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AKC GRANT

Due to the work of Mary Jane Boyd, NSDA has

received a $10,000 grant from the American
Kennel Club (AKC). Per the erms of the grant,
$2,500 is to be spent on testing for the Cody
conference. The remaining $7,500 is to be spent
on three other tests around the country

week is about average. The BOD has
conference calls every 3 weeks which can last
from 1-3 hours depending on the business that
needs to be covered.

NSDA Bylaws state that the members will elect
one director from each of three regions of the
country, as identified by the Board. Each region
is identified below.

Region 1: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii,

NSDA Elections

Any individual voting member who wishes to
run for NSDA’s Board of Directors may
contact the Nominations Chair Susan
Bulanda, susanb21@juno.com, between
April 1" and May 1% to request to be
placed on the ballot. The application
form is attached to this newsletter.

Persons applying to be Directors of the Board
shall be a member one (1) year prior to filing to
run for office and remain a member in good
standing throughout their term.

Positions that will be open are one in each of the
three regions that are for three (3) year terms.
There is also an additional one in Region 1 for
two (2) years and that will finally give NSDA
staggered BOD terms with one-third of the
Board being elected each year.

NSDA's BOD is a working one so person's
looking for a resume extender are not what the
organization needs. We're looking for people
who have a strong business and financial
background as the questionnaire is aimed at
finding.

Dedication to the progress of NSDA is the first
commitment. Willingnessto work is the second
commitment. Time is the third; 35 hours per

=

Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Wyoming, Pacific area.

Region 2: Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, lowa,
Louisiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Wisconsin, Canada.

Region 3: Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia,

Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New

Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina,
Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, Europe.

<
@DONATIONS mitopo
FOR CODY

Two national businesses have donated products
to the NSDA Seminar Auction. Tritronics has
donated a Pro 200 EXP remote collar and
MyTopo has donated two state programs.
Attendees at the seminar will be able to bid on
these items at the auction.

Along with the donations, both corporations are
offering discounts on their products. Tritronics
is offering a 20% discount on theirmerchandise
MyTopo is offering Search and Rescue
volunteers a 40% discount on Terrain Navigator
Pro, Terrain Navigator and Team Tracker
Module. More information will beposted on the
NSDA website.
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INSTRUCTORS FOR CODY

Instructors:

Area Search
Beginner Mary Jane Boyd
Intermediate Jane Beson
Advanced Catherine Louis

HRD
Beginner Pat Totillo
Intermediate Lisa Higgins
Challenge Roy & Suzie

Ferguson/Becky & Terry Larkins
AREA Beginner Instructor: Mary Jane Boyd

Mary Jane Boyd has been
involved in canine search
and rescue since 1998.
In September 2000, she
founded K-9 Search and
Rescue of Texas where
she still serves as
Training Coordinator.

She has trained and
certified three Labradors, Beau, Pete and Rio, in
the disciplines of area search, human remains
detection and first responder disaster. Her girls,
Millie and Oyote, are keeping her busy training
to step into the boy’s shoes.

AREA Intermediate Instructor: Jane Beson

Jane Beson is a volunteer search dog handler and
a founding member of South Carolina Search
Dogs. She currently works an operational black
Lab in scent specific air scent. Jane and her Lab
Buck have been partners since 2000.

AREA Advanced Instructor: Catherine Louis

Catherine Louis is mission deployable with Juju,
a Belgian malinois, as her partner. She and Juju
specialize in scent discriminating aiscent work

as both a handler and trainer. She has been
working with Juju as her partner since 2002.
Catherine has been a board member of Wake
Canine Search and Rescue since 2003 and is a
working group member of the NIMS K-9 SAR

group.

HRD Beginner Instructor: Pat Totillo

- Y Patricia  Totillo is  a
founding member and
team trainer for K9SAR
of Orange City, Florida,
and has been involved in
search and rescue since
2001. During that time,
she has participated in
over a hundred searches
across the southeast. She has certified cannes
thru LETS, NNDDA, NASAR and NAPWDA.
Currently, she works two canines certified for
land and water. She is a Lead Evaluator for
NASAR for HRD land and water, Principal
Evaluator for Land HRD for NSDA and an AKC
CGC Evaluator. She is a Certified Professonal
Dog Trainer - KA. She has instructed at various
seminars including NSDA’s Inaugural
Conference.

HRD Intermediate Instructor: Lisa Higgins

Lisa Higgins is a nationally k) . ’
certified Human Remains ' :
Detection canine handler F© %
who has responded to over i
300 searches across the |
United States; Vancouver,

British Columbia; and
Puerto Rico with her canine *
partners. She  works

regularly for the Forensic
Canine Program, Evidence
Response Team Unit, for the FBL. She is one of
two handlers qualified as an "Expert" in canine
body recovery in New Orleans Criminal Courts.
Lisa has worked in law enforcement since 1982

with St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's Office. She is
a SSgt. with the Special Operations Division
serving with the Mounted Division and k9 SAR

units. She is a member of the Federal DMORT
Region VI Team and Louisiana Mass Fatalitie

Taskforce. Lisa has also co-authored several

articles and a book chapter on water search and
recovery. A tribute to her Labrador, Molli, is on

the NSDA website.
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HRD Challenge Instructors: Roy &
Suzie Ferguson/Becky & Terry Larkins

The Fergusons, Larkins and their k9s are dual
certified in Area Search and Human Remains
Detection. All are members of Tennessee Task
Force 5, of Tennessee Special Response Team-A
and associate members of the Kingsport Life
Saving Crew. Terry received the Keith and Kai
Hernandez SAR Dog Sponsorship for 2006
which made possible his purchase of Enya, the
dog he currently works.

REMEMBER.... In order to keep the
student/instructor ratio low, space is limited so
register early to insure a spot. The 2010 Seminar
will be held June 17-19, 2010. Cost is $325 per
person which includes room and board. A
registration form is attached to this newsletter
and is also available on the NSDA website

By Pat Totillo

A meeting of the Board of Directors was held on
March 4, 2010. In atendance were Terry
Crooks, Cameron Daggett, Sherry Scruggs,
Norma Snelling, Larry Welker, Sue Wolff and
Dee Wild. Absent were Cris Goodhue and Jacob
Weaver.

Several organizations have reached out to NSDA
regarding possibly working together in the
future. This may be a good way to coordinate
getting things done and consolidating efforts. It
will be interesting to see how this develops.

The Board is discussing a program to assist
testing teams with covering traveling expenses
for Evaluators. With the current economic
condition, this would be a huge benefit to
handlers.

For the past two years, T. C. Crippen, Chaig and
a small group of talented people who comprised
the Education Committee, have been working
hard to develop study modules for the written
test. I had the privilege of previewing the study
modules. They are excellent! These guides will
be of enormous value to new and experienced
handlers alike. Efforts are being made to have
the study modules up and running shortly. This
would not have been possible without these
people who contributed their time and talents.
GREAT JOB! Another Committee is being
formed to continue on the work. If you are
interested in serving on the (Ommittee, please
contact Norma Snellingat snelling@olypen.com

Registrations for the Cody Seminar are coming
in. As class size is limited, make sure you
register before they fill.

Off Topic: 1 just found out that Publix Pharmacy
will fill your canine prescriptions for free for the
following medications: Amoxicillin, Ampicillin,

Cephalexin, Sulfamethozaxok/Trimethopri,
Ciprofloxacin, Penicillin VK, Doxycycline
Hyclote, Erythromycin Stearate and

Ethylsuccinote. It might be worth it to check
with your local pharmacy to see if they do the
same. MORE MONEY FOR TREATS!!!!

MARCH 13

K-O VETERANS DAY
The official K-9 Corps birthday was
March 13, 1942.

To start a K-9s Veterans Day, contact the
launcher of this effort, Joseph J. White at
www.k9veteransday.org
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GEORGIA LAND HRD TEST

Principal Evaluator Pat Totillo and Apprentice
Evaluator Frank Hancock recently conducted a
Land HRD test in which everyone passed.
Below is a picture of the group.

From left to right: Mike OConnor and K-9 Zeus, Julie Reid and
K-9 Tucker, Rosanna Thompson and K9 Mina, Bill Hilsman
and K-9 Poco, Bobbie Hancock and kO Moses. Back row:

Pat Totillo Principal (Evaluator) and Frank Hancock
(Apprentice Evaluator).

Best Friends Does it

Again...and Again...
By Karen Dashfield, DVM

The Best Friends Search and Service Dog
Program is rolling along, with "Major" (#5) the
chocolate lab placed in Ohio, Cassie (#6) being
adopted by our primary trainer, Sherry Woodard,
to train through completion as a resource for the
sanctuary (which has 30,000 acres of desert!),
and a new lab mix, "Trace", selected and
undergoing medical screening this week.

‘ ) Sherry tells me that "Trace" was
pulled from a local shelter and
is over the top with ball drive,
has great nerve strength, and is
getting along great with other
dogs, cats and people. She may
already be spoken for as we
received an inquiry from a SAR
handler in Missouri who had

recently lost her previous SAR dog when she
read about the Search and Service Program inthe
NSDA newsletter. (Thanks NSDA!) Her
previous dog was a lab mix so, if all looks good
with Trace, we may be sending Sherry on
another road trip to the Midwest in the near
future.

As predicted, the need for quality SAR
candidates is huge and we are mathing dogs up
with appropriate handlers as quickly as we can
determine that the dog has all the "right stuff".

Due to the generosity of donations and grants,
the adoption fee is still $100 for a medically and
behaviorally screened dog with basic training
and we have been able to deliver the dogs to
their new owners in person to ensure a good fit
and a smooth transfer.

We do have an inquiry from a handler looking
for a RESCUED purebred red dobie to start
working in SAR, so if any of the NSDA readers
come across a likely candidate in the near future,
please let us know.

Handlers looking to start a new SAR dog in the
near future are encouraged to contact us at
kdashfield@nac.net or sherry@bestfriends.org
so we can keep our eyes open for your next SAR
partner!

MISSING VICTIMS’
BONES LOCATED

Tennessee Special Response TeamrA (TN SRT-

A) assisted the Gatlinburg, Tennessee, Police
Department with locating human remains from
an eight year old murder case.

Vladimir Yemelyanov and Sufiya Arslanova,
two Russian nationals, are believed to have been
murdered in July 2002 by their roommate, Yuriy
Solovyev.  The trio reportedly operated an

employment service that provided foreign
personnel to seasonal employers in Gatlinburg.



