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i \ Pick of the Pack, selecting your K-9

\I Partneris now on sale. Costis $22.50
for non-members and $18.00 for
members, a savings of 20%. To purchase, contact
Norma Snelling asnelling@olypen.com

NOMINEES FOR NSDA BOARD

Below are the nominees for the NSDA Board of
Directors. There are two nominees in Region Il
Mary Jane Boyd and Larry Welker. As there is
only one nominee, Sherry Scruggs, in Region lll,
she is appointed to the Board.

Members may cast their votes between Ma¥ 15
and June B by mailing back their ballots. The
winners and/or ties will be announced on June
15", In the event of a tie, new ballots will be
mailed to the voting membership of the affected
region with the names of the runoff candidates and
the date by which the ballot must be returned.

Directors shall be seated beginning with the
commencement of New Business at the Quarterly
Membership Meeting following the election.

Nominee information can also be located on the
NSDA website (n-sda.org) under News.

Persons in Region Il who were members
before April 15, 2009, will receive ballots via
the U. S. mail.

REGION I

Mary Jane Boyd
Texas

Hello, | am Mary Jane
Boyd, a candidate for
your NSDA Board of
Directors from Region
Two. | have been
involved in canine
search and rescue since
1998. Currently |
serve on the NSDA
Advisory Board and as the Liaison to the NSDA
Board of Directors for the Area Search
Committee.

Some of my past experience includes serving as a
Board Member and Treasurer of the inaugural

NSDA Board and 2 ¥z years as a member of the
National Association for Search and Rescue SAR

Dog Committee. In September 2000, | founded

K-9 Search and Rescue of Texas where | still

serve as Training Coordinator.

| have trained and certified three search canines
(Labradors), Beau, Pete and Rio, in the disciplines
of area search, human remains detection and first
responder disaster. My girls Millie and Oyote are
keeping me busy training to step into the boy’s
shoes.

To support my SAR habit, | work as a Controller
for a Houston area homebuilder. | have thirty
years of general business and financial
management experience. Additionally, |1 have a
BBA in Accounting, am a Certified Public
Accountant and a licensed Real Estate broker. As
a business professional, | have a strong
background in organizational management
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finance and accounting. | have been part of
several start-up organizations, proving my ability
to work as a team player to accomplish
organizational goals and objectives.

| believe in the mission of NSDA,; and | think my
background and experience, as well as my
working knowledge of NSDA, qualify me to
represent your interests as a member of the NSDA
Board. If you have any questions of me, please
feel free to contact me atjbsar@aol.com Thank

you for your support!

Larry Welker

Alabama

Larry Welker is a retired
Marine  Corps infantry
officer who has commanded
platoon through battalion
size units. He is currently a
Senior Logistics Specialist
and Program Manager with
The Analytical Science
Corporation that is a
subsidiary of Northrop Grumman’s Informatio
Systems sector. His program team is in dir
support of the US Army’s Unmanned Aircraft
Systems (UAS) Program

Larry has been involved in canine search and
rescue since 1999. He is a Search Dog Handler
with the North Alabama Search Dog Association
(NASDA) and is NASDA'’s Treasurer. He has
participated in over 60 live and/or human remains
recovery searches as a dog team handler or
supporting searcher.

He has served as a Board Member for the Canine
Search and Recovery (CSAR) organization and,
upon the untimely death of CSAR’s Treasurer, he
has been selected to serve as CSAR'’s interim
Treasurer until October of this year. Larry is an

active National Search Dog Alliance (NSDA)

member. He has served on the peer review team

for the AirScent Wilderness Standard, is a member
of the Water Recovery Team Standard Committee,
and is the chairman of the NSDA Network
Committee. He serves as the monthly moderator
for the NSDA Podcast programs on team training
that air live on the Internet. He is a NASAR SAR
Tech Il, and both of his Labrador Retrievers are
NASAR SAR Tech Il Wilderness Canines.

In addition to his time in the marines, he is an

Eagle Scout, has been a Boy Scout Troop Master,
and is currently the Troop Committee Chairman of

Boy Scout Troop 221 in Salem, Alabama. He is

an avid outdoorsman, an AKC Canine Good

Citizen Evaluator, and strongly believes in the

goals and vision of the NSDA.

Larry and his wife Brenda celebrate their fortieth
wedding anniversary this year plus have two
happily married daughters and their first grand
baby. They reside in the rural countryside nofth o
Athens, AL.

T shirt Design Contest

NSDA is looking for
creative folks with some
good T shirt design ideas.
Now that NSDA standards
are nearing completion, we
will be starting to promote
NSDA at various events
throughout the country.

-

We will need "cartoon" shirts for dog people and

more sophisticated shirts for the non-dog people

who would like to support NSDA but won't wear a

cartoon shirt around town. Both types should
make some indication that it is for National Search
Dog Alliance.

Please send your design by Jun® tbKris Brock
at pkbrock@tritel.net.
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Paypal Survey

NSDA wants to process membership dues in the
easiest way possible. Please help by answering
the following survey and sending in your answer

of Option #1, #2 or #3 to pkbrock@tritel.net.

#1. | have had no trouble with using Paypal and
prefer it to pay my dues.

#2. | have had trouble with Paypal and would
prefer to send a check and paper application by
mail.

#3. | prefer to use my own credit card and pay
online.

By Pat Totillo
The Board Meeting was called to order at 8:00
p.m. on April 23, 2009. Present were:
Region 1: Norma Snelling, Terry Crooks,
Cameron Daggett
Region 2: Dee Wild, Sue Wolff, Jan Meyer
Region 3: Sherry Scruggs, Jacob Weaver

Absent Region 1: Cris Goodhue

The Human Remains
Detection (HRD) (land) is

out for beta testing. Beta
tests should be completed in
the next six weeks. The
HRD water standard draft is
in the completion process.

\

\
\
\

The Education Committee reported they would

have the written test and one of the

\ study modules to the BOD in the next

week. It is projected that the balance of

j"’% the study modules will be completed by
the end of May.

In the next two weeks, the Evaluator Committee
will be notifying evaluators of their appointment.
It was suggested that, if an evaluator conducts two
evaluations in a twelve-month period, they would
receive a free membership for the next year. An
evaluator's status will be reviewed every three
years.

One hundred copies of NSDA'’s publicatidPick
of the Packhave been ordered from the printer.
NSDA members will received a 20% discount.

Terry Crooks has been giving away patches and
hats at events. These items he has purchased at
his own expense. It was suggested that an
advertising fund be established to cover this type
of expense.

A suggestion was made to promote NSDA at
conferences and public
relations events. This would
require active support from the
membership. Members would
need to contact the BOD and
notify them of an event. The
member would need to expres
their desire to promote the organization at these
events and supply personnel to participate. A
pamphlet is being designed to use at these
events.

Next vyear there will be two regional

conferences. Cris Goodhue is working on the

first one tentatively scheduled for May to be

held in Salt Lake City, Utah. Jacob Weaver is
working on the second one scheduled Sept/Oct in
Georgia.

The next in person board meeting is scheduled for
the 2 week of October.

The new schedule for the BOD conference calls
will be every three weeks.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
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NSDA Testing of New Border Patrol
Back Tracking Standard
May 1, 2009

By Terry Crooks
NSDA Evaluator and Board member

| would like to express my thanks to Robert
Noziska of BORSTAR K-9 and my appreciation
for the U.S. Border Patrol’s great Search, Trauma
and Rescue Team program. | first met Robert
Noziska and his partner, Roy Lopez, seven years
ago when they alone were the Border Patrol's K-9
SAR handlers. The program has grown to thirty
plus SAR K-9’s in the field with hundreds of life
saving finds and thousands of alien apprehensions.

There is no other SAR K-9 organization in the

world doing more for saving lives and serving

others. The handlers of the BORSTAR K-9 unit

are extremely dedicated individuals who endure
extreme mental and physical hardships to do their
job.

In my recent NSDA trip to El Paso,

Texas, to aid in testing the BORSTAR
K-9 Back Tracking team, | was blessed
to experience, in a small way, the true
grit of these handlers. The following is
a brief description of that experience.

Flying into El Paso from Montana was
interesting. Spring was coming to the mountains
of Montana as well as the mountains of the Rio
Grand but the similarities in descriptions ended
there. With temperature changes and vegetation
being the obvious differences, the mission
readiness requirements also changed.

Upon arrival the first evening, | met with Robert
and we discussed in detail the testing documents,
challenging the testing criteria for clarity and
objectivity. As we sat out on Robert's bug
screened back porch, we swatted off the
occasional mosquito and | mused at the constant

zapping of insects that were being fried in the
porch bug eliminator.

The morning activities began at 0330 hours.
Meeting up with the K-9 Candidates in training,
we ate breakfast. The Candidates were excited
about the day, because the testing event had
relieved them of the normal kennel cleaning duties
at the Border Patrol Headquarters.

After driving out into the desert, Robert dropped
me off with four other BORSTAR K-9 Handlers
to set up the test. After going over details, we
formulated a plan in accordance with the testing
criteria.

The objective of the test is to simulate a realldor
scenario with an alien group's border crossing
gone bad. Often agents will apprehend an alien
who has split up from a larger group. Then they
will back-track that alien’s footpath to wherever
the group split up. Then they will forward track t
find the group. At times when the agents find the
group, several are dead or dying from exposure in
the desert.

To complete the test scenario, the K-9 must track
on leash backward a minimum of %2 mile and then
forward %2 mile, never straying off the track for
more than 50 meters. The criteria designates that
the terrain be mostly rock to prohibit the use of
man tracking skills.

The Texas environment itself
is torturously cactus laden.
Temperatures ranging up to
115 are considered workable.

As the test setup went into

motion, four Border Patrol

agents walked off into the

desert like ghosts in a movie.

Watching from a vantage point, it was obvious
that the agents were having a difficult time gettin

thought the cactus, even jumping at times from
one spot to another as they fought to progress.
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After one hour, Robert harnessed his nine year old
chocolate Labrador, Chelsea, and put her to work.
Methodically she worked her way through in°80
heat and 5-10 mph winds across some of the most
hostile country | have ever seen. At times the
cactus was so thick the dog could hardly progress
but refused to stop. At other times, the team
moved out in a fast walk in a
straight line with the handler
signaling me to hold or move
forward pending progress at
corners. The call to watch out
for rattlesnakes was heard but,(
with the fast pace and at times(
thick brush, there was no time < _
to look and keep up.

Over one mile later, on a track which included 45
minutes of back tracking, forward tracking,
breaking for water and pulling cactus, the
BORSAR K-9 Back Tracking Team of Robert
Noziska and Chelsea located the three hiding
subjects. After a lengthy K-9 reward session,
handler congratulations, and a hasty health check
of the dog, the subjects, handler and evaluator, we
compared wounds. Once the wound tally was
complete, we found the dog and all of the humans
had shed blood completing this test.

It was a great experience to have witnessed the
BORSTAR K-9 Unit's commitment to excellence.

It is making a big difference in U.S. border safety
and security.

The difficulty of the terrain and environment
where we worked was eye opening, educational
and inspiring. The BORSTAR K-9 teams, unseen
in the desert, share the SAR mission with all of us
as SAR K-9 teams. They do all of us proud.

MAY PODCAST

On May 17, the Special Series PODCAST will
continue with a second program discussing
cadaver dogs working Native American burial
sites and assisting anthropological research. The
PODCAST will air at 8:00 p.m. EDT.

The panel discussion will again be led by Mr. John
Sullivan, an Archeologist with the Federal Bureau
of Land Management and Paul Martin, a Senior
Wilderness Field Instructor and HRD K-9
Handler, who is recognized nationally for his work
with Anthropology Teams.

The June Podcast will be about the training of
Search and Rescue K-9 crews and the training
program needed in order to keep the K-9 crews
effective. This episode will also be in a panel
discussion format and will feature three Subject
Matter Experts.

This training series will conclude in July with a
program that addresses “What you do when your
team arrives at the search site. Vel

The general public can listen or
download NSDA Episodes by
merely going to:
http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763
The PODCASTs remain available
for download indefinitely.

And a reminder, the NSDA PODCAST can be
updated automatically via via an RSS on
iTunes.com. Go to iTunes.com or Google and
enter ‘'NSDA PODCAST’ as your search term.
There you will find additional ways to listen to
and download all of the NSDA PODCAST
episodes.
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Risk is high in the Arizona rabies situation for

: contagion in humans. Each infection is an

NeW’ FaSt_ EVOIVIng opportunity for the virus to mutate into a more
Rabies VirUS Found - virulent form-literally upping the odds of a new
. strain developing. The risk of such a virulent

And Spread”’]g strain jumping to people "should be a major

concern," said Hinh Ly, a molecular virologist at
A northern-Arizona rabies strain is the Emory University School of Medicine in
evolving faster than any other new Atlanta, who is not involved in studies of the

rabies virus on record. It has mutated Arizona outbreak.

to become contagious among skunks _ o
and now foxes. The strain is also Since rabies takes its time before

spreading fast. going from incubation to infection,
post-exposure rabies vaccinations
It is not unusual for rabid animals to  tend to be effective at stopping the
attack hikers and people in driveways. Nor is it virus. If untreated though, rabies,
odd that rabid skunks and foxes are testing which attacks the central nervous

positive  for a system, is often fatal in humans.

contagious  rabies

strain commonly For more in depth information regarding this
associated with rabies  strain and its  spread, see
brown bats. What is (http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/

unusual is that the strain appears to have mutated 05/090504-rabies-evolution _2.htmi
so that foxes and skunks are now able to pass the

virus on to their kind not just through biting and

scratching but through simple socializing as

humans might spread the flu. PET FRIENDLY
ACCOMODATIONS

Usually the secondary species-in this case, a
skunk or fox bitten by a _
batis a dead-end host.  Checkthe following
The infected animal may websites for pet friendly
become disoriented and  Places to stay when
even die but is usually  traveling:

unable to spread the

virus, except through PetTravel.com
violent attacks. petswelcome.com
Doginmysuitcase.com
Skunks have already been 1clickpethotels.com
proven to be passively TravelPets.com.
transmitting the strain to . . . .
each other, as documented PN Be sure to get a written confirmation with all
in a 2006 study in th details from the hotel/motel.
journal Emerging Infectious
Diseases Unproven -7

genetic studies suggest foxes are also spreading
the new strain to each other.
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HERNANDEZ AWARD
UPDATES

Curt Engles and Chance - 2007

| thought that Chance’s one year (April
5th) birthday would be a good time to update
NSDA on him.

We are making good progress. Chance
has completed his third obedience class. The first
two were basically puppy socialization and the
third got down to business. He was successful in
all three classes.

We began our official CARDA K-9 skills in
February. | took him to his first CARD#&eekend
training. Chance was able to get sign offs in
agility and obedience. The agility was a snap. As
you have seen from his 9 week old pictures, | had
him on my agility equipment as soon as he came
home.

We are doing long runaways both semi
blind and visual. He knows how to scent for a
person and that was a wonderful moment to see he
realized it was not all visual.

We have had some serious health issues
the last two months. We live in a pecan orchard,
and when the harvests occurred, he managed to
get whole pecans in the shell lodged in his small
intestine.  This required a 4:00 AM Sunday
morning visit to the emergency room. 18 stitches

and week later he was fine. He has

recovered well and was back to his

old rollicking self in about 2 weeks.

m Following this, on a

retrieve, he hit a tree snag at a full
run. It was hidden in the grass and
really surprised both of us. He
yelped and limped for a minute then
was as good as new, | thought. Since then he has
limped on his right front side intermittently. |
finally realized this was not going away with rest
so we did a complete set of X-rays: hips,
shoulders, wrists, vertebrae, the whole thing. A

I =

spot showed up on his right shoulder and an
orthopedist confirmed he has either a minor
tendon tear or a divot out of the bone next to the
tendon. | was relieved to see it was not a
dysplastic or genetic problem but we are now
facing arthroscopic surgery to clean up the tear or
smooth out the divot. Once the arthroscopy is
finished, the vet feels he will make full recovery
within two weeks.

Through all of this, my Chance has
remained bubbly and his good spirited self, a
remarkable feat considering s had to endure
lots of prodding, sticking, poking etc.

| believe, with his drive and intelligence,
despite the set back, we will make MRigsion
ready status within the 2 year time frame. He is a
great addition to the family and we
enjoy his antics bunches.

Susan Fife and Gryphon — 2008

Having come to the end of a
very long, very cold and very icy
winter, we are preparing to get
more serious in our training.

Unfortunately, the weather has been
a major deterrent in our
progression.

| am not currently a member of a team and
rely on the generosity of friends to work on air
scent techniques such as runaways. In the
meantime, we work on toy drive, directionals,
obedience and agility - the other skills that all
search dogs will need.

As the weather becomes more favorable,
and Gryphon becomes more mature, we are
looking forward to finding a team with which to
train consistently and with more fervor. Gryphon
seems to be a very intelligent and eager pupil and
together we make very dedicated students learning
the skills necessary to enable us to be an effectiv
partnership. With continued hard work we will
become great assets to a team.

Susan Hobson — 2008

Susan will be bringing her puppy
home on May 18..
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New York StateAssembly Bill 7218 seeks to
make the docking of tails
unlawful. According to a
proposed Tail Docking Ban for
the State of New York, if the dog

owner does not have evidence
that his/her dog’s tail was docked
before August 1, 2009, the owner
can be prosecuted and fined $500
for each violation. Depending upon interpretation,
someone could even be fined for being present
with docked dogs (show, trial, seminar).

There are serious questions about people visiting
the state too. If a person is visiting friends or
responding to a mutual aid request, an owner
could wind up in trouble without proof of the date

of tail docking.

As written, AB 7218 would:
Make all instances of tail docking unlawful,
except those deemed necessary by a duly-
licensed veterinarian to protect the life or
health of the dog.
Make anyone exhibiting a dog with a docked
tail subject to a misdemeanor charge,
punishable by a fine of up to $500.
Allow any New York animal rights
organization to sue a violator for declaratory
judgment, via a private right of action, to
obtain redress for a violation.

Source: AKC website

in Alabama, Florida and Indiana

Alabama Senator Del Marsh of Anniston has
introducedSenate Bill 554
which would, among other
provisions, require the
sterilization of all dogs over
the age of six months.

If enacted, SB 554 wiill:

Provide that an owner of an unsterilized
dog six months of age or older that is the
subject of a complaint may be cited and, in
addition to any fine, be forced to pay a civil

penalty of $50 on the first occurrence; pay a
civil penalty of $100 on the second

occurrence; and on the third occurrence,
require sterilization of the dog.

Define "complaint" as any oral or written
complaint to a local animal control agency
that alleges that the dog or the owner of the
dog has violated this act, any other provision
of state law that relates to dogs, or a local
animal control ordinance. "Complaint" also
means that observation by an employee or
officer of a local animal control agency of
behavior by a dog or the owner of a dog that
violates this act, any other provision of state
law that relate[s] to dogs or cats, or a local
animal control ordinance. "Complaint" shall
not include an allegation of excessive noise
or barking.

The measure also would exempt owners of dogs
from the act, if:

o

Their dog is a breed approved by and is
registered with a recognized registry or
association, and the dog is actively used to
show or compete and has competed in at
least one show or sporting competition
hosted by or under the approval of the
recognized registry or association within the
last two years;

Their dog is being trained or groomed to
show or compete and is too young to have
yet competed;

Their dog has earned or is in the process of
earning a special title, such as agility or
herding;

Their dog is trained or in training for use in
law enforcement, military, or rescue

activities; or privately-owned dogs six

months of age or older.
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0 By letter from a licensed veterinarian,
their dog has been certified to be
temporarily or permanently deferred due
to age or heath or any other valid reason.

As introduced, SB 554 is a substantive copy of a
version of California Assembly Bill 1634 that
responsible dog breeders and owners in
California successfully opposed in 2008. As
such, SB 554 is not designed as a solution for
any animal control issues for Alabama.
Additionally, because SB 554 provides the
authority to issue a citation for an unaltered dog
(or cat) that is the subject of a complaint (other
than for excessive noise or barking) and which
includes the consequence of owners being
required to sterilize their dog, the bill does not
clearly provide animal owners with due process
to protect against overzealous enforcement that
may result in permanent deprivation of one’s

property.

Florida and Indiana are also following the
defeated California bill. Florida’s proposed law
would require all dogs four to six months of age

and older to be spayed or neutered.
Source: AKC website

SC COURT ESTABLISHES K-9
TRACKING GUIDELINES

K-9 tracking guidelines were established in a
South Carolina Supreme Court Ruling in April
2009. The Guidelines resulted from an appeal
regarding a case where a robbery suspect was
tracked and found by a police canine. The
handler's expert testimony led to the conviction
of the culprit and a sentence of life in prison.

As quoted in the South Carolina Lawyers
Weekly, Senior Assistant Attorney General
Harold W. Coombs Jr. said the guidelines would
be helpful to police and courts. "You have to
have some basis for the handler to present his
testimony: How was it that this dog was placed
on the track and was able to follow; what kind of
experience he's had; what kind of training he's

had; and how often he has worked with this
particular dog in the past; and have they ever had
a situation where the dog just couldn't go any
more."

The justices gave trial courts six guidelines for
assessing the reliability of dog tracking evidence.
Such evidence is admissible when:

The evidence shows the dog handler
satisfies the qualifications of an expert
under Rule 702 (which requires a trial court
to check proposed expert testimony for
reliability before the jury hears it);

The dog is of a breed characterized by an
acute power of scent;

The dog is trained to follow a trail by scent;
By experience, the dog is found to be
reliable;

The dog was placed on the trail where the
suspect was known to have been within a
reasonable time; and

The trail was not otherwise contaminated.

A Delaware teenager who crashed his car into a
police cruiser pled guilty to
wanton murder in the death of
a Bell County deputy sheriff
who was sitting inside.
Deputy Sean Pursifull, 31, and
his search dog, King, were
killed in the January 10, 2008,
incident.

Eighteen-year-old David J. Poppiti, of New
Castle, Delaware., also pleaded quilty
Wednesday to fleeing and evading police who
were chasing him at the time of the crash.

The Lexington Herald-Leader reports the plea
agreement calls for a sentence of twenty (20)
years on the murder charge and five (5) years on

the fleeing charge, to be served consecutively.
Source: WBIR.com
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TRAINING

June 27-July 1, National Urban Search and
Rescue Canine Search Specialist Training Courseg
Linthicum, MD, sponsored by Search and Rescue
Assist (SARA) and American Rescue Dog
Association (ARDA). For information, e-mail
csst-information@ardainc.org or call
888-775-8871.

July 16-19, Colorado, Bi-Annual Search + Rescue
Management Academy 2009Western State Colleg
in Gunnison, Colorado. Fenore information, see
http://www.cosarma.org/

D

August 10-15 Lost Person Behavionstructor
Course,based upon the program developed by
Robert Koester and currently used by the Virginia
Department of Emergency Management's SAR
program. The course will be held at Blue Ridge
School near Charlottesville, VA. More information
is at

http://www.dbs-sar.com/LPB_TTT/index.htm

August 21-23, Illinois SAR Conference (ISARC),
Rend Lake Resort & Conference Center,
Whittington, IL. For more information
http://www.illinoissar.org/Conference.htm

August 29 & 30.Marcia Koenig will be giving a
two-day problem-solving seminar in upstate New
York. Follow the links below for more information:
http://www.hydrolyte.us/index.html

The second link is directly to the Seminar page:
http://www.hydrolyte.us/seminar.html

and the last link is directly to the Registratiomda
payment page:
http://www.hydrolyte.us/registration.html

September 11-13, California SAREX, Yosemite
National Park. For more
www.sarex2009.com

October 9-11, SAR City, California billed as the
largestSAR school on the West Coast: training and
information sharing for rescue, fire, medical aad |
enforcement. For more information, see
http://www.bcconline.com/sarcity/index.htm

Training Continued

October 9-10,0hio 1st Annual SAR
Conference,Hidden Hollow Camp in Bellville,
OH. Robert Koester will be giving courses on
Lost Person Behavior, Search Management and
Urban Searchror conference schedule and
registration go to the link below and click on Spéc
Events.

www.ohiospecialresponseteam.org

October 10, Ohio Special Response Team
inaugural conference in Mansfield Ohio. For more
information, contacinfo@dbs-sar.com

October 15, Northwest SARCon Clackamas
County, Oregon: For information, see
http://www.clackamas.us/sheriff/sarcon/

information, see

The Emergency Management Institute's Independent
Study Program has started the following new courses

IS-100.HE Introduction to the Incident Command
System for Higher Education describes the history,
features and principles, and organizational strectu
of ICS. It also explains the relationship betwe€s |
and the National Incident Management System
(NIMS).

IS-197.EM Special Needs Planning Considerations
for Emergency Management helps emergency
managers and first responders better understand the
special needs population and how to partner with
persons with special needs as well as their support
providers and organizations.

IS-26 Guide to Points of Distribution supports the
Points of Distribution overview video and provides
an in-depth look into the planning, operations and
demobilization stages of a POD mission.
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IS-836 Nuclear/Radiological Incident Annex
describes the concept of operations to address
specific contingency or hazard situations or an
element of an incident requiring specialized
application of the National Response Framework
(NRF). This course provides an introduction to the
NRF Nuclear/Radiological Incident Annex.

EMI also offers downloadable group-training
materials for the following courses:

IS-100.a Introduction to the
System
IS-100.SCalntroduction to the Incident Command
System for Schools

IS-200.alCS for Single Resources and Initial Action
Incidents

IS-700.aNational Incident Management System, An
Introduction
IS-800.b National
Introduction

Incident Command

Response Framework: An

By Tom Osterkamp
Canine Search and Rescue Association

Calls for missing children are unfortunately
common. Search protocols often recommend that a
search of the child’s house be conducted with dogs,
whether or not the house was previously searched by
people. Obviously, dogs can small what humans
cannot see. Houses present peculiar challenges,
however, and the mistakes that arise from these
challenges often share common characteristics. Our
goal as dog handlers should be to obtain as high a
probability of detection (POD) as possible. If the
child is not found in the house or the immediataar
a major search utilizing most of the local
community’s resources quickly ensues.

POTENTIAL ERRORS

One of the most common errors is assuming
the physical abilities and limitations of a chilide(,
that the child could not have gotten up there, a¢oul
not have crawled under there, could not be hidden
there, etc.). This assumption is usually basethen
child’s physical traits — being too big, small, Wwea
etc. Three examples of failures to detect hidden
children follow:

Example 1 A missing 4-year-old girl was
hiding in a closet. The closet
was searched by a trooper but
the child was under a small
sleeping bag that had bee
thrown in a corner of the closet.
The assumption: it was not
possible that a 4-year-old child
could be hidden under
something so small.

Example 2 A missing 4-year-old girl was
hiding under her parent’s bed. The canine harsller’
assumption: the bed frame was too close to the flo
for a child to crawl under it.

Example 3: A missing 11-year-old girl was
hiding in her bedroom. Firefighter's assumptidghe
mother had searched the room.

The assumption that someone (parents,
firefighters, law enforcement officials) has alrgad
searched the house appears common.

The preceding examples come from the
experience of one SAR person over a period of 12
years. A simple extrapolation would suggest
hundreds of similar cases around the country each
year. Given the potential for mishaps, we must be
careful to approach each situation with a cleatesla
and make no assumptions.

Another common error made by canine
handlers is to assume that their dogs can eadigctde
the scent of a person who resides in the housés Th
assumption may be based on experience in
wilderness searches and in building searches where
the subject has never been in the area prior to the
search. However, there is a substantial difference
between these types of searches and searching the
house where the subject lives. In prior searcties,
body and respiration scents on an individual are ne
to the area or room where the subject is hidden. |
the latter searches the body and respiration s@énts
the subject are distributed through the house,
especially if it is small or the subject has been
actively moving around the area. The environment
makes the fresh scent of the subject in hidingadiff
to detect.

For several years, | have been conducting
experiments to determine the ability of my dogs to
detect me (my scent) in my house. For example, if
go into the basement, proceed directly to a rooth an
hiding place and call my dogs, they will track my
scent or detect it readily and come almost direicily
me. | believe it is largely the airborne scentythe
follow in these cases. However, if | walk into gve
room and walk around in it, proceed to a hiding:pla
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and then call my dogs, it is generally difficultr fo
them to find me. In some cases, they have replgated
walked within a few yards of me without detecting
my scent. | have repeated these experiments with
young children hiding under a bed, in a closet or
behind a chair in a corner with similar results hil&/

the exact details of the difficulties that dogs dnaw
detecting the fresh scent of a subject in this
environment are not completely clear, it appeaas th
the dogs have to get their noses into or closd¢o t
area of the hiding person in order to detect tlesHr
scent of the subject.

These observations have several implications
for conducting a house search for a missing clafd (
any person that resides there) using dogs. The bas
object of any canine search is to get the dogn(ite)
into the scent cloud of the person being sought.
While this premise also holds true for a housecdear
the scent of the person residing there permeates th
house. The handler must get the dog into position
where it can smell the subject’s freshest scertiis T
effort may require the handler to get the dog’senos
into numerous small spaces in
order for the dog to distinguish
and detect the scent.

PREPARATIONS

Prior to beginning the ®
search, request that air circulatio
fans, hot-air heat or air \ —
conditioning be turned off. Some
obvious questions to ask include:

What is the age, height and weight of the
child?

Where was the child last seen?

Where has the child hidden before?

Where does the child go to play?

Is there a record of abuse that may have
made the child afraid?

Are there any hazards present that may be
dangerous to dogs (rat poison, anti-freeze, drugs,
caustic chemicals, hot surfaces, sharp objectg?etc

SEARCHING

The search should be conducted carefully and
systematically (organized).

For example, a way of organizing a search
would be to always start in the upper level and enov
down using a clockwise (seen from above) pattern of
movement for each level and room. Watch for any
signs of foul play (a drop of blood, interest by th
dog).

Closets and bedrooms are favorite places for
children to hide. Have the dog enter closets auiffl s
any piles of clothing, large boxes, accessible&tel

and clothes hampers. Watch for L-shaped closets
with blind ends. Some closets have small access
doors that may be hidden behind clothes to get to
utilities and into blind spaces. Look under aldbe
and have the dog put its nose under them, from more
than one side if possible. Beds placed againsalh w
that have storage boxes of drawers under them may
have a hiding place next to the wall. The areasund
some beds can only be accessed from the headboard
end next to the wall.

In kitchens, open all cabinet doors and
encourage the dog to sniff the area behind each one
Do not forget to check behind large chairs and
couches, especially those against a wall or in a
corner.

Basements, attics and storage rooms offer a
plethora of hiding places. Make sure you check int
and get the dog's nose behind and under every
potential place. Watch for pull-down stairs thead
into an attic that may have been accessed by @ chil

While conducting this type of search takes a
fair amount of effort, care and time, the posdipitif

an early and positive resolution to a missing

child case makes it worthwhile.

N

Reprinted by permission of Firehouse
Publications and Advanced Rescue Technology

BOOK REVIEW

By Susan Bulanda

/

The Breeder’s Guide to Raising
Superstar Dogby Jerry Hope.
Diamond H Publishing, 160 pages,
ISBN 978-0-615-19709-8, $9.95

Jerry Hope is a Certified Dog

Behavior Consultant with the International
Association of Animal Behavior Consultants, a
member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers,
and the International Association of Canine
Professionals. He has served on the board of the
American Temperament Test Society and is a
Chief Tester with that organization. He is also a
certified PetTech instructor for pet first aide.

This is a wonderful, much needed book for all
dog lovers, breeders and trainers. Mr. Hope has
taken many in-depth studies and compiled them

into an easy to read and understandable format.
While the
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information in the book is the cutting edge of
research and scientific study, anyone can
understand the methods, concepts

and principles outlined in this

book. I highly recommend it to

anyone who wants to have a
well-adjusted, well-behaved dog.

| strongly suggest that anyone

who plans to purchase a dog in

the future, study this book and

then use it as a guide to select a

quality breeder.

It would be wonderful if all breeders of SAR
dogs followed the methods in this book. We
would have many more superstar dogs.
However, the methods outlined in this book will
help those who already have a puppy or adult
dog.

Section One explains the developmental stages
of a puppy, from pre-natal, the last three weeks
of pregnancy to birth, neo-natal, birth to 12 days

and then all of the stages to maturity. Each stage
is clearly explained as are the exercises that will
help the puppy live a well-adjusted life.

Section Two covers imprinting and novel
situations, again explaining how, why and what
to do during these stages.

Section Three outlines the “Superstar Approach
to Imprinting” starting with the bio-sensor
method and taking the reader to maturity.

Section Four teaches the reader about the
registries, how to select the right home for a
puppy, puppy aptitude testing and temperament
testing.

The book includes designs for a whelping box,
resources, references and an index.

Susan Bulanda, Certified Animal Behavior
Consultant and SAR dog expert.

GEORGIA K-9'S LOCATE BODY

of professor believed to have killed wife and
friends

A dog and handler team with Alpha Team K-9

Search and Rescue of Atlanta, Georgia, located
the body of missing Professor George Zinkhan
hours after the start of its search on May 9. Law
enforcement officers had spent two weeks
looking for the man. It was a trained team of

civilian volunteers and their dogs that found his

body.

George M. Zinkhan IlI, former University of
Georgia professor, was wanted as a suspect in
the April 25 killings of his wife and two men
outside a theater in downtown Athens, Georgia.
The search ended in a rural part of western
Clarke County when human remains detection
dogs found Zinkhan’s body in a shallow grave
police believe he dug before firing a bullet into
his head.

A team of volunteers and two HRD dogs spent

ten hours on Friday, May 8, 2009, searching the

dense woods for fugitive murder suspect George
Zinkhan. When one of the dogs — a five year

old German Shepherd named Circe handled by
Steve Barden— showed some behavior changes,
searchers returned to the location Saturday
morning.

This search lasted ten minutes. Madison, a seven
year old Australian Shepherd handled by Paula
Chambers, led the volunteers to Zinkhan's
buried body.

“The body was beneath the Earth,” said Athens-
Clarke County Police Chief Jack Lumpkin as
guoted in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “It
was purposely concealed in a manner that was
designed not be found for a significant amount of
time, if ever,” The grave was covered in enough
debris and dirt to ensure, as the Athens-Clarke
County police chief noted, that Zinkhan would

not be easily found.
Source: The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (www.ageng
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YIPYAP

By Dana Kirsch Ray

Opinions expressed in this column are those of
the author and not necessarily those of the
National Search Dog AllianceQuestions for this
column can be sent to traininggquestions@n-sda.org

Focus of Purpose

Recently | had a conversation with a Schutzhund
Judge, one of only a handful in the US, and he
commented to me, "l want the dog to be calm on
the bite and under control. | don't understand
having a crazy dog that, when you go to open the
door, you have to first lock him in the other

room. How can he protect you if he's unable to

be around social
situations?" \ N
) ) \)
/
)

My first SAR dog was one
of those crazy ones. He
always "got the job done"
but it was wild, fast, and
really fun to watch. Not all
dogs are like that and each, 77
handler has to define their

own style and respect the differences of others.

If your focus is on direction of travel, bless you.
We need more of you. Who
cares if you can't do a seven
week old trail in the desert? If
you can give me a clean read
on which is the freshest trail
that our missing person took
leading away from the senior

citizen's home, it's gold. If you can match a

contaminated article to the correct person's trail,

yay.

If you find you've got one of those area dogs
who can detect one molecule of trace odor from
a human from over a mile away, up wind, and
your dog can actually tell you about it, Wow.

Bring that one out when we're scouring the
hillside looking “which way did he go?”

If, however your dog focuses on something more
subtle, maybe a slow, methodical detail of a
room, or a yard, there are times and places for
that kind of work. There are assignments that
are uniquely suited to that style.

Even in a really large search where they're
passing out the assignments like a deck of
playing cards, it's ok to tell the base staff what
your specialty is. They may not have an
assignment perfect for you but they will
appreciate that you know your dog and know
what you can do best.

Don't neglect the basic skills. We do all have to
play in the same sandbox after all. But there's no
reason to not have focus of purpose, whatever
your purpose may be.
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