tornado had touched
ground at Chapman,
Kansas, which is about
an hour west of Topeka
and then again one at
Manhatten, Kansas,
further northeast of
Chapman. We were
being deployed to
Chapman.

Timing.

The tornado had touched ground the night
before, close to 11 pm. It is now 5:30 a.m. What
happened to all of the people? Did they get out
ok? What about their animals? | am a mountain
person. | have lived in the Rockies for 2/3 of my
life! However, a few years back, | joined our
US&R team, got my CSST during a dam break
in Kauai and have 1 chocolate lab that | had
gotten especially for disaster work as well as this
new small package GSD! In fact, the GSD had
just passed her NASAR disaster tests in
Colorado Springs 2 weeks before. So, | felt |
could do this! | have been all over concrete
blocks and rebar!

Timing.

2.5 hours later we pull off of I-70 and turn south
towards Chapman. We had seen debris in the
fields coming into Chapman, and | have seen
pictures on the Internet of ‘disaster’ areas. But
nothing really prepared me for what | saw. We
staged at the high school. The maintenance
building was gone. There were smashed vehicles

in the parking lot , moved there to the residential
streets. The trees were stripped; they used to be
big and beautiful. There were boats in the front
door. There was a camper on its side and, when
you went around it, it was on a boat and on a car.
There was the whole side of a house missing and
the bed was falling out and on edge.
Timing.
| was assigned to go with another K-9 handler
and her dog who has tornado experience. Two
Topeka firefighters were also assigned to each of
us . Our job was to ‘clear’ a residential section,
which consisted of a square city block of about
fifteen houses plus outbuildings. The firefighter
went to the first house and bangs on the door —
‘Fire Department!” — no answer — so we went
in. The house is pretty much ok. Next we
searched the basement. These people were
prepared. You could tell.
We went from house to house. Some were easy
to search, others not. At times, we had to send
the dog into the black void. In some of the
houses we found huge bowls of food left for
pets by no pet was around. We did find a dog
in the kennel and he was happy to be talked to.
Another was tied up --- he was ok too!
Although we never saw any cats loose, we
understood that there were some missing. We
saw a few owners come back to claim their
possessions. The tornado claimed the homes of
elderly people, others with babies. Peoples’
homes. Peoples’ lives. Some still there, many
not.
We went back to base and cooled ourselves and
canine partners ---
Timing.
We redeployed to clear another section, this time
with Salina firefighters. More of the same, still
doing what we were asked to do.
Timing.
For this mountain person, it appeared that
everyone got out in time. | had heard there was
one death. | don’t know about injuries.

Even thought | did not get to meet many of the
local residents, my heart, sweat and breath are
now a part of that community, as they are a part
of me.
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However, we did see a small boy trying to play
while his family tried to

work around the huge trees
that had fallen all over their
yard, car and garage. We let
him to pet and talk to our
dogs. The boy was very
young, and did not
understand what was going on but the mom and
dad did. It was obvious in their eyes and smile
of ‘Thanks’.

Timing.

My life was touched for such a short space of
time. | will never forget. The first person |
contacted upon returning home to my mountain
retreat was a responder to the 9/11 towers. It too
was a disaster but of a different name. Each one
is different, special. Each one gets personal. |
cried when | wrote to him. | told him that all of
my training did not prepare me for the real thing.
How humbling. How special the responders are.
How precious our time is on this earth.

Timing.

by Patricia Riley

Will Anyone Search for Danny?
By Earl Pilgrim

Soft cover, 270 pages,
ISBN: 1-894463-01-3
Flanker Press Ltd., PO Box
2522, Station C. St. John’s
Newfoundland, Canada
Al1C 6K1
flanker@roadrunner.nf.net
www.flankerpress.com

The dedication page of this book sums up
the heart of the story: “This story has been
written as a memorial to the search party from
Englee who went far beyond the call of duty to
search for the lost Ranger, fighting all the
elements that nature could unleash.”

The author was born in Newfoundland,
and after a stint in the armed forces returned to
become a Newfoundland Ranger. His service in

the protection of wildlife is legendary in the
promotion of conservation and the prevention of
poaching. This award-winning conservationist is
also the author of seven books; his stories both
fiction and non-fiction, are closely tied to the
ecology or history of his home, Newfoundland,
Canada. _Will Anyone Search for Darhys a
fictionalized account of a historical event.

The style of Pilgrim’s writing and its
parochial “accent” may make the reading
somewhat difficult but they are an effective tool
for placing the reader in the era in which the
events take place, Depression era Newfoundland.
Written by a man who knows the country and its
people, the story line is a gripping thriller that
will keep most reading to the end. _Will Anyone
Search for Danrf is a classic search in many
ways, familiar to most SAR personnel today, a
search for the signal clue with insufficient
information and inadequate communications.

The plot line is predictable: Danny Corcoran
began what was to be a four-day trip on March
17, 1936. Found by a search party nine days
later, he was transported to the “nearest”
hospital, arriving on April 1 and succumbed to
his injuries nearly a week later. In many ways
this tale would do justice to a modern day soap
opera, with a dashing honorable young hero, his
love interest the local school teacher, good
friends, hidden adversaries, and an unexpected
champion.

The SAR responder will repeatedly ask
“Why didn't he turn back?” each time Danny
reaches a “point of no return” and gains insight
into the common thoughts of many of those who

become lost, the wrong turning, the lost
equipment, the change in the weather. Yet in
spite of or because of his choices, his

indomitable courage and will to overcome
indescribable hardship and injury will amaze
every reader.

This book is not a technical manual but is
worthwhile reading to remind and refresh SAR.
personnel: As inspiring as Danny’s will, so is
the spirit of those who search. The varied
motivations and perseverance of those who
search will be familiar to most searchers.
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UPDATE on CA ANIMAL
STERILIZATION BILL AB 1634

Editor's Note: While this bill may be specific to
California, it could set
a precedent for other
states to follow. If it
succeeds in California,
other state’s
legislators may watch
its progress and
duplicate it.

California AB 1634
was amended three weeks ago into a different
bill than the one that passed the state Assembly
last year. Rather than a broad sterilization
mandate on all owned dogs and cats with limited
specified exceptions, the bill now targets dogs
and cats which are subject to "complaints" and
impoundments for other reasons. On the third
such infraction, a dog would need to be
sterilized.

California*U.S.A.

On the surface, this makes the bill acceptable,
focusing on irresponsible pet owners and leaving
the rest of us alone. The devil is in the details
though, and unfortunately as written AB 1634 is
not limited in this way.

In his testimony before the Senate Local
Government Committee, Assemblymember
Levine repeatedly stated, the primary offense of
a "complaint" against a dog or cat need not be
valid or upheld to trigger penalties for the

secondary offense. The complaints could come
from a malicious ex-spouse or neighbor.

The secondary offense penalties will also be
triggered by impoundments would could result
from severe traffic accidents, natural disasters, o
a contractor or cleaning service inadvertently
allowing your dog to escape from your property.
Amendments to AB 1634 were suggested to
insure that only irresponsible pet owners would
be targeted, adding Constitutional due process
protections lacking in the bill, but Mr. Levine
ignored all suggestions.

AB 1634 passed the California Senate Local
Government Committee on June 25 by a party
line vote. It will be heard by the Senate
Appropriations Committee on July 14. If it

passes there, it will be voted on in the full
California state Senate. |If it passes there, it
would go on back to the Assembly for a
concurrence vote and then on to the Governor.

Experience shows that only a massive letter
writing campaign can slow this bill down. All
California dog and cat owners have been asked
to write to the Senate Appropriations Committee
and their state senator

to oppose this bill.
Compelling arguments,

in and of themselves,

have proven ineffective .

in a political

environment poisoned //Z>) Z

by partisan politics. / //

The Appropriations

Committee  responds

specifically to fiscal arguments. With the state
facing a $15 billion deficit, anything that
increases spending may die in the Appropriations
Committee at this time.

The easiest way for Californians to express their
own personal views is with the NAIA's capwiz.
It only takes a few minutes. The system is set up
with text you can choose from, or you can write
your own. Your letter is then sent to all members
of the Senate Appropriations Committee.
http://capwiz.com/naiatrust/issues/alert/?alertid=
11576491&type=CT&show_alert=1

The letter that Save Our Dogs sent to the Senate
Appropriations Committee is here. It contains
specific fiscal arguments.
http://saveourdogs.net/documents/SaveOurDogs

SenateAppro.pdf
Permission to cross post granted by CARDA
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Training Tip: The more a handler can do |to
accustom their canine to many environments,| the
better prepared they will both be. Taking the
dog into public places not only socializes the
animal to humans but also acclimates them to
different situations. Lowes, the home
improvement store, is dog friendly. What this
means is a handler can take their canine Wwith
them when they shop. In Lowes, the dog wvill
come into contact with different floor surfaces,
forklifts, strange noises such as the paint
machine and people dressed many different
ways. Take advantage of this opportunity| to
broaden the dog’s skills.

by Sherry Scruggs

| had always used -
Labradors for my searct
work, but 6% years agc
decided to try my hand at
different breed, Germar
Shorthair Pointer.  Lucy
was purchased from a
friend of mine and came from very healthy
parents. This was important to me because all of
my labs had health issues of one kind or another.

Both of Lucy's parents had a Junior Hunting
Title, so | figured she would inherit working
ability and both parents had a sound
confirmation because they were both champions
in the show ring. Her sire “Logan” was a
champion in three countries and went on to win
the German Shorthair Pointer Nationals several
years later.

Remember Lucy was purchased to do SAR. A
close friend of mine purchased a littermate,
“Chelsey” for SAR work. Lucy and Chelsey
were both started in land HRD at a young age;
both progressed well and are NASAR certified in
land HRD. Lucy is also certified in water HRD
and Chelsey is certified in area search.

As these puppies were
growing and developing,
the breeder quietly
watched in the

background and threw
out statements here an
there about showing anc
felt both would finish as

conformation champions. Lucy’'s development

was always very proportional and she never went
through a gangly stage.

| was the first to be bitten by the show bug; man,
if you think testing SAR dogs is nerve racking,
try conformation showing. It's a whole different
language and about the time you think you have
it straight, you find out you don’t when you walk
into the ring at the wrong time and you are told
to leave or you line up in the wrong spot and the
judge asks you to move right there for all to see.

Then you have to decide whether to use bait or
not and what type of bait keeps your dog’s
attention. Once you have that, you spend many
times in the ring fumbling with how much bait
you have in your pocket, how much in your hand
and how much in your mouth. Then you have to
figure out when to “stack” the dog and when to
let her relax. While all of this is going on,
remember to keep one eye on the judge so you
know when they are about to look at you and
hopefully you are picture perfect when they do
look.

There you are with your hands shaking and your
heart beating out of your chest. You gaze over at
the professional handlers that are smiling and
talking with one another. With a slight tilt of
their body, they can get a dog to move in to
perfect position.

There was a professional handler that once made
a snide remark to my friend and me. It went
something like this, “My, it sure is taking you all

a long time to finish these girls.” We quickly
reminded the handler that our dogs rarely show
and they spend their weekends training or
working SAR.
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It so happened that, when we left the show ring,
we were on our way to use Lucy and Chelsey on

was time for the three girls. The class was split
in half. Stella stayed to be judged in the first
half. Her sisters Lotte and Lizzie would be

a search in the same area the show was being judged in the second half.

held. Although law enforcement tried to keep
the search quiet, the news crew found us wading
through a swampy area and that night Lucy was
on the news doing what search dogs do. The
next day at the show, several people made
comments about the search and it was never
discussed again about how long it was taking for
Lucy and Chelsey to become champions.

Since we had so much spare time between work,
SAR, and showing, we also trained and finished
Lucy and Chelsey with a Junior Hunt Title. Both
girls did finish their show careers as
conformation champions. Lucy finished with
three majors (you only need two) and a Best in
Breed.

Chelsey took a
little longer to
finish  because
she took time off
to have a litter of
puppies. She
was bred to an
outstanding dog and produced a beautiful litter
with solid conformations and unbelievably
strong play drive.

| have one of the females and she is working on
land HRD. Stella was imprinted on human
remains at 4% months of age and has never
looked back.

Stella along with her two littermate sisters and a
brother traveled to Wisconsin this past April to
compete in the German Shorthaired Pointer
Nationals. Here you see all of the new top notch

puppies.

The classes were big and had to be split in half
so the puppies would have enough room to move
(trot) around the ring. Stella’s brother “Tucker”
showed first. He set the bar high for his sisters;
he was given "3 place in the Futurity. Now it

Around and around we went, then around again.
This judge was very thorough but hard on those
of us doing the running. Oh yeah, since | have
finished Lucy | have gotten over the shakes and |
know how much and where to
put my bait.

Stella made the top four cut anc

the other pups were dismisser m
Then came the second set with
Stella’s two sisters. Lotte made

the top four cut. The judge

called for the top eight females to come back into
the ring; around we went again. The judge
picked the four placements and Lotte was fourth.
Stella didn't place but to make the cut at the
Nationals is a really big deal.

e

Stella has a lot of filling out to do and she, kali
Lucy, has been in the gangly stage for over a
year. When she matures a little more, we will hit
the show ring again and hopefully she will be a
champion along with her mother and her aunt
Lucy.

Stella is continuing to improve in her search
work and | would expect her to be ready to
certify in HRD within the next six months. I'm
waiting for the NSDA standards to come out and
Stella’s 15 month old brain to mature.

GSP’s and Animal Rights Activists

There is increasing political threat to ownership
of the German short hair pointer. Animal rights
activists often target this breed in areas such as
breeding, ear cropping, tail docking, dewclaw
removal as well as hunting restrictions, use of
live birds and land use issues.
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The German Short Hair Pointer Club of America
has formed a committee to combat the animal
rights activists. See their website at
WWW.Qgspca.org

Negative legislation regarding one breed can be
utilized against another. Further information on
animal rights extremism and its threat, see the
National Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA)
website atvww.naiaonline.org

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

NSDA provides this list for your convenience.

August 8-10, 2008; NAIA's Annual

conference ; Windsor, CT. Creating Pet
Friendly Communities: Animal care and control
programs that really work! For more
information:
<http://www.icebase.com/qo2.shtmI?R7{8tWhpBvma
0B5x/d261a650eabfclcf/7bd667bc

September 5-7, Mark Holmes fundraiser;
article below.

see

September 14-20, NASDN'’s Fall Training
Seminar; Custer, South Dakota. Classes in Air
Scent, Cadaver Detection and Mantrailing.
Training at all skill levels.

Details: John Beck <jb30343@navix.net>

September 18 — 21, NSDA CONFERENCE;
Columbus, Indiana.
Details at www.n-sda.org

September 19-21; Dog Meet, presented by
Intermountain Search Dogs, Spokane WA.
Location: Camp Reed north of Spokane,
Washington. For more information, contact Julie
Wilson at DM2008@live.com

2008 Mark Holmes Trailing Seminar
SAR Fundraiser For
Gloriaand Denis Howard
September 5-7, 2008

Location: Route 66 State Park 97 N Outer
Road 63025, Eureka 636-938-7198

As readers may remember from the June 08
newsletter, Denis Howard has been diagnosed
with terminal brain cancer caused by a malignant
tumor. Both Denis and Gloria, his wife of 28
years, have left their jobs in an effort to prolong
Denis’ life. Gloria has given generously of
herself to search and rescue. It is now time for
the SAR community to take care of one of its
own.

Mark W. Holmes is a Detective/Canine Handler
for the City of Port Arthur, Texas Police
Department. Mark is a nationally recognized
canine mantrailing instructor. He founded and is
the president of both Texas Bloodhound Search
and Rescue and the United States Mantrailing
Association. Mark instructs canine mantrailing
courses throughout the United States and has
authored/ co-authored numerous training articles
relating to canine mantrailing and scent specific
canine
Contact: Jan Meyer 314-910-0881
Kathy Roeder 314-799-4155

Previous Fund Raisers results: The
water class taught by Lisa Higgins raised
$2,400. Florida SAR teams did a mock
search benefit in June which raised $1,800.
An anonymous donation $1,500 was
received. Florida SAR also had a "Dollar for
Denis Campaign" which raised $300.
Combined efforts were $6,000. This is
pretty remarkable as this was from a total of
about 32 people! As Pat Tortillo said, “It just
shows what a wonderful group SAR people
truly are. When we all come together we
move mountains.”
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Here in Norway (and

other places in the
world), we are using an expression for dogs
that seems to have more than average
endurance when it comes to both physical
and mental load. They seem to be having
some sort of unexplainable abilities that
makes them keep on doing the things they
do for a much longer time and with much
longer and stronger will than others.

The word we use for it is freely translated
from Norwegian into “stayability”. | don't
know what the word for it is in English but
maybe you can help me. Do you know of
any good written material on the subject?

Reply to Tommy Klausen at
klausenlie@online.no

Land of PureGold Foundation

-
1

Land of PureGold
Foundation offers
financial assistance to
pay for treatments for
working dogs that
“ have cancer. $500 per

individual working dog
is provided directly to
the veterinary
personnel for oncology

related expenses in US and Canada. Applicants
must be active working dogs i.e. in the fields of
assistance, search and rescue, enforcement or
animal related therapy.

To apply for a Helping Harley Cancer Treatment
Grant, see the website at
http://grants.landofpuregold.com/

FIRST PODCAST

The first NSDA PODCast was held Sunday
night, July 13, 2008. Dee Wild was the
featured speaker.

There were 46 participants via phone or web
cast.

The recording of the PODCast can be heard
or downloaded at the following link:
http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763

A Bad Apple on the K-9 Tree?

Under the guise of a question for the Networking
Committee Pod-cast July #3an anonymous
person hoped to create havoc. S/he wanted
slanderous accusations against the President and
an Advisory Board member read on the air.

The Board will not address statements made by
persons who send emails by forwarding services.
Nor will they honor any declarations made under
false names by way of peripheral committees in
order to further their own vendetta or personal
agenda.

| will state that the NSDA Board takes seriously
any allegation of misconduct by any Board
member or Advisory Board member. The charge
must be written by a person willing to identify
themselves and made directly to the Board.
They must present proof of their allegations
rather than supplying innuendos. Contact may
be made through any Board member.

Any and all allegations made in this anonymous
person’s “question” are absolutely false. To say
any more would be to give notoriety to an
impotent, malicious coward.

Norma Snelling, NSDA President
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Air your Opinion/Experiences
By Dana Kirsch Ray

Editor's note: The opinions expressed in this column
are one of many and not necessarily those of NSDA.

Camping with your best friend.

Taking your dog camping
is a wonderful experience.
Many search teams require
you to spend an unexpectec
night out at least once but it
is the kind of thing you X
may want to do on a regular
basis to build your comfort
level and awareness. While your dog is probably
more comfortable than you are in the wilderness,
there are a couple of things to remember when
camping.
G
(‘§
y
ambush by sending a female
in heat. She may look sweet
and gentle all along and your dog may be eager
to go meet and greet. However be warned. The

rest of the pack is probably nearby and they are
probably very hungry.

Coyotes hunt in packs. If you
have an un-neutered male
dog, remember that the
coyote pack will sometimes
try to lure your dog into an

Bears are not as much of
problem as one might expect. |
my neighborhood, camping witt
my dog is a deterrent. The bea
will simply go pick on some othel
camper who has a more readi
available "picnic basket" rathei
than come tussle with my dog (or any dog).
Even a little dog can be a deterrent.

Wild pigs are very dangerous. They move
quickly in a kind of stampede and, if your dog
gets into the middle of that, it can be in serious

trouble. Pigs are often in camp at night and they
are not so easily startled or scared off. They wil
probably return so don't count on getting a good
night sleep.

Mountain lions are an
increasing threat these
days. They are not

scavengers and not looking
to come ravage your
campsite but they may be
present even if you never see them. Your dog
may know or tell you if there is a cat nearby.

| usually find it is safe to tie my dog to a trée i
I'm sleeping out under the stars or he's usually
fine even if left alone in the tent but you need to
know your own dog. I've heard stories of dogs
that were unmanageable in the wilderness,
howling, baying, shivering all night long, and
even some who were simply afraid. Get to know
your dog’s attitude. Be prepared for that UNO
and know what to expect if you have to tough it
out some night.

| for one really do need to work on teaching my
dog how to be a better pillow.

.10

Executive Board--

Norma Snelling, President  snelling@olypen.com
Terry Crooks, Vice-President tcrooks@frontiernet.net
Sherry Scruggs, Secretary k-Otracer@cox.net
Cameron Daggett, Treasurer camdaggett@cox.net
Cris Goodhue bcgoodhue @blackfoot.net

Jan Meyer Jan.L.Meyer@USBank.com
Jacob Weaver jacobweaver@bellsouth.net
Dee Wild dwildl@bellsouth.net

Sue Wolff srt1530@starband.net

Advisory Board--
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Completed applications and membership fees, payabl® National Search Dog Alliance,
should be sent to: NATIONAL SEARCH DOG ALLIANCE, 1302 WAUGH DRIVE, SUITE

#121, HOUSTON, TX 77019



REGISTRATION FORM
National Search Dog Alliance

Inaugural Conference
September 18-21, 2008
Camp Atterbury, Indiana

Name:

Address:

\City: |State: |Zip:

E-mail Address: |Phone:

Affiliation:

Canine Name: |Breed:

Attendance:
Attendee with K-gincludes 5 meals).............. $175.00 $ |
Attendee without K-9 (includes 5 meals) $100.00 |
Late registration Aug 20 — Sept 10 ..... (€32[0] |

Barracks on Base:Bunk beds, no bedding, dogs in crates |
3 nights @ $15.00/ night = $45.00 $ |

Total Enclosed: | $

Mail completed registration forms with payment to
National Search Dog Alliance
1302 Waugh Drive, #121
Houston, TX 77019

CHECK YOUR AREA OF INTEREST

[ ] Air Scent (Beginning) [ ] Air Scent (Advanced)
[ ] Trailing (Beginning) [ ] Trailing (Advanced)

[ ] Disaster

[ ] Human Remains Detection [HRD] (Beginning)

[ ] HRD(Intermediate) [ ] HRD (Advanced)

Cancellations received after August 20, 2008 willb e granted at 50%.
There will be no refunds for cancellations received after September 15, 2008 or
If you do not attend the conference.
Checks returned by the bank for insufficient funds will be assessed a $20.00 fee.




Applicant must:

1. Be a member of NSDA. (The dog will be signedraw the individual.)

2. Agree to train the dog for Area Search/Air Sc@isaster or both.

3. Agree to seek acceptable Canine Certificaticdhiwitwo (2) years of receiving the dog.

4. Agree that, if the recipient stops participatingCanine SAR within four (4) years of receivirfgetdog or
fails to continue to meet the sponsorship requirgmethey will notify the NSDA. The breeder and/or
sponsor will have the right to request the dogdierned.

5. Agree to be bound by the breeder’s contraetnyf.

Closing date for receipt of application is 31 Augd608. Applications received after this date
will not be processed.

Applicant’s Name:

Applicant’s Address:

Applicant’s Phone(s):

Applicant’s E-mail:

NSDA Membership Number:

Team or Organization affiliation:

Team or Organization Address:

Team or Organizational Supervisor:

Contact information for Supervisor:

Describe in 500 words or less why you wish to ree@ this sponsorship and the purpose for
which the dog will be used. Include training resorces available to you.

Send application to: Art Wolff, Attention Sponsloifs Program aawolff1 @leo.gov




