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Quarterly Meeting 
 

The National Search Dog Alliance will have its 
quarterly meeting via PODCAST on Thursday, 
June 24, 2010, at 8:00 p.m. EDT.  If a 
member did not receive instructions on how 
to participate/listen, please contact Larry 
Welker at lwelker@aol.com 
 

BOD MEETING DATES 

 
2

nd
 Quarter Meeting:  Thursday June 24, 2010 

 

Annual Meeting:  Thursday, September 16, 2010 
 

4
th
 Quarter Meeting:  Thursday, December 16, 2010 

 

 
 

Message from the President 
By Sue Wolff 

 

The past three months have been hard ones 
for NSDA but we have survived.  We are 
resilient and have bounced back.  We have 
profited from our experience and have made 
improvements.   
 
A Yahoo Group has been established for 
NSDA members only. There was an obvious 
need for a forum for exchange of ideas and 
where NSDA members could express their 
opinions and concerns.  NSDA believes our 
chat group can help our members and as a 
result help NSDA be a better organization.   
 
In order to make our chat group as 
productive as possible, we will ask our 
members to adhere to the following simple 
rules.  These in no way restrict member‟s 
freedom of speech but are guidelines under 
which to operate.  It‟s not what you say but 

how you say it.  Posts that fail to follow 
these simple rules will be removed.  Repeated 
failures will result in a member losing their 
right to post. 
 

1) You must be a member of NSDA to post 
or have access to this page. 

2) Be civil in all communications. 
3) If you have a criticism, you will need to 

offer a constructive alternative.  Your 
constructive comments can help us 
improve, but without positive solutions 
and suggestions, our chat page can lose 
its value because members don‟t want 
to be barraged with negativity.  There 
are plenty of other chat groups where 
you can be just negative. 

4) All subjects with constructive comments 
will be posted if they don‟t attack 
individuals. 
 

We believe these simple rules will make our 
chat page different than competing pages in 
that it will become a vehicle for improvement 
of NSDA as well as our members and 
individual teams.  We would like to see as 
many facts brought into each post as possible 
so members can understand each person‟s 
point of view. 
 
We believe that civility and constructive 
behavior is the best way to improve NSDA 
and serve our members.  So, go ahead and 
enjoy exchanging ideas and experiences. 
 
It is a moderated group and can be accessed 
at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/National_Search_
Dog_Alliance 

 
  

mailto:lwelker@aol.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/National_Search_Dog_Alliance
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/National_Search_Dog_Alliance
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Don‟t get us confused with NSDA-info-group.  
This Yahoo group was started before the 
Atterbury Conference to keep attendees 
informed.  The Yahoo group with the NSDA 
logo is our official one. 
 
The written test is now online thanks to the 
efforts of our Education Chair Pat Totillo.  
Terri Kent agreed to be our experimental 
subject and critiqued the process for us.  He 
had several excellent suggestions which were 
implemented immediately.  Since our dry run, 
several handlers have already taken the test. 
 
The website has been brought up to date 
and, with the proficient facilitation of Nicole 
Mosta, will be continuously updated.  Items 
such as news flashes, new minutes, changes 
to policies, etc. are now posted quickly and 
efficiently.   
 
All Area, Avalanche and Land HRD Evaluators 
are listed on the website.  Water HRD and 
Trailing Evaluators have been approved 
pending Evaluator Workshops.  Georgia Baker 
is our contact for locating a certification test 
nearby and can be reached at 
georgiambaker@aol.com.  To schedule 
testing for a group of four (4) or more, 
contact an Evaluator directly.   
 
The Policies regarding the disciplinary process 
were found to be inadequate and were 
revised to be more comprehensive and more 
impartial to all involved.  The Policy and 
Procedures has been revamped with a new 
format to make the revision process easier.  
Also sections have been added which pertain 
to the operating procedures of the Evaluator 
Administrator, Testing Administrator, and 
Testing Coordinator.  The only changes made 
to the existing P&P is the new format, 
correction of spelling errors and some 
grammar modification.  It will be sent out 
with the Agenda for the June 24th meeting.. 
 

NSDA members and the Board have pushed 
themselves to get the standards and 
certification testing operational.  That goal 
has been accomplished and the certification 
process must go to the next step which is 
testing.  Fortunately NSDA has received a 
grant from the American Kennel Club for that 
purpose.  This grant will allow us to bring 
Evaluators to handlers at a central testing 
location.  Implementation of this process 
starts at the seminar in Cody, Wyoming, and 
will continue for one year which is the life of 
the grant. 
 
We as a Board are exploring new avenues for 
our meetings.  Our Special Meeting on June 
4, 2010, was held by PODCAST to allow 
easier membership access.  Free conference 
calls are utilized as well.  Plans are being 
made for several goal setting discussions to 
be held via free internet meetings.  
 
While much has been accomplished, we must 
all remember that the Alliance is still a work 
in progress.  Any organization that wants to 
remain viable must continue to grow.  In 
order to grow, we must develop and, for that, 
we need input from all of our members.  
Constructive suggestions offered through the 
approved processes are encouraged and 
welcomed.  If there are any grievances, there 
is a comprehensive process in place to handle 
them within the organization. 
 
Change takes time, especially if it is to be 
done correctly.  Everyone must help in order 
for the Alliance to progress in the direction 
we all want.  Growing pains are never without 
some suffering but the more we pull 
together, the lighter the load will be and the 
more that will be accomplished. 
 
Remember:  This is YOUR organization! 
 
  

mailto:georgiambaker@aol.com
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Board Winners  
 

 

The following are the results of 
the recent elections for seats on 
the NSDA Board of Directors: 
 
Region 1: 
 Terry Crooks  44 votes 
 Norma Snelling 37 votes 
 Janet Wilts  21 votes 
Region 2:  ** 
 Jan Meyer  19 votes 
 Mary Jane Boyd 19 votes 
Region 3: 
 Frank Hancock 
 
**  Jan Meyer has been declared the winner 
due to the fact that Mary Jane Boyd‟s 
suspension makes her ineligible. 
 
The new Board members will be seated at the 
beginning of New Business at the Quarterly 
Meeting on June 24, 2010. 

 

JUNE PODCAST  

 

The June PODCAST is tentatively scheduled 
for 8:00 PM EDT on June 27, 20l0.  The 
potential topic for discussion is water search 
and recovery. 
 
The general public can listen or download 
NSDA Episodes by merely going to: 
 http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763.  The 
PODCASTs remain available for download 
indefinitely.  
 
And a reminder, the NSDA PODCAST can be 
updated automatically via an RSS on 
iTunes.com.  Go to iTunes.com or Google and 
enter „NSDA PODCAST‟ as your search term.  
There you will find additional ways to listen to 
and download all of the NSDA PODCAST 
episodes. 
 

 

CERTIFICATION TESTS 

ONLINE 
 

Terri Kent, our experimental test taker, had 
several questions before taking the test.   
We felt that his questions might be ones 

other people would have so they are 
addressed here: 
 
Do we need a user name 
and password?  Yes, you will 
have to establish a user 
name and password.  Make 
a note of it as it will be your 
access to other training 
media on site. 
 
Is the test timed and must it be completed 
during one block of time?  The test is timed 
so allow yourself ninety (90) minutes for the 
test and additional time for sign in, etc. or 
about two (2) hours… Once you start the 
test, you cannot stop and then come back to 
it. 
 
Is there a fee for the test?  The test is paid 
for up front and is done through PayPal. Cost 
is $5.00 for the general test and an additional 
$5.00 for the specific test i.e. Area, Land 
HRD, etc. 
 
Can I take the test on a dial up system?  A 
DSL is not necessary for taking the test.  Dial 
up should be sufficient. 
 
Where can I find the tests?  Written 
Certification Tests can be accessed through a 
link on the NSDA website. 
 

SAR Dog News now has  

over 1300 subscribers! 
 

  

http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763
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SWGDOG POSTING 

Seven new documents have been posted on 
the SWGDOG website at www.swgdog.org 
These have been posted for public comment. 
 
They are: 

 SC1j Terminology 
 SC6 Presentation of Evidence in Court 

(1st Revision) CLEAN  

 SC6 Presentation of Evidence in Court 
(1st Revision) TRACK CHANGES 

 SC7 Research and Technology (1st 
Revision) CLEAN 

 SC7 Research and Technology (1st 
Revision) TRACK CHANGES 

 SC9 Article Search 
 SC9 Pre-Scented Canines Aged Trail 

Search 

 SC9 Pre-scented Canines Location 
Checks 

 SC10 Statement of Purpose 
 
These documents will be posted from May 
24th to July 22nd 2010.   The public is 
encouraged to give feedback.  All comments 
presented to the committees are anonymous. 
 
 

 
 

Where is it? 
 
Where to find what on the NSDA website 
 

A 
Agency Expectations – About Us 
Airlines Guidelines – News 
Application for membership – front page link 
Area Standards – Standards 
Avalanche Standards – Standards 
 

B 
Back-Tracking Standards – Standards 

BOD contact info – Contact Us 
By Laws – About Us 
 

C 
Certification Field Test Descriptions – About 
Us 
Charging for SAR Policy – About Us 
Code of Ethics – About Us 
Conference Fee scholarships – About us 
Current Board Members bios – About Us 
 

E 
Evaluators - Standards 
Evaluator (Principal & Apprentice)  
 Applications - Standards 
 

H 
Hernandez Award – About Us 
Hernandez Award Application – News 
 

L 
Land HRD Standards – Standards 
Logo download – About Us 
 

M 
Meeting Minutes – About Us 
Membership fees – Membership 
Mentoring – About Us 
Mission statement – About Us 
Motto Winner – About Us 
 

N 
Newsletters, current & archived – Newsletters 
NSDA mailing address – Contact Us 
 

O 
Online applying/PayPal – Membership 
Online download of application – Membership 
Online testing – link at very top of Standards 
  page in large blue letters. 
Organizational Chart – About Us 
 

P 
Pack List – Standards 
Past Hernandez Award Recipients - News  

http://www.swgdog.org/
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/pages/docs/1061/1274646821_SC7_Research_and_Technology_%281st_Revision%29_TRACK_CHANGES.pdf
http://casgroup.fiu.edu/pages/docs/1061/1274646821_SC7_Research_and_Technology_%281st_Revision%29_TRACK_CHANGES.pdf
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Policies and Procedures – About Us 
Prerequisites for all K-9 tests - Standards 
 

R 
Regions - Membership 
Rollins Conference Tuition Scholarship – News 
 

S 
Seminars – News 
Services – About Us 
Status of all standards - Standards 
Study guides – Standards 
 

T 
Testing fees – Standards 
 
 
 

K-9’s HELPING CHILDREN 
LEARN 

 

 
K-9 Schatzie and Search the cat at Boydôs Creek 

Elementary School, Sevierville, TN 

 
Tennessee Special Response Team-A handler 
Suzie Ferguson and K-9 Schatzie, along with 
their cat Search, take part in HABIT‟s Ruff 
Reading school program.  Since the cats are 
not Ruff Readers, they have been nicknamed 
Purrrfect Listeners.  HABIT is an acronym for 
Human Animal Bond in Tennessee.  It is an 
outreach program of the University of 
Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine. 
 
Suzie, Schatzie and Search visit Mrs. Clark‟s 
second grade class at Boyd‟s Creek 
Elementary School in Sevierville, Tennessee.  

They both have the children read to them and 
the children watch the dog and cat interact.   
 
Suzie found Search at the Sevier County 
Fairgrounds during an SRT training session.  
Schatzie and the kitten have bonded 
especially since the dog has mothered the 
cat.  Search curls up next to Schatzie, as in 
the picture above, and Schatzie grooms 
Search‟s fur while they listen to a child read. 
 
Not only is the pair considered unique but 
also they may be the only cat and dog team 
in the HABIT program. 
 
HABIT is not the only program where canines 
help children to learn. 
 
Reading to Rover, Dog Day Afternoons and 
Paws to Read grew out of the Reading 
Education Assistance Dogs (R.E.A.D.) 
program begun in 1999 by Intermountain 
Therapy Animals of Salt Lake City, Utah.   
 
Early readers read aloud to a therapy dog 
who are trained to sit quietly and accept a 
stranger‟s touch.  The dog owner/handler 
stays close by and may help the child with a 
difficult word.  But the key to any of these 
programs is the one-on-one with the dog who 
is a non-critical listener.   
 
Caring Canines Inc. in Richmond, Virginia, 
certifies dogs for a reading program.  They 
require a reading dog to sit still for long 
periods of time, not bark and be able to 
tolerate unfamiliar sights, sounds, smells and 
environments…all behavior required of a 
search and rescue dog which is why so many 
SAR dogs are also therapy dogs. 
 
To learn more about the programs, visit 
www.therapyanimals.org 
  

http://www.therapyanimals.org/
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Fallen K-9 Handler 
Honored 

March Air Base‟s Field Air 
Museum in Moreno 
Valley, near the city of 
Riverside, California, 

now pays tribute to a 

fallen Pendleton Marine 
and first Marine K-9 
handler, Sgt. Adam L. 
Cann, killed in action 

since the Vietnam War.  Sgt. Cann was killed 
in 2006 when his German shepherd closed in 
on a suspicious-looking man outside a police 
recruitment center located 68 miles west of 
Baghdad.  The man quickly detonated a 40-
pound vest of explosives.  The shrapnel-filled 
blast killed 27 Iraqi volunteers and a U.S. 
soldier. 

Cann‟s sacrifice prevented the assailant from 
reaching the crowd around the Air Ramadi 
police recruitment center where thousands of 
Iraqi volunteers and a number of U.S. forces 
stood.  Twenty-three-year-old Cann was 
posthumously awarded a Purple Heart and 
Bronze Star with a combat “V” device for 
valor.  Iraq‟s Camp Cann was also named in 
his honor. 

Cann was finishing a handcrafted kennel sign 
for his unit, prior to his death.  The Riverside 
museum will hang it in their recently opened 
Military K-9 Heritage Exhibit.  The exhibit was 
dedicated to the museum by the K-9 veteran 
sponsored Feed the Dawgs project, Oct. 17, 
2009. 

“We are going to put the sign in a position of 
honor and respect for everyone that goes into 
the museum doors to see,” said Kenneth Neil, 
retired Air Force dog handler and Feed the

 Dawgs ambassador.  “This sign will honor all 
dog handlers from all wars and all services, 
from World War I to present day.” 

Cann‟s dog Bruno was also seriously wounded 
from the pellet packed explosive, but survived 
and was also decorated with a Purple Heart. 
Bruno still works for Camp Pendleton‟s K-9 
unit today. 

Cann‟s heroism was recognized with full 
military honors and he is buried in Virginia‟s 
Arlington National Cemetery alongside more 
than 300,000 fellow fallen service members. 

Source:  Marine Corps News| 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

By Susan Bulanda 

 
Meet the Search and Rescue Dogs  
by Christy Judah, published by Costal Books, 
ISBN: 978-1-4486-8493-9, 30 pgs.  
 
This is a child‟s picture book that is loaded 
with photos of real search and rescue dogs.  

Through text and photos, it 
explains how SAR dogs are 
trained and how they look 
for lost people. What I liked 
the most about the book is 
that it showed all different 
breeds and types of dogs. 
When the book includes a 
photo that shows a dog 
working, the author included 
a close-up photo inset of the 

dog. I thought this was a nice touch.  
 
I would recommend that SAR personnel 
donate a copy of this book to their local 
elementary school. It would be a great 
educational tool for teachers.  
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HEAT 
STROKE 

 
 
Heat stroke happens when 
heat gain exceeds the bodyôs 
ability to dissipate heat.  High 
temperatures may cause 
chemical reactions which break down body 
cells.  This can lead to dehydration and 
blood thickening. 
 
These problems put a strain on the heart, 
lead to blood clotting and possible tissue 
death.  The first to be adversely affected are 
the cells of the brain, liver and intestinal 
tract. 
 
Once a dogôs temperature reaches 105Á F or 
greater, the canine risks brain damage, 
multiple organ failure and death.  Even if the 
animal receives treatment and survives, he 
may suffer permanent organ damage and 
health complications for life. 
 
 

Predisposition to heat stroke:  
× Dogs with dark or 

thick coats especially ones 
with a substantial undercoat. 
× Dehydrated dogs. 
× Dogs with a history of 

heat stroke. 
× Overextended dogs.  

Overextension can happen 
quickly on a search especially 

with a high drive dog very intent on his 
work.  Also when concentrating on 
searching, dogs tend not to drink 
enough water. 

 
The signs of heat stroke: 
× Rapid, frantic panting 
× Hyperventilation 
× Dark red gums & mucous membranes 
× Anxious, panicked expression 
× Salivation early on then dry gums as 

the heat prostration sets in a high fever 

× Staring and/or dizziness or 
disorientation and/or staggering 
× Refusal to obey commands 
× Lying down and 

unwilling (or unable) to 
get up 
× Rapid heart beat 
× Diarrhea that may 

have bright red blood in 
it 

× Vomiting 
× Collapse and/or loss of 

consciousness 
 
What to do:  
At the first sign of heat stroke, immediately 
start to cool the dog by any means possible.   
 

1. Immerse the K-9s body in cool (not 
cold) water.  Use a stream, pool, 
outside hose or even bags of ice.  If 
immersing the dog, be aware that the 
K-9 may be too exhausted to hold his 
head out of the water.   

2. Move the dog into air conditioning. 
3. Put cool wet towels or ice packs on his 

neck area, armpits, groin and stomach 
areas. 

4. Wet his tongue but do not force him to 
drink water as he might aspirate it into 
his lungs. 

5. Transport to the veterinarian. 
 
Prevention:  
× NEVER leave the dog in an 

unattended car on a warm day.  Cars 
heat up quickly even. 

× Avoid vigorous activity on hot and/or 
humid days.  If work is unavoidable 
on these days, provide lots of water 
and monitor your dog closely. 

× Always keep fresh, cool water 
available  
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TRAINING 
 

June 27-July 1,  National Urban Search and Rescue 
Canine Search Specialist Training Course; Linthicum, 
MD, sponsored by Search and Rescue Assist (SARA) and 
American Rescue Dog  
Association (ARDA).  For information, e-mail csst-
information@ardainc.org or call 888-775-8871. 
 
July 16-19, Colorado, Bi-Annual Search + Rescue 
Management Academy 2009, Western State College in 
Gunnison, Colorado.  For more information, see 
http://www.cosarma.org/ 
 
August 10-15, Lost Person Behavior Instructor 
Course, based upon the program developed by Robert 
Koester and currently used by the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management's SAR program.  The course will 
be held at Blue Ridge School near Charlottesville, VA.  More 
information is at  
http://www.dbs-sar.com/LPB_TTT/index.htm 
 
August 21-23, Illinois SAR Conference (ISARC), 
Rend Lake Resort & Conference Center, Whittington, IL.  
For more information 
http://www.illinoissar.org/Conference.htm 

 
August 29 & 30. Marcia Koenig will be giving a two-day 
problem-solving seminar in upstate New York.  Follow the 
links below for more information: 
http://www.hydrolyte.us/index.html 
The second link is directly to the Seminar page: 
http://www.hydrolyte.us/seminar.html 
and the last link is directly to the Registration and payment 
page: 
http://www.hydrolyte.us/registration.html 
 
September 11-13, California SAREX, Yosemite 
National Park.  For more information, see 

www.sarex2009.com 
 
September, WA State Dog Meet, North Bend, 
Washington; Registration forms & additional information 
available online. 
 
SAR City, California, billed as the largest SAR school on 
the West Coast:  training and information sharing for 
rescue, fire, medical and law enforcement.  For more 
information, see 
http://www.bcconline.com/sarcity/index.htm 
 
 

Training Continued: 
 
October 9-10, Ohio 1st Annual SAR Conference, 
Hidden Hollow Camp in Bellville, OH.  Robert Koester will 
be giving courses on Lost Person Behavior, Search 
Management and Urban Search. For conference schedule 
and registration go to the link below and click on Special 
Events. 
www.ohiospecialresponseteam.org 
 
October 10, Ohio Special Response Team inaugural 
conference in Mansfield Ohio.  For more information, 
contact info@dbs-sar.com 
 

October 15, Northwest SARCon, Clackamas County, 
Oregon:  For information, see  
http://www.clackamas.us/sheriff/sarcon/ 
 
June 23 - 27, 2010, NSDA HRD and Area Search 
seminar, Cody, Wyoming.  Watch www.n-sda.org for 

future information.  

YYYIIIPPP   YYYAAAPPP   
By Dana Kirsch Ray  

 

Dana is taking a summer break and 
suggested that this would be a good time 
and place for the membership to discuss 
issues that they may have with the 
organization, training, etc.  Questions are 
also welcome.   
 
Please send submissions to:  
trainingquestions@n-sda.org 

 

  
Board of Directors-- 
 
Sue Wolff, President, Tennessee  srt1530@starband.net 
Terry Crooks, Vice-President, Montana   tcrooks@frontiernet.net 
Sherry Scruggs, Secretary, Florida  k-9tracer@cox.net 
Norma Snelling, Treasurer, Washington  
    snelling@olypen.com  360.808.0894 
Cameron Daggett, Idaho   camdaggett@cox.net 
Cris Goodhue, Montana  bcgoodhue@blackfoot.net 
Larry Welker, Alabama   lwelker@aol.com 
Dee Wild, Louisiana    dwild1@bellsouth.net 
 
Advisory Board-- 
 Susan Bulanda 
 Lisa Higgins 
 Marcia Koenig 
 Carol Ann Namur 
 Robert Noziska 
 A. E. Wolff 
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