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MEMBERSHIP PROCESS 

CHANGES 

 

NSDA has changed the membership process to a 

new web program that will allow members to 

pay future memberships through the website.  

NSDA is providing this new system to help 

better serve the membership. 

 

Members will automatically receive an email 

when their membership is up for renewal.  

Members will also be able to use a credit card or 

send a check to pay for their membership.   

 

As the names of existing members are placed 

into the program, an email will be sent from the 

“Amember” program providing a user name and 

password.  Members can then log in and change 

their password.   

 

For those who would like to join NSDA, visit the 

website at www.n-sda.org, complete the 

membership application and pay on-line.  An 

automatic email will be sent from Amember with 

a self-determined user name and password.   

 

NEW DUES SCHEDULE 

 

In June 2008, one year will have passed from 

NSDA’s first offering of memberships.  The 

organization would like to thank everyone who 

supported NSDA with their dues for this first 

year.  Your membership fees provided the funds 

needed to get the Alliance up and running.  

 

On June 1, the Founding Member classification 

will no longer be available.  Life memberships 

will still be available.  Our introductory offer of 

$25.00 dues for Individual memberships will 

cease and that category will increase to $40.00.  

Take advantage of the Individual membership 

rate until May 31 for a year’s membership at 

$25.00.   

NSDA Treasurer Steps Down 

By Norma Snelling 

 

Treasurer Mary Jane Boyd has been with the 

National Search Dog Alliance since its inception 

in March 2007.  She has recently offered her 

resignation due to personal considerations.  Like 

all of our alpha handlers, she has more on her 

plate than she can juggle at this time.  

 

Mary Jane was responsible for filing for the non-

profit status, incorporating NSDA with the State 

of Texas and helping to create the Bylaws.  She 

has overseen the complete membership program 

and set up the finances for NSDA.  All are 

monumental tasks performed with ease by MJ. 

 

Without her, NSDA would have had difficulty 

setting up the Alliance and she is wished the 

very best in her career and activities.  Her 

council and support will be sorely missed on the 

Board.  However, we know where to reach her 

and she will not escape being put to work by us 

in the future. 

 

Sue Wolff, currently our Newsletter editor, has 

offered to assume the responsibility of Treasurer 

as well as maintain her position as editor until 

the elections in June.  She has a background in 

budget management and is well qualified for this 

responsibility.  NSDA thanks her for taking this 

transition position in overseeing Alliance funds.  

 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

 

The following are changes in and additions to 

NSDA personnel: 

 Jan Meyer will be in charge of the 

conference registration. 

 Peggy Ann Buchman will be expanding 

her responsibilities to include the entire 

membership process.
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ANNUAL STATE OF THE ALLIANCE 

SUMMARY 

 

In February 2007, an idea was voiced regarding 

the need for a new national canine organization 

to represent volunteer handlers.  Below is an 

outline of NSDA’s progress since then:  

 

2007 

March        

 First 6 members of the board came together 

Bylaws were written and adopted; 

incorporated by the State of Texas 

 First newsletter was published and 

distributed courtesy of Marcia Koenig’s 

website and of other groups.  Within 36 

hours, 280 subscribers had enrolled 

 

April  

Two more board members were added and 

Advisory board members appointed 

 

May  

 14 Committees were established and 

chairmen appointed  

 

June   

Membership to NSDA officially opened; 

First Founding Member application 

Application for the 501(C)(3) was filed 

 Peggy Ann Buchman took over distribution 

of membership cards 

 

July   

Continental Kennel Club offered to print 

NSDA membership cards 

 First goal of 100 members was reached 

Board members appointed as liaisons to 

various committees 

Newsletter publication taken over by Sue 

Wolff 

Yip Yap column started in newsletter by 

Dana Kirsch; Susan Bulanda offered  to edit 

newsletters before publication 

Web site was set up by volunteers  

 

August 

 Set up Pay Pal on website 

 

September  

K9 Memorial established on the website 

Hernandez Award given to Curt Engle 

Ben Alexander’s research survey was 

publicized 

 

October  

  Re-applied for 501(C)(3) status after IRS 

lost first application 

 

2008 

January  

 Logo and slogan selected: 

o Logo by Tennile Paden 

o Slogan :Voice of K-9 Search and Rescue 

by Shannon Blackwell 

Avalanche standards ready for beta testing 

Commitment for Camp Atterbury for first 

national conference in September  

 

February  

New committee established for 

organizational level discussions between 

teams  

Area standard out to peer review committee 

Yahoo group established by Greg Hicks for 

NSDA Conference 08 

 Jan Meyer appointed as Conference 

Registration Chair  

 Peggy Ann Buchman appointed as 

Membership Chair 

 

Status as of February 2008 

Founding members     14 

Newsletter subscribers           830 

Life time members    2 

Individual members              221 

              237 

 

March 

Disaster standard out to peer review 

committee 

 

September 18   First NSDA National conference 
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.  

National Search Dog Alliance  

Inaugural Conference  

September 18 – 21, 2008 

Indiana Department of Homeland Security, 

Division of Training 

Mari Hulman George Search and Rescue 

Training Center 

Camp Atterbury in Edinburgh, Indiana 

September 18 - 21 

 

Planned to appear by the end of March is a 

page on the website listing each of the 

instructors and their bios, information about 

camping, barracks, hotels and other details .  

This information will also be placed on the  

Yahoo conference site.   

 

The yahoo group can be found at 

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/NSDA-

conference08/.  Set up a Yahoo account by 

typing in a user name and password.  A 

registration form can be downloaded and 

returned by mail.  Additional photos have 

been taken and will be posted soon.  

 

For those wanting to stay in the barracks, 

that information will need to be supplied at 

the time of registration.  (Registration 

attached to newsletter.)  If staying in the 

barracks, all bedding must be brought .  

Canines are only permitted if crated due to a 

bad experience with a former group.  Open 

showers are available.  

 

Permission has been obtained to search a 

C-130 airplane and numerous FEMA 

trailers.  For those planning to work the 

disaster rubble piles, brin g a proper helmet, 

suitable boots, leather gloves, eye protection 

and kneepads.  Also reserved are building 

like structures made from cargo containers  

that are outfitted like rooms.  Searches will 

be filmed and participants will be given the 

CD of their search.  NSDA respectfully 

declined the use of pop-out figures, flash-

bangs and gas or smoke.   

 

Keep looking form more information. 

 

 

 

Conference Scholarship 

Nominations Needed 

  

The NSDA, working for the betterment of 

SAR, in conjunction with Alice Hanan in 

memory of K9 Stryker, will be offering two 

(2) scholarships to attend the NSDA 

Training Conference in September. The 

scholarships will include a one year 

membership in the NSDA, the cost of the 

conference and $300.00 in travel expenses 

for each winning handler. 

 

Readers are asked to nominate someone 

from their team or someone they know who 

is deserving of a scholarship to attend the 

NSDA Conference.  Someone who makes it 

to every training, every call out, volunteers 

to organize activities, supports team 

members and fellow searchers and 

contributes to SAR in general, but whose 

funds prevent them from attending training 

seminars would be a prefect candidate. 

Submit the nominee’s SAR history and 

circumstances in 750 words or less to 

Norma Snelling at snelling@olypen.com by 

May 1

st.
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NSDA Elections  

 

My Apologies to Wyoming:  I neglected to list the 

state of Wyoming as being part of Region One for our 

elections in June.  We need you also!.    

Norma Snelling 

 

NSDA Bylaws state that the members will elect 

one director from each of three regions of the 

country, as identified by the Board.  Each region 

is identified below. 

 

Region 1:  Alaska, Arizona, California, 

Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 

New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, 

Wyoming, Pacific area. 

 

Region 2:  Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, 

Iowa, Louisiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 

Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, 

Wisconsin, Canada. 

 

Region 3:  Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, 

Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 

New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont, 

Virginia, West Virginia, Europe.   

 

 

First Planning Meeting 

 

The formation of a new committee was 

announced last month.  Its task is to bring 

together the numerous search dog organizations 

on a national level.    

 

The committee has conducted its first meeting. 

They are identifying the ‘right sized technology’ 

for the events, developing the WEBINAR topic 

list and pulling together the WEBINAR 

notification plan.  The most important part of the 

notification plan is being certain that 

representatives from all search dog teams are 

contacted to participate in the live web events. 

  

The ‘virtual’ conferences will last about an hour 

and WEBINAR topics will be chosen based on 

the needs of both large and small search dog 

organizations.  The first event is planned during 

May.  Watch the next two issues of SAR 

Dog News for updated information.  

 

Larry Welker, the Committee Chairman, is still 

recruiting committee members and needs four 

more.  Volunteers should have a working interest 

in computer/web technology.  If interested, 

please e-mail Larry at lwelker@aol.com.     

 

Team Resource List 

 

NSDA needs assistance 

in compiling a 

nationwide resource list 

of SAR teams.  Please 

take a moment to 

answer the following 

questions and save the 

committee hundreds of 

hours of research.  

 

1. Name of organization 

2. State or County affiliation 

3. Number of teams 

4. Type of disciplines (wilderness, cadaver, 

water, avalanche, trailing, disaster) 

5. Website address 

6. Contact person 

 

Send the information to Bev Peabody at 

workink9@comcast.net.    
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NSDA avalanche beta testers on a balmy 32 day. 

 

Testing the Tests 

 

Several inquiries have been received from 

individuals and teams that would like to test 

the new NSDA standards.  As each of the 

standards pass their final peer committee 

review, they will be announced in the 

newsletter along with the information on 

whom to contact.  

 

Contacts for the two standards currently in 

the testing process are: 

 

Avalanche: 

   Terry Crooks tcrooks@frontiernet.net  

Area Search:  

   Mary Jane Boyd, mjb5778@aol.com.   

 

 

LOST DOGS & CATS 

 

 

Almost everyone knows the fear, anxiety 

and sadness of losing a dog or cat.  Often 

the animal “escapes” from the owner’s 

house and is unable to find their way back.  

 

Thanks to the Internet, there are now many 

sites to assist owners in their plight.  

www.lostapet.org is a non-profit organization 

not only helping owners but also supplying 

tips on lost animal behavior.  The 

organization trains and certifies missing 

animal rescue technicians and dogs whose 

training is based on the principles of search 

and rescue. 

 


