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SAVE THESE DATES

June 23 - 27, 2010NSDA will be hosting an
HRD and Area Search seminarutside ofCody,
Wyoming. Registration will be Wednesday
afternoon and evening with classes taking place all
day Thursday, Friday, and Saturday and Sunday
morning.

In addition, NSDA will be holding HRD and Area
Search evaluations during the seminar.
Put these dates on your calendar NOW! More
details will follow later this year.

Quarterly Membership Meeting

The National Search Dog Alliance will have its
quarterly membership conference call on
Thursday, June 25, 2009, at 8:00 p.m. EDT If a
member did not receive instructions on how to

participate/listen, please contact Sherry Scruggs a
k-9tracer@cox.net

NSDA LOGO OFFERED
The NSDA logo is available in a pdf file for
members. This file will be available shortly orth
NSDA website www.n-sda.orj

SAR Dog News now has 1157 subscribers!

Larry Welker Wins Seat
on Board

In a very close race for the
vacated Region Il Board seat,
Larry Welker is the winner. He
will be seated beginning with
commencement of New
Business at the Quarterly
Membership Meeting following
the election. This meeting will
take place on June 25, 20009.

Larry is a retired Marine Corps infantry officer
who has commanded platoon through battalion
size units. He is currently a Senior Logistics
Specialist and Program Manager with The
Analytical Science Corporation that is a subsidiary
of Northrop Grumman’s Information Systems
sector.

Larry has been involved in canine search and
rescue since 1999. He is a Search Dog Handler
with the North Alabama Search Dog Association
(NASDA) and is NASDA'’s Treasurer. He has
participated in over 60 live and/or human remains
recovery searches as a dog team handler or
supporting searcher.

Larry is an active National Search Dog Alliance

(NSDA) member. He has served on the peer
review team for the AirScent Wilderness

Standard, is a member of the Water Recovery
Team Standard Committee, and is the chairman of
the NSDA Network Committee. He serves as the
monthly moderator for the NSDA Podcast

programs on team training that air live on the

Internet.
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A

German Shepheiduca,

seven, has beeanissing

since Saturday from her

owner's home in Linn

Creek, Missouri. She

assists the Osage Beach Fire Department in
finding missing people and has been with the
Department for five years.

Authorities have no leads and fire department
officials need help to locate her. They say Luca
has never wandered away.

If you have any information, you're asked to call
the Osage Beach Fire Department at
573-348-1221.

Source: Mid-Missouri.com, Wednesday, June 10, 2238 a.m.

T shirt Design Contest

NSDA is looking for creative

folks with some good T shirt
design ideas. Now that
NSDA standards are nearing
completion, we will be

starting to promote NSDA at
various events throughout the

et

country.

We will need "cartoon" shirts for dog people and

more sophisticated shirts for the non-dog people
who would like to support NSDA but won't wear a

cartoon shirt around town. Both types should
make some indication that it is for National Search
Dog Alliance.

Please send your design by Jun® tbKris Brock
at pkbrock@tritel.net

JUNE PODCAST about K-9
PROFICIENCY MAINTENANCE TRAINING

The PODCAST to be held at 8:00 PM EDT on
June 21, 2009 will address how K-9 Search Dog
Teams should conduct training to maintain
Handler and K-9 proficiency after the team
becomes operational.

The panel consists of Subject Matter Experts with
diverse backgrounds who come from across the
United States. Featured will be Scott Robbins
from the west coast. Scott is a Man Trailing
Expert and former NSDA Board member. Lisa
Higgins is from Louisiana. Lisa is recognized for
her exceptional work in both land and water HRD.
Lisa is a former NSDA Board —
Pl
member and currently serves on the [, &
NSDA Advisory Board. The third \!
member, from the East Coast, is 1{
Denver Holder who is recognized _}
nationwide for his advance Air &4 {
Scent training skills. &

In July the Network Committee’s intent is to re-
visit the progress NSDA has made with
development of standards in line with NIMS
requirements.

In August, the PODCAST will conclude this

training series with a program that addresses
‘What you do when your team arrives at the
Search Site’.

The general public can listen or download NSDA
Episodes by merely going to:

http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763 The
PODCASTs remain available for download
indefinitely.

And a reminder, the NSDA PODCAST can be

updated automatically via an RSS on iTunes.com.
Go to iTunes.com or Google and enter ‘NSDA

PODCAST’ as your search term. There you will

find additional ways to listen to and download all

of the NSDA PODCAST episodes.
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By Pat Totillo

The Executive Board Meeting was
called to order on June 4, 2009 at
8:00 pm.

Present were:

Region 1: Norma Snelling, Terry
Crooks, Cameron Daggett

Region 2: Dee Wild, Jan Meyer, Sue Wolff

Region 3: Sherry Scruggs, Jacob Weaver

Absent: Region 1: Cris Goodhue
The Secretary and Treasurer had no reports.

Terry gave a report for the Evaluator Committee.

All the calls to prospective evaluators have been
very supportive. Everyone was looking forward to

the workshops and getting the program started. A
plan to have the workshops done via a PODCAST
is being explored.

Dee reported that the power point presentation
was being developed. The use of the power point
with a question and answer session via the
PODCAST would be a very effective means of
educating the evaluators.

Sherry reported for the HRD-Water Committee.
Everyone likes the standard but there is some
concern

about the regulations regarding
transporting of training materials.
As currently  written, the
requirements are too regulated.
Sue will look for the federal
requirements and send them to
the Board. It was suggested the
size of the source be changed
from 20 - 30 grams to 35 - 40
grams. All were in agreement. The size of the
acceptable alert area will be defined and Sherry
will summarize changes and send them to the
Board.

Dee reported on HRD-Land. A couple of beta
tests need to be completed. Once finished, Dee
will review all the input received.

In an effort to avoid people not being prepared
to successfully pass a certification, it was

suggested the candidates have a letter of
recommendation from their team trainer/leader
prior to testing. This will be a requirement and

will be posted on the website.

Norma reported on the Standards Review
Committee. There were some discrepancies in
the Area Search Standard. These corrections are

being made and will be done shortly.

Cam reported that he needs members for the
Accreditation Committee. He asked each Board
member to recommend one person they felt would
be qualified.

Norma has been contacted by a member seeking
permission to use the embroidered logo on
personal items. A notice will be included in the
newsletter informing members that they can
request a PDF file with the logo. It was agreed
that, if members wanted to use the logo, they
needed to have the actual logo rather than trying t
copy it.

Jan reported on the 2010 seminar. The seminar
will be held June 23 - 27, 2010, in Cody,
Wyoming. Lodging will be provided on site for
Wednesday thru Saturday night. Meals will be
provided starting with breakfast on Thursday and
ending with breakfast on Sunday. Class sizes will
be limited. Evaluations will be offered on a first
come, first served basis so get your registration i
early.

Sue reported on the cost of the rockers. The size
will be % x 3" in two colors on a twill
background. It was agreed that 400 rockers would
be ordered with quantities to be divided among the
various disciplines.

The tentative date for the next face to face Board
meeting is the second weekend in October.
Location to be determined.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m.
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Be Careful What You Ask For
By Mary Jane Boyd TEXAS AREA SEARCH TESTING

Recently our K-9 team hosted a seminar. One of g May 23, 2009, the first Area Search
the required props was a scent box. This was On certification test was given. Pictured below are
my To Do list from day one but for some reason it  gome wannabes.

was not done.

The day before the seminar, when reviewing my
list, the light bulb finally went on and | realizéd
was not done. In a blind panic, | started calling
freight companies looking for a large wooden box
we could buy.

| found plenty of boxes, but none large enough to
hide a person. Next | asked the same folks if they
could build one for us -- in a hurry of course! |
was lucky to find a family owned lumber and
pallet company that was willing to make the box
at a reasonable price.

When we were discussing the dimensions of the Only in Texas do the cows gather at the staging
box, the woman taking the order asked for what | area...and some people complain their Point Last
was using the box. Without thinking, | said | need Seen (PLS) is contaminated if a couple of people
it to hide a person. There was a moment of silence walk through it!

followed by “Is it illegal to put a body in a box?”

To which I replied, “Not if they go willingly.”

Then | tried to explain about the dogs and
search training. This was followed by “You
mean vicious dogs are going to attack the person
in the box?” To this | replied, “No, they are not
vicious. They just want their toys.” After some

In  Worcestershire, England,
Police received a 999
emergency call suggesting a
potential murder. The

. i emergency call operator heard
rzﬁgg:stgg(rjnorous discussion, she seemed @ muffled voices and a man
u : shouting: "Come out or else.
During the construction of the box, she called 'm warning you." It was
back several times for clarification and with accompanied by the sounds of

ideas for improvement. At this point, she was Whining. Then the line went dead.
really getting into the box and idea of the dogs. o )

Police immediately returned the call only to be
During the last call she asked (and | kid you not), 9greeted by a very apologetic woman. ~ She
“How would you like a body in the box? To  confirmed that everything was all right and that
which 1 replied, “I will pay you $25.00 extra if  the culprit was not her husband - but the dog!
you provide a body with the box.” She replied,

“Let me see how he acts the rest of the day ahd I Their 14-month-old golden retriever, Bailey, had
get back to you!” grabbed the portable phone in his mouth and ran

into the garden. Bailey then found a spot where
Clearly she thought | was kidding! he could chew the handset to his heart's content.
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Bailey was pursued by his owners and disappeared
behind the garden shed. As the dog attempted to
keep his hold on the phone, he managed to dial
999 just as "Dad" was shouting at him to come out
from behind the shed.

Source: Sky News 2009

Reported incidents stemming from'
spot-on flea and tick treatments ‘\1
have increased, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA). The EPA regulates topical pet treatments.
As a result of the 53% increase, the EPA is
intensifying an evaluator of the spot on-products.

Incidents reported to the EPA range from skin
irritation to seizures and sometimes death.

Spot-on treatments generally kill fleas and ticks b

affecting their nervous systems. Some products
contain chemical that keep flea eggs from
developing. Veterinarians consider spot-on
medication more effective than other treatments
such as shampoos and sprays.

Manufacturers stress that their treatments are safe
only for the pet profile listed on the box. One
misuse often seen by veterinarians is dog’s
treatments being applied to cats. Also animals
which are pregnant, heavily flea infested or have
an illness may be more susceptible to side effects.
Owners of animals in these groups should consult
a veterinarian before applying flea treatment.

Manufacturers are required by law to pass on
reported incidents to the EPA. They are also
required to submit safety and efficacy studies of
their flea and tick products before they go on the
market.

Owners whose pets experience unusual reactions
following a spot-on treatment should wash the
animal with soap, unless the product label
specifies  otherwise. Then they should
immediately contact a veterinarian. The owner
should also contact the manufacturer via the
number on the product label. Save the box as

manufacturers may require information from it.
Source: Wall Street Journal

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has
approved the first drug made to specifically treat
cancer in dogs.

Canine cutaneous mast cell tumors are the type of
cancer targeted by the new drug, Palladia. This
cancer accounts for about one in five cases of
canine skin tumors.

Palladia is a tyrosine kinase inhibitor that works
by killing tumor cells and cutting off the blood
supply to the tumor. Common side effects include
diarrhea, decrease of loss of appetite, lameness,
weight loss and blood in the

stool.

419
“At the completion of af\\él‘*—m‘j.”

Palladia clinical study, e
approximately 60 percent of J@%
dogs had their tumor N
disappear, shrink or stop

growing,” said Dr. Cheryl London of Ohio State
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine in a
statement in the Los Angeles Times. Dr. London
worked with Pfizer Animal Health, Inc., in the
development of the drug.

Until now, all cancer drugs used in veterinary
medicine were developed for use in humans and
were not specifically approved for animals.
Federal law allows veterinarians to administer
cancer medicines and other human treatments

The EPA says that safety standards are the same under controlled circumstances.

for brands sold at pet retailers i.e. Hartz and-Bio
Spot, as they are for those sold in veterinarian’s
offices such as Frontline and Advantage.

Source: L.A. Times, Associated Press
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Cynthia "Cindy" Economou, a
former St. Lucie County, Florida,
firefighter who admitted to
taking a man's severed foot from an 1-95 crash
scene last year was sentenced to six months
probation. At the sentencing on May”?ghe
judge withheld adjudication so the 38-year-old
was not formally convicted of the charge of
misdemeanor theft.

Economou told the Florida Highway Patrol after
the Sept. 19, 2008, crash that she took the
remains to help train her Human Remains
Detection dog. There is no law specifically
dealing with the theft of a body part. Therefore
she was charged with a misdemeanor because
authorities could not determine a monetary value
for the foot.

Economou has resigned from the St. Lucie
County Fire District.

Source: Associated Press

$%

A Kentucky judge sentenced David Poppiti
to a total of 25 years for wanton murder
and fleeing or evading police. Poppiti
¢ rammed Deputy Sean Pursifull's cruiser
during a chase, killing him and his police
K-9 King.

On January 10, 2008, Poppiti left a gas station
without paying and led Kentucky state troopers
on a high speed chase. Deputy Pursifull and K-9
King were sitting on the side of the road waiting
to assist in the chase when Poppiti rammed their
cruiser. Deputy Pursifull and King were killed
by the stolen vehicle, estimated to be traveling at
over 100 mph when it left the highway.

The other teenager riding with Poppiti during the
January 2008 police chase was 17 year old Eric
Gerren. He testified during Poppiti's May trial
that he tried to stop Poppiti during the chase.
Juvenile court officials say his case has been
resolved and he has served his sentence

David Poppiti has already served more than 500
days in jail, but it will probably be at least 20
years before he is eligible for parole.

K-9 King is buried beside his partner, Deputy
Sean Pursifull.

Source: WYMT-TV, WYMTnews.com

$&

How do you create a wildlife garden and keep
your dog(s) from damaging it? Here are some
suggestions from landscape designers:

Raised beds. Most dogs
see the elevated beds asg
wall.
Mulched or grass
pathways. These will ¥
guide dogs away from
the flowers.

An arbor for vines. This will keep plants
out of the way and direct dog’s
movements.

Clear yard borders. Dogs like to patrol
boarders and will trample bushes in their
path.

Sturdy plants. Native viburnums are
hardy hedges that provide berries for
birds and can withstand canines. Look
for strong ground covers such as
speedwell that can tolerate foot traffic.
Tough Perennials.  Coneflowers and
liatris are some suggestions.

Deer resistant plants* also work well.
Juniper and other evergreens are disliked
by dogs. Wildlife love juniper for winter
cover, nest sites and food.
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%99 Thorny plants deter dogs.
” Weak stemmed plants will be
° trampled unless staked for
3 protection.

Use large, round rock (cobble) to keep
dogs away from delicate plants. The rock
is awkward for dogs to walk on...which

may not work for SAR dogs who are

taught to walk on all types of surfaces.

Plant selection should also include being sure that
certain foliage is not poisonous to dogs. As
nurseries rarely have this information, check the
American Society for Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA) database of toxic plants online
atwww.aspca.org/toxicplants

Source: National Wildlife
* Deer resistant plants are holly, ferns, boxwood,
ornamental grasses, foxglove, salvia, Russian
sage, daffodils, poppies, lavender, peonies,
barberry and herbs like thyme and oregano. Some
of these may be toxic to dogs so be sure to check
before planting.

BOOK REVIEW
by Christy Judah:

3 //)
™ Training the Disaster Search Dog
-z\/’/& (soft cover)
= Author: Shirley M. Hammond
ISBN: 978-1-929242-19-1; 186 pp.; $29.95;
6 X9in.
Published by Dogwise Publishing in 2006.

Available at www.dogwise.com  1-800-776-
2665

About the Author:

Shirley Hammond is well known for her
expertise in training disaster dog teams. Shirley
participates in a FEMA Task Force and has helped
to develop disaster standards and testing
techniques both nationally and internationally.
She currently works Human Remains Detection
dogs locating historical gravesites. Ms. Hammond
responded to the Mexico City Earthquake in 1985,
the Murrah Building bombing in Oklahoma City
in 1995, and the World Trade Center on
September 11, 2001.

Brief Overview:

This book provides a detailed account of
how to select, train and prepare a dog for testing
and eventual deployment as a disaster search dog.
It aptly explains how to prepare the dog to
confidently, efficiently and effectively search
rubble for missing persons.

A training pyramid begins with thBasic
Layer (basic obedience, training the alert
behaviors, how to do disaster run-aways,
introducing the alert barrel and introducing the
remote training box). The second layer describes
the agility skills, direction and control exercises
and beginning search problems. The final layer
introduces multiple victims to the training regime
to prepare the dog team for evaluation.

Photographs help the reader to understand
the target behaviors which are described in a clear
and concise manner. The exercises are explained
in detail allowing the handler to get a clear grasp
of the training concepts and to advance in specific
step-by-step methods gradually increasing the
difficulty of the exercises. Diagrams help to
clarify exercises and are very easily understood.
Brief summaries allow the reader to share the
experiences of the Oklahoma and New York
searches. The author includes the FEMA building
markings (which are used to identify buildings
searched, hazardous materials and findings inside,
etc.) and fitness tips for disaster dogs as welhas
depth instructions on how to construct a bark box.
The detailed index allows for easy reference.

Training the Disaster Search Dog is an
excellent book, well written and a must-have for
all handlers contemplating or training a disaster
dog. Although it is targeted to the disaster dog
handler, | highly recommend this book for all
search and rescue disciplines, including land
human remains detection, wilderness air scent and
trailing. The obedience, agility, fitness, and
general handling tips apply to many scenarios
other than disaster. A must have on your SAR
bookshelf for all SAR dog handlers. Good job
Shirley.

Christy Judah is a SAR Tech |, the chief of hentewith ten
years in SAR and over 200 searches to her cré&tiie is a
certified CISD counselor, the secretary of the NKRS
Advisory Council and the coordinator for K9 stardkain
North Carolina.
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TRAINING

June 27-July 1, National Urban Search and

Rescue Canine Search Specialist Training Courseg ) L
Linthicum, MD, sponsored by Search and Rescue October 9-11, SAR City, California, billed as the
Assist (SARA) and American Rescue Dog largestSAR school on the West Coast: training and
Association (ARDA). For information, e-maikst- information sharing for rescue, fire, medical aad |

. . . enforcement. For more information, see
information@ardainc.orgr call 888-775-8871. http://www.bcconline.com/sarcity/index.htm

Training Continued

July 16-19, Colorado, Bi-Annual Search + Rescue

Management Academy 2009Western State Colleg October 9-10,0hio 1st Annual SAR

(0]

in Gunnison, Colorado. Fanore information, see Conference,Hidden Hollow Camp in Bellville,

http://www.cosarma.org/ OH. Robert Koester will be giving courses on
Lost Person Behavior, Search Management and

August 10-15 Lost Person Behaviomstructor Urban Searchror conference schedule and

Course,based upon the program developed by registration go to the link below and click on Spéc

Robert Koester and currently used by the Virginia Events.

Department of Emergency Management's SAR www.ohiospecialresponseteam.org

program. The course will be held at Blue Ridge

School near Charlottesville, VA. More information October 10, Ohio Special Response Team

is at inaugural conference in Mansfield Ohio. For more

http://www.dbs-sar.com/LPB_TTT/index.htm information, contactinfo@dbs-sar.com

August 21-23, lllinois SAR Conference (ISARC), October 15, Northwest SARCon Clackamas

Rend Lake Resort & Conference Center, County, Oregon: For information, see

Whittington, IL. For more information http://www.clackamas.us/sheriff/sarcon/

http://www.illinoissar.org/Conference.htm

June 23 - 27, 200ONSDA HRD and Area Search
August 29 & 30.Marcia Koenig will be giving a seminar, Cody, Wyoming Watchwww.n-sda.org
two-day problem-solving seminar in upstate New for future information.

York. Follow the links below for more information:
http://www.hydrolyte.us/index.html

The second link is directly to the Seminar page:
http://www.hydrolyte.us/seminar.html

and the last link is directly to the Registratioma

E%mmi%grolvte.us/reqistration.html Y I P YA P

September 11-13, California SAREX, Yosemite
National Park. For more information, sge
www.sarex2009.com

By Dana Kirsch Ray

Opinions expressed in this column are those of
the author and not necessarily those of the
National Search Dog AllianceQuestions for this
column can be sent to trainingquestions@n-sda.org

September 11-13, WA State Dog Mee§tanwood,
Washington, Warm Beach Christian Camp and
Conference CenteNSDA certification testing
offered; meals, lodging, and registration of $95

($110 if postmarked after August1@nd $125 if Leaps and Bounds

postmarked after Septembéh;1Registration forms . . o

& additional information availablat: When it comes to training a skill, like so many
http://www.scvsark9.org/2009DogMeet.aspx other handlers, | take the conservative route. I'd

rather delay training a behavior until | know |
can manipulate the environment and get that
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meaningful reward timed just right. It's a
philosophical choice but | am someone who
hates trying to "undo” a behavior.

| know many new handlers get frustrated with
the waiting and the patience especially when
they see their dog doing what they think is
"perfect” behavior. | struggle with different

ways to try to explain why do | take this

position, why do | prefer stalling to jumping in

and working on a behavior the moment | identify
it's something of importance.

Age of the dog is one reason |
cite. It still amazes me how
every individual dog has his or
her own moment of maturity.
What is always fun is when a
handler who thinks they're
over the hump suddenly
realizes their dog "turned
another corner" beyond what
anyone was expecting. | love
these opportunities and love
watching the dog leap in skill when they happen
but you can't push or force this.

Another reason is that, if | can create that
"learning moment", the dog (especially a border
collie) will fully "get it" in that one shot if | an
create that setting and situation where the dog is
actually thinking about what | think he's
thinking. And, if in that moment, | do deliver
the reward at the instant that the dog is expecting
the consequence and, if that reward perfectly fits
what the dog is hoping for, then in that moment,
the dog will never forget the lesson. So rather
than muddle through shaping behaviors and
refining, | like to

create that big

moment.

Finally, 1 try to explain (but never seem to get
through) that it's not the handler that's doing the
training anyway. It's the helper. Using and
reusing mediocre helpers makes it tough to teach
new behaviors but is fine for keeping trained
dogs in shape. Despite the dog's innate and
unyielding desire to please the handler, it's the
helper that is the incentive. If the helper has th
correct presence, the dog will respond
beautifully.

And so for me, | wait to teach any new skill or
behavior until | find that helper whose presence
is right for the task at hand. A great helper has
not only timing but can change personalities and
can read what the dog needs.

Maybe it is an oxymoron but | prefer teaching in

leaps and bounds and that just takes a long time
to do.
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