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LETTER FROM THE.
PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow Handlers:

As we reach our first year milestone, I want to

take this opportunity to give an update of what
we have accomplished the past year. We spent

the early months obtaining our incorporation,
501(c)(3), developing critical methodologies, our
constitution and by-laws and developing our
financial plan. The later part of the year was, of
course, more exciting for all of us as we started

developing our canine related programs.

The Executive Board has completed the first step
of our Strategic Plan which will help us grow
and provide vision and direction. The Executive
Board feels that the Strategic Plan is a living
document that will grow with the organization.

Applications for membership began in June
2007. Currently, we have 16 Founding
Members, 2 Lifetime Members and 261
Introductory Members.  The Founding and
Introductory memberships will end on May 31
2008. We will continue to offer Lifetime
memberships. On June 1, 2008, the $40. annual
membership fee will begin.

We have initiated the website based Amember
program which will automatically send out
renewal notices to members before their
membership expires. We will also use this
program to keep our members informed about
activities within NSDA. Over the next couple of
months, our website will reflect upgraded
information and improved design.

We are in the process of holding our first
Executive Board election with the elected
members taking their places on the Executive
Board in June. We have been blessed to have
Jennifer Massey, Scott Robbins and Mary Jane
Boyd serve on the Executive Board for the first
year. Their replacements will have very large
shoes to fill. For the first time, we are also
adding a ninth board member to provide us with
an uneven number of directors on the board. We
expect great things from our Executive Board,
both from those who will remain (Terry Crooks,
Lisa Higgins, Sherry Scruggs, Norma Snelling
and Dee Wild) and from our new directors. Our
second year of operations is shaping up to be
both exciting and challenging as we begin
implementing our standards and other projects.

Our quarterly membership conference calls
provide our members with an opportunity to hear
what is taking place on an administrative level in
the organization. @~ We also welcome and
encourage members to contact the Board with
any ideas they may have to improve the
organization. As a result of a member’s
suggestion that we adopted and put into action
Webinars for the canine community. This
project is covered in more detail later in this
letter.

Our organization is fortunate to have handlers
from around the world who c ame forward,
offering to help in any way they can. Currently
we have over 90 handlers worldwide who have
stepped up to help support our efforts. A major
reason NSDA has grown so rapidly is the hard
work and effort that these individuals and the
Executive Board have given.
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Our inaugural conference in September at the
Indiana Dept. of Homeland Security, Search and
Rescue Training Ctr. - Mari Hulman George
Search and Rescue Training Center located on
Camp Atterbury in Edinburgh, Indiana is coming
together very nicely. We have a respected -group
of instructors participating. The Camp Atterbury
Base Commander is excited that our organization
is utilizing his base for our training and has
provided his full support and access to the entire
base. This will allow us to offer training in an
array of unique environments that are typically
not available to canine handlers.

The Avalanche Committee has successfully
completed their beta testing (testing the test
itself) and are making the final changes to the
standards before finalizing them. Area is
currently in beta testing and our other standards
committees will be moving into Beta testing over
the next several months.

Our newsletter reaches over 890 handlers
worldwide and receives positive comments about
the newsletter and its contents. The newsletter
has been instrumental in letting handlers know
what is going on and how they can get involved.

Our Education Committee is extremely busy
developing educational tools to help new
handlers get started while providing great
refreshers for our more seasoned handlers. They
are currently finishing the final draft of a training
manual beginning with the selection of your new
SAR dog. There are concurrent projects running
which will soon include an evaluator workshop.
It will be very exciting to roll out our first of
many educational programs in the months to
come.

Our new Networking Committee is developing
our first Webinar to discuss the administrative
dilemmas that many teams face. How do we set
up a new team, how do we handle a split from
our team, how do we handle destructive
members, etc. Many of us get involved with

canine search and rescue with only one thought
in mind, to train our canine partner to save or
recover those who are missing. Unfortunately,
we quickly learn that all organizations must deal
with many of the same issues corporate America
faces every day. These are the types of issues
that the Networking Committee will address.

We are also implementing a canine training
forum that will be opened to all handlers. NSDA
has a wealth of experienced handlers from across

the US and abroad who are capable of answering

many of the questions that arise during training
or actual searches. Look for this forum in the

near future.

We recently sponsored the National Service Dog
Eye Exam Day. Through this initiative, our
members were able to obtain eye exams for their
working canine partners. We believe that
maintaining a high level of health for our canine
partners is vitally important.

In late January, FEMA expanded the review of
nearly completed NIMS  materials to
organizations that were identified as having
substantial knowledge in the search and rescue
field and a vested interest in the final outcome of
FEMA'’s initiatives. We are happy to report that
NSDA was one of the organizations invited by
FEMA to take part in providing comments and
feedback to the NIMS Resource Typing and
Credentialing System. As a result, NSDA sent in
numerous comments detailing areas we felt
should be reconsidered. Once the SAR Work
Group goes through all comments received, the
adopted changes will be posted on the FEMA
website for open public comment.

NSDA is doing a lion’s share of work to help all
canine handlers. It is my hope that every handler
reading this will recognize how awesome it is to

finally have an organization that cares about you,
the handler. For those who are still unsure if this

is an organization you want to be part of, I hope

you will see that all of the work bein g done is to
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directly help you in your pursuit of becoming the
very best canine handler possible. As fellow
canine handlers, we recognize the importance of
having an organization that understands us and
sincerely wants to develop programs that benefit
our efforts. We not only want handlers to join,
but also become active. You may be sitting there
with a great idea that can help handlers in some
way. Join us and bring your ideas and talents
with you to help advance an organization that is
listening and working for you.

Yours in Canine SAR,

Dee Wit

President

Stay Informed

NSDA Quarterly meeting: June 21, 2008; 7:00
p.m. CDT

2009 nspn

Conference

Even though NSDA has
not yet had the first
conference, plans are being made for the
second annual one which will be held in the
western states. |If anyone is interested in
spearheading this conference, please
contact Norma at snelling@olypen.com with
ideas.

Election

Seven very strong candidates are running in
the first NSDA Executive Board election.
Regions | and Il will be voting on their
candidates. Region Il only had one
candidate and that individual will be seated
on the Board. Regions | and Il will be
receiving their ballots around May 15™

Candidates in Region | are Cameron
Daggett and Cris Goodhue. Region Il has
Tawni “TC” Crippen, Ph.D.; Jan Meyer;
Larry Welker and Sue Wolff running.
Region llII's candidate is Jacob Weaver.
Qualifications of the candidates as well as
their pictures are posted on the NSDA
website (www.n-sda.org). A link is provided
on the front page of the site in an article
about the election.

Just a reminder that persons who were
members before April 15, 2008, will receive
ballots via the mail. Anyone joining after this
date will not receive a ballot for this year’'s
election.

Members may cast their votes between May
15" and June 5" by mailing back their
ballots. The winners and/or ties will be
announced on June 15". In the event of a
tie, new ballots will be mailed to the voting
membership of the affected region with the
names of the runoff candidates and the date
by which the ballot must be returned.

Directors shall be seated beginning with the
commencement of New Business at the
Quarterly Membership Meeting following the
election and serve through OIld Business at
the Second Quarterly Membership Meeting
two years hence.
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NSDA Membership by Region

REGION ONE
STATE
Alaska
Arizona
California
Colorado
Hawaii
Idaho
Montana
Nevada
New Mexico
Oregon
Utah
Washington
Wyoming
Pacific area

Total

REGION TWO
STATE
Alabama
Arkansas
lllinois
Indiana
lowa
Louisiana
Kansas
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
Oklahoma
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Wisconsin
Canada

Total

REGION THREE
STATE
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

# MEMBERS
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New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Vermont
Virginia

West Virginia
Europe

Total
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OBSERVATION

Below is an e-mail regarding an article in the

last newsletter. It is printed with permission.
Editor

In the April issue of the newsletter,
there is a paragraph about summer
safety for dogs that states “For boat
rides, a life jacket may be in order
depending on the dog's health and age.”

I disagree with that; a life jacket
should always be worn. Would you say
that for humans, a life jacket may be
in order depending on the person's
heath and age?

There are many things that could happen
that could cause a dog to not be able
to swim -- a trauma during a boating
accident, going overboard in a huge
body of water and going under from
exhaustion, getting a leg cramp or
getting tangled up in weeds (happened
to my dog -- thankfully he did get out
ok) .

I think it's as dangerous and
irresponsible to not put a life jacket
on your dog as it is to not have her
crated or strapped down in the car.

Debbie Walters
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Book Review
By Susan Bulanda

Badge on My Collar: A Chronicle of Courageous
Canines by Marilyn Jeffers Walton published by
Author House, ISBN: 978 -1-4343-4186-0, 2007,
203 pgs, 6 x 9” soft cover $20.00.

Although Marilyn Jeffers Walton is not a
search and rescue or a police dog handler, she
has spent many years
attending regional -
police dog trials. At the s
trials, she met and
became friends with
many K-9 handlers who
shared stories about
their dogs with her.
This, coupled with her
love of German
Shepherd Dogs sparked her research into the
lives that they lead. She wrote Badge on My
Collar hoping to enlighten the general public as
well as animal shelters.

Badge on My Collar gives the reader a
unique collection of true stories about police
dogs, one search and rescue dog and one military
dog. What I liked about this book is that it
shows the reader the successes and failures that
police K-9 handlers experience in their training
and selection of dogs. Without getting overly
dramatic or emotional, Ms. Jeffers lets us share
the joy, pride and grief that the handlers
experience living and working with their dogs.
She has selected specific incidents for each dog
in order to show the reader how the dogs work
and the dangers they face. The message about
how valuable these dogs are to the police
departments comes across in each story.

Ms. Jeffers is an award winning
children’s book writer and this was evident in
her writing style for this book. She was able to
present the material in a direct, simple and
informative manner, making it easy for the
young reader to enjoy. Although some of the
stories have a sad ending, Ms. Jeffers handles it

in a way that does not traumatize the reader. The

main message that comes through is the depth of
the bond that exists between working dogs and

their handlers. This is a fun and informative
book for the entire family.

War Dog Memorial at
University of Tennessee
College of Veterinary
Medicine

The War Dog Memorial, an exact replica of
the official memorial in Guam, was donated
to the University of Tennessee College of
Veterinary Medicine by Dr. Maurice Acree
and dedicated on July 17, 1998. Dr. Acree
wanted to not only honor the war dogs but
also pay tribute to the special connection
people share with dogs.

A noble Doberman pinscher represents
hundreds of heroic war dogs that served in
the United States Marine Corps during
World War I Although most were
Doberman pinschers, German shepherds,
Labrador retrievers and occasionally a collie
served during the war as sentries,
messengers, and scouts. But they also
served other roles to the Marines who
served with them...devoted friend, confidant,
but most of all, trusted companion.




