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In order to verify member'®-mail addresses, |a
mass mailing to_members onkyill occur on
February 17, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. EST. If you|do
not receive this e-mail, please contact Sherry
Scruggs at K-9tracer@cox.net or Peggyi
Buchman aCRSARK9@aol.com

NSDA Board Elections

Two positions, one each from Regions 2 and 3,
on the NSDA Executive Board will expire this
year. To achieve staggered terms, Region 1’s
current board member was elected to serve a two
year term ending in 2010.

Below are the regions:

- Region 1. Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Wyoming and the Pacific
area.

- Region 2: Alabama, Arkansas, lllinois,
Indiana, lowa, Louisiana, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,

Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas, Wisconsin and Canada.

- Region 3. Connecticut, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, Vermont, Virginia, W. Virginia
and Europe.

In order to run, a person must be a member of
NSDA by April 15,2009.

Members need to give serious consideration to
whom they want as their representatives and
either volunteer themselves or urge a qualified
candidate to do so.

The election process will begin at the first
quarterly  meeting in
March. At that time, the
Board will appoint a
Nominations  committee
chair.

Candidates will be selected

by the Nominating
Committee from the list of
volunteers and their

biographies will be posted on the NSDA website.
Ballots will be sent to members to be returned,
sealed, to the Nominating Committee Chair for
tabulation.

Candidates will be declared winners on June
15", They will be seated at the second quarterly
meeting which is in June.

Avalanche tests are scheduled in Schweitzer,
Idaho, on March 10 and in Juneau, Alaska, on
March 13 - 15. A bank of Avalanche

supplement test questions is on the NSDA
website atvww.n-sda.org Standards.

To schedule a test, contact Terry Crooks at
tcrooks@frontiernet.net
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Even though the Board had designated 20
handlers for the HRD Peer Review Committee,
29 were selected in order to allow all areas of the
country to provide comments. Their comments
have been received, cataloged and will be
reviewed before final submittal to the Board.

When approved, the standard will be ready for
Beta Testing. An announcement will be made
when the HRD standard is ready for Beta
Testing. Teams with NSDA members will be

given priority.

NSDA would like to locate semi-permanent sites
around the country where regional NSDA
certification tests could be conducted. This
would allow the evaluation team to obtain TOPO

maps, gather subjects in the area and save setup

time. Location suggestions should be directed to
Jacob Weaver gacobweaver@bellsouth.net

NSDA’s Education Committee needs assistance
in writing educational materials as well as

developing programs on line or by CD. Graphic

artists, illustrators and photographers are also
needed. Interested personnel should contact
Tawni “TC” Crippen aihsda.ed@gmail.com

The American College of Veterinagy
Ophthalmologists is sponsoring free eye exams
for search and rescue and service dogs. |The
exams will occur on May 12th from 10:00 AM
until 2:00 PM at the Michigan State Universjty
Veterinary Teaching Hospital. Other eye clinjcs

will  be occurring throughout the U.$.
Registration will open on April 1, 2009.
For more information go ()

http://www.acvoeyeexam.org/opthos/opthofraime
.html

H# #3% #HW&

A general knowledge test will be given for each
NSDA standard and will have a supplemental
written test specific to that standard. As each
test is written, NSDA will be placing a pool of
supplemental test questions on the web site for
study by the test takers. Questions for each test
will be selected from this pool. Currently the
pool of Avalanche questions can be seen on the
website (www.n-sda.org under Standards.

Testing fees will be as follows:

Written test:  Members $ 5.00
Non-members $10.00
Field Test: Members $20.00

Non members $25.00

From Norma Snelling

We requested action

photos of your working & —=="2 —
dogs for various uses on'r'ﬁ s H
behalf of NSDA and § 7 = 1
twenty-two people have | - p— — |
sent in an excellent variety & ' —
of photos. | apologize for % N_77 —

not responding to each of
you with a thank you but
please know that your
efforts are appreciated.

%()* * (

Due to the fact that the NSDA does not have a
paid staff or an official office, membership
applications sent by snail mail may have a two to
three week delay before receiving a membership
card or member emails. Please be patient as
your information is processed in our system.

%_
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Help the NSDA raise money every time you
search the net or shop online. WseodSearch

and GoodShog Each use of these sites by
NSDA members will contribute to the
organization’s coffers. Links will soon be on the
NSDA website or you can go directly to the
sites, GoodSearch.com and GoodShop.com. Be
sure to click on NSDA in the list of charities.
GoodSearch.com- The search engine with a
unique social mission. It's powered by Yahoo!,

SO you get great search results and each time you
search, GoodSearch makes a donation to your
cause!

GoodShop.com- The new online marketplace
that donates a percentage of your purchase to the
nonprofit of your choice. You can choose from
hundreds of

popular merchants and the
experience of shopping through
GoodShop is exactly the same
as going to the retailer's
websites directly.

The Executive Board has approved the NSDA
Budget for 2009. A copy is attached to this
newsletter.

Colette Daigle-Berg, with'
Western Montana Search Dog
and her canine, Sula, assistt
rescuers in finding the body of a %
avalanche victim in Montana the
last weekend in January.

S .

Daigle-Berg and Sula pinpointeu
the body location under three (3) feet of snow,
his rescue beacon accidentally turned off. The
site was near Cooke City in south-central

Montana.
Source: Gazette News Services

- .

In need of
communications at*
a scene, Dee Wild
applied for a $7,0008=
contribution  from
Jenny's  Heroes &
This money was tc_
purchase fifteen oy
ham radios for her 3%
team so they would

not have to use cell phones when on a search.

Jenny’s Heroes, started by the former talk show
host Jenny Jones, had pledged to distribute $1
million in 2008 to deserving individuals. Since
the foundation received so many worthy
applications, Jones decided to distribute another
$1 million in 2009.

Wild received notice of being selected while at
home recovering from a cold. Jenny Jones
personally called with the news that Dee’s search
team would be receiving the money for radios.

“I've seen how these dogs are just amazing and
fearless when they go in and locate missing
people but then | found out they (Dee’s team)
pay for everything themselves, | had to help
them out,” Jones said in a telephone interview
with Chad Ruiz of th&t. Tammany News

Wild was chosen as the third Jenny’'s Hero of
this year. She is the only Louisiana resident to

receive this award.
Source: St. Tammany News

PODCASTSs for Next 5 Months

By Larry Welker

The current series of Episodes deal with how
Dog Teams can construct a handler and K-9
training program that allows a new handler to
transition from f‘just starting in a search
discipline’ to ‘becoming operational’ and then
‘maintaining their operational proficiency’.
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Airline Fee Warning

The Subject Matter Experts have now dealt with
By Mary Jane Boyd

the general premises of K-9 and handler search
and rescue training and have discussed training
the air scent team. This was followed by a great
discussion on putting together a trailing training
program.

(Editor's note: lItis
often advantageous ?

to research the '\
specific airline’s

policies before flying in order to avoid a fee.)
Recently | traveled with my search dog, via
American Airlines, from my home in Houston to

a seminar in Boston. When making my
reservation, | informed the reservation agent that

| was flying with a search dog. She asked
several questions, but at no time was | informed
that there would be any additional fees for flying

my dog in cabin.

Andy Redman is invited back to cover Human
Remains Discovery (HRD) Team training. That
episode will air on February 22, 2009 at 8:00 PM
EDT.

HRD Water Recovery training is planned to go
‘live’ with a PODCAST that will air on March
22, 20009.

April's program is in the works so there is

nothing definite at this time. On my outbound flight, | was issued boarding

passes with no request for or mention of any
additional fees. When checking in for my return
flight from Boston, | was asked to pay a fee but,
after some discussion with the ticket agent, the
fee was waived.

In May we will pick up again with the training of
Search and Rescue K-9 crews and the training
program that teams need in order to keep the K-9
crews effective.

Unfortunately, due to weather delays and
misinformation given by American’s gate
attendant, | missed my connecting flight from
Chicago to Houston. When rebooking my flight
to Houston for the following morning, | was
again asked to pay a fee for my dog.

Finally, in June, the concluding PODCAST in
this series will use a panel format to discuss
‘What you do when your team arrives at the
Search Site’.

Outlines of these training programs are provided
to all NSDA members in Microsoft Word

There was a discussion with the ticket agent, her
format.

supervisor and her supervisor's supervisor but
they were insistent that | pay a $100 dollar fee
for my “pet” in order to obtain my boarding pass.
According to them, this fee is in keeping with
American’s policy for “pets” flying in cabin. If |

The best part of the PODCAST program is
availability. Anyone can listen or download
NSDA Episodes by merely going to

http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763 The wanted to ao home. | had no choice but to pa
PODCASTs remain available for download 9 ! pay
. = the fee.

indefinitely.

| have been flying with my search dogs since
1999, including with American Airlines, and this

is the first time | have encountered this problem.
| have written a letter to American protesting this
charge. When | receive a response, | will be glad
to share the outcome of my protest with you. In
the meantime, | encourage everyone to reserve
some funds for these situations and beware when
booking flights with American or any airline.

And remember, the NSDA
PODCAST can now be updated
automatically via an RSS on
iTunes.com. Go to iTunes.com or
Google and enter ‘NSDA
PODCAST' as the search ter
Additional ways to listen to and
download all of the NSDA PODCAST episodes
will be made available.
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Cindy Economou, a former St.
Lucie, Florida, Firefighter, has
been arrested for taking home
a man’s amputated foot. She
was reportedly going to use it
to train her canine in Human
Remains Detection. She has
been charged with petit theft, a
second-degree misdemeanor.
The warrant for Economou
was issued on Friday, January
23, 2009, and she was arrested
on Monday, January 26, 2009.

Source: Internet Broadcasting Systems bodal6.com

10
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After a successful start of the “Day of Rescue
Dogs” in Austria in
2008, the *“Day of
Rescue Dogs” will take
place on the 2B of

April 2009 as a
worldwide event. In the
future, it will be held
the last Sunday in April
of every year.

The Purpose of the “International Day of Rescue
Dogs” is to present to the public the work of
rescue dogs and their volunteer handlers.

Plans for the Day:

1. Each participating rescue dog team starts at
10 a.m. sharp with a public activity: This
might be presentations of area-, scent-,
rubble- avalanche- or water search.
Mission readiness exercises, symposia and
workshops could also be included.

2. A big, central rescue dog presentation has
to take place in the capital (or in any
metropolis) of each country. Politicians
(from municipal councils to head of
governments), media representatives and
the public should be invited.

3. Because of the differing time zones, rescue
dog presentations will starevery hour
around the world (always starting at 10:00
a.m.).

4. At 3:00 p.m. GTM all participating dog
teams must be ready for a symbolic
deployment — no matter how late it is in
their respective time zone. At the same
time all over the world, the greetings of a
high ranking world politician will be read.

These two events (10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
GMT worldwide) will demonstrate that the
voluntary working dog teams are ready to save
lives in all weathers, at any hour of the night or
the day around the world.

The International Rescue-Dog Organization —
IRO has overtaken the coordinating work for this

first worldwide “Day of Rescue-Dogs”.
Source: www.rescuedogday.com

+ -

(Editor's and President’'s Opinion and not
that of the Alliance: While many of these
suggestions sound good, people who have good
intentions have not thought beyond their original
idea to its impact. For example, removing all
references to animal cruelty in movies, TV,
books, etc. is a form of censorship. Also many
writers use animal cruelty as a way of showing a
character’s evil side. While banning importation
of canines appears to benefit American breeders,
it may do the exact opposite. When law
enforcement agencies cannot find the type of dog
they need at a reasonable price, they will
probably stop using K-9’s altogether. Allowing
foreign animal rights groups to have an official
advisory role in the United States totally
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reverses the notion of not importing dogs. The HSUS is calling on President Obama and

animal cannot be imported but restrictions on it
can be? | urge you to read this with an open
mind and look beyond the obvious to the
potential long-range impact.)

The Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) is asking President Barack Obama and
Congress to require everyone who raises dogs
and cats to be regulated by the U.S. Department

of Agriculture (USDA).

Despite its name, the Humane Society of the
United States does not operate a single animal
shelter but exists only as a political

organization.

HSUS also is asking for the creation of an
animal protection division within the U.S.
Department of Justice that is "similar to the Civil
Rights Division, to ensure strong enforcement of
federal animal protection laws," thus granting
animals rights similar to humans.

HSUS also calls for a new position of an animal
protection liaison in the White House.

A fourth provision calls for a ban on hunting on
new public lands.

There are 100 recommendations in the Change
Agenda for Animals that HSUS has sent to
Obama.

Under current law, only commercial breeders
who sell puppies and kittens on a wholesale basis
are federally regulated. Hobby breeders who sell
puppies or kittens directly to the public are not
required to be federally licensed or inspected.
HSUS wants everyone
who raises and sells
puppies to be licensed and
inspected by the United
States Department of
Agriculture  and also
wants to see much tougher
regulations and standards for animal care. These
new requests pertain to dog owners in general
and owners of the sporting breeds in particular.

Congress to:

Create an animal protection division in the
Justice Department to act on behalf of
animals by aggressive prosecution of people
who violate laws about animals. In essence,
this gives animals legal status and the federal
government will act as their advocate. HSUS
likened it to the Civil Rights Division which
advocates for aggressive protection of human
rights. Animals thus would be given the
same legal status as people in the Department
of Justice.

Completely implement the ban on importing
dogs from other countries that HSUS
succeeded in attaching to the 2008 Farm Bill.

Focus on non-lethal methods to control
wildlife populations, which means lessening
the use of hunting as a management tool.

Mandate the wuse of microchips for
companion animals and all other animals

covered by the Animal

Welfare Act (AWA). /—x
‘ I

Make it a crime to show) X

anything that HSUS calls\\/@m\

animal cruelty in films, on afa)

television, in books and  — N

magazine or on the Internet. i Q

Require the Department of Justice to collect

and analyze data on animal cruelty cases and
create a separate crime database for this
information.

Require the U.S. Census Bureau and the
Center for Disease Control to include
guestions about the animals people own
when surveying the public in order "to assess
impacts on human health and well-being,
develop more effective approaches to
community animal control, and ensure
appropriate disaster preparation.”
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Allow foreign animal rights groups to have
an official advisory role in the United States.

Ban the mail shipment of any kind of birds or
animals through the U.S. Postal Service,
including for "agriculture and sport.” Baby

chicks were specifically mentioned, and this
also would apply to gamebird chicks, adults
and eggs that are used by sporting dog
trainers and in field trials.

Read the full HSUS document, which includes a
crackdown on alleged farm pollution, tough
animal and poultry husbandry and slaughter rules

and many environmental and wildlife
management measures. Here is a link to the
actual  document: http://www.hsus.org/web-

files/PDF/change-agenda-for-animals-1-14-09.pdf.

Permission for cross posting from The American 8pgDog
Alliance

By Pat Totillo

The Quarterly Membership Meeting was called
to order onJanuary 22, 200%at 8:00 pm.

Present were:
Region 1. Norma Snelling, Terry Crooks,
Cameron Daggett
Region 2: Dee Wild, Jan Meyer, Sue Wolff
Region 3: Sherry Scruggs, Jacob Weaver

Absent:
Region 1: Cris Goodhue

Membership: Larry Welker; Patricia Totillo

President Norma Snelling reported that the first
draft of the GPS trailing study document has
been received and sent out to the board for
comments.

Vice President Terry Crooks reported that NSDA
has fourteen evaluator candidates and Kathy
Adamle is working on sending out references
and checking credentials.

Secretary Sherry Scruggs reported that efforts
are being made to have the email membership
list prepared to be transferred to the next
Secretary. Sherry will be sending out an email to
the membership on a specific date. If a member
does not receive it on that date, they need to
contact Sherry immediately to rectify the
problem. More information will be provided in
the newsletter.

Treasurer Cameron Daggett reported that the
2009 Budget was unanimously
approved. The books have been
balanced and a report sent to the
Executive Board. Cameron is
looking at various Quick Book
options to determine which will
be the most cost effective and
still  fill the needs of the
organization.

Committee Reports:

Dee Wild reported that the HRD standards are
ready to go to peer review. An email will be sent
out to the newsletter subscribers seeking
handlers for peer review. In order to expedite
the process, it will be limited to twenty handlers
as there will be a limited response time. Dee will
compile the input and it will be brought back to
the Board. Once approved, the standards will be

ready for beta testing.
. A

Terry Crooks said that the Avalanc
test pool questions should be post
online in about two weeks. Th
Evaluator Guidelines are being finalized
and comments from the Board are to be
complied and sent to Kathy Adamle.
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Every effort is being made to have continuity
among all the documents. In some areas, it will
be very difficult to require two (2) evaluators.
Documents will be changed to reflect that two
(2) evaluators are recommended but only one is
required. To date, fourteen people have applied
for evaluator positions.

Norma Snelling reported the Education
Committee will have the written test for
Avalanche completed in about three weeks.
There will be an online pool of questions to
allow handlers to prepare for the actual written
test.

Larry Welker spoke about the Podcasts. From
the feedback he has received, handlers find them
extremely valuable. It should be noted that the
live pod casts are open to everyone but, to access
the archives, you must be an NSDA member. As
these sessions will remain on the website
indefinitely, this is an added bonus for members.
Mark your calendar. The HRD pod cast is
scheduled for February 22

The mentoring program has matched up several
teams reported Dee Wild. Recently she has
received two requests for mentors for
tracking/trailing.

A vote was called for on By-law changes. All
amendments were unanimously approved by the
Board and by membership proxies held by the
Secretary.

Advisory Board member, Carol
Namur of Quebec, Canada,
requested approval from the NSDA
board for canine evaluators to
evaluate teams in Quebec to Quebec
standards. On January™ 2009, a
unanimous positive vote was taken
via telephone conducted by
President Norma Snelling.

The in-person Board Meeting will be held in St.
Louis on March 27. A suggestion was made to
have another in-person Board Meeting after the

new Board takes office. This would be an added
expense in 2009 but was considered to be well
worth it. The meeting would give new Board

members the opportunity to interact with the

exiting Board members.

Elections for the Executive Board are
approaching. The election process and a request
for nominations will be posted in the newsletter.

A suggestion was made to change the Board
meeting night to Monday instead of Thursday.
No decision was made.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

The Board Meeting was called to order on
February 5, 2009at 8:00 p.m.

Present were:

Region 1. Norma Snelling, Terry Crooks,
Cameron Daggett

Region 2: Dee Wild, Sue Wolfe

Region 3: Sherry Scruggs, Jacob Weaver

Absent:
Region 1: Cris Goodhue
Region 2: Jan Myers

Treasurer Cameron Daggett requested part of the
organization’s funds be placed in a seven month
CD earning 1.75% interest. After a vote, it was
decided to open the CD with $15,000. Cam
suggested exploring the cost for a bookkeeper to
assist with the day-to-day operations. A job
description is being developed and three bids
will be obtained. Having monthly statements
prepared and the finances in order for an audit
would be a benefit in seeking grant monies.

Secretary Sherry Scruggs will be sending
notification for the March Quarterly Meeting.
The tentative date is March'19

Dee Wild reported on the progress of the HRD
standards. Input was accepted from twenty-nine
people on the proposed standards. Dee has
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eighteen pages with comments and suggestions.
Much of the input pertained to the set-up process
rather than the actual standard. All input will be
reviewed and submitted to the Board.

Terry Crooks reported final arrangements have

The meeting night will remain Thursday for

now.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

been made to go to Alaska for the first
Avalanche certification. A test pool of questions
is now on the NSDA web page.

A question was raised regarding the charges for
the written and field tests. It was stressed that
the goal of this organization is to work for the
membership at the most reasonable cost and not]
to fill the coffers. The cost of the tests sholéd
based on the cost of bookkeeping and record
keeping. It was agreed that NSDA members
should receive a benefit from their membership.
The cost of the written test will be $5 for
members and $10 for non-members. The cost of
the field test will be $20 for members and $25
for non-members. The design and wording of
the certificates is being developed.

Sherry Scruggs reported that the HRD Water
Committee has been formed and the standards
are in the development stage. The test will be
developed from the Committee input as to what
is required from the handlers and canines.

Norma  Snelling requested a

#%# %&

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

NSDA provides this list for your convenience.

February 28, 2009 "K911: Emergency Life
Support for the Search and Rescue D
Conference; one day lecture and lab; W
Michigan Regional Laboratory, Calvin Colleg
Grand Rapids, Michigan; cost has been redy
to $200 per person. Register on line
www.wmrl.net

October 17 — 21, 2009 Urban Trailing Class
Chico, CA; Andy Rebmann’s last class befd
retiring; Tuition: $625.00 with dog, $35
without dog.
Associates, P.O. Box 5100, Kent, WA 980¢
5100

0g"
est
e!
ced
at

re
0

Contact K-9 Specialty Search

54-

nomination chair be appointed and a

committee formed for the upcoming

elections. A representative from

Region 2 and Region 3 will be
elected. You must be a member of NSDA by
April 152009, to be eligible to run.

At the in person Board Meeting in March,
Norma suggested that a discussion be held as to
the responsibilities of the Board members to
publicize NSDA. Each Board member needs to
keep in mind they are a member of a new
organization that needs to be promoted.

Each Board member is required to write up their
job descriptions for the incoming Board.
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Book Review
By
Susan Bulanda

SOS Dog The Purebred Dog Hobby Re-
Examined by Johan and Edith Gallant

272 pages, ISBN 978-1-57779-099-0, $19.95,
Alpine Publicationswww.alpinepub.com
800-777-7257

About the Authors Johan and Edith Gallant
have been long time breeders from South Africa.
They are also judges, have competed in working
trials and been involved in the sport of dogs for
over 30 years.

Even though this book does not directly
deal with SAR dogs, it does explain the
condition of the dogs that we use for SAR. It
gives us a fresh insight as to the condition of the
dogs from which we have to pick. It can help us
select a good breeder.

This is one of the most refreshing books
that | have read in a long time. It does not sugar
coat the condition of today's purebred dog
industry. For years | have felt the same way as
Johan and Edith Gallant about what breeders
have done to the dog breeds of the world. This
book spells it out in an easy to understand
fashion.

The Gallants, breeders from South
Africa, started by examining their own breeding
practices. Then they spent years researching the
results of twentieth century breeding practices,
health and behavior issues and comparing them
to the last indigenous group of dogs in Africa.
What they discovered is truly amazing. The
Gallants explain the reasons for many behavior
problems as well as structural and health issues.
They trace the dog industry, starting with the
formation of the major kennel clubs of the world
to what it has become today.

Their journey into the why’'s of modern
dogdom and their conclusions, although
scientific and in depth, are explained in a way
that anyone can understand. But they do not
leave us hanging without a solution. They have
practical steps that modern breeders can take to
solve the problems of the dogs of today.

| strongly recommend that anyone who
owns or aspires to own a dog read this book. |
have made this book required reading for my
Canine Behavior program at Kutztown
University.

Susan Bulanda is a certified canine and feline
behavior consultant and long time SAR dog expert.
She has written a number of books and hundreds of

articles. She piloted two programs at Kutztown
University, the Canine Training and Management
Program for students who want to become dog
trainers and the Canine Behavior Program for
students who want to become behavior consultants.

In an era of increasing health insurance costs and
reduced benefits at work, a new employee perk is
becoming much more common

than in previous years. While pet _
insurance still has a long way to g(-
before becoming mainstream, thlj;:;-
trend is expected to increas(,
dramatically in the next few years|
This increase is largely due to the™_
fact that procedures that have in
the past been used exclusively for
human diagnoses, like CAT-scans and MRI's are

much more commonly used by veterinarians.

A

VB
N i/

{

At present, only 2% of companion animals are
insured in America. Approximately 20% of all
pet insurance policies are held through
corporations. In most cases, companies incur no
additional cost for offering these policies. And
these policies are discounted slightly, compared
with signing up for them on an individual basis.

Pet insurance is available through companies like
Veterinary Pet Insurance, Pet Health, Inc.,
ShelterCare and others, both for cats and for
dogs.
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If this benefit is not currently offered by your
company, consider informing the human
resources department about the availability of
these programs. Please remember, prior to
purchasing a pet policy, be sure to discuss with
your vet which kind of policy will best suit your
animal’s needs.

6# 6

By Dana Kirsch Ray

Opinions expressed in this column are those of
the author and not necessarily those of the
National Search Dog AllianceQuestions for this
column can be sent to traininggquestions@n-sda.org

Not too long ago, | had a nice email exchange
with a fellow on the topic of temperament
testing.

How do you test for temperament or, for that
matter, do you even want to test it? | am old
fashioned. | don't worry about temperame
testing because | don't need to quantify my d
in that way. | need toead my dog, know what
he will do in different circumstances an
understand my dog but | don't use a test to tell
me that.

Temperament testing is a very subjective and
personal thing. Most generic temperament
testing was designed for the German shepherd
dog and is not 100% applicable to other breeds.
Also keep in mind that a dog will present with
different temperaments at different ages, stages,
and after different life experiences, world
exposures and with increasing levels of training.

What kind of testing do you do? There are some
people who think the American Kennel Club’s
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) would be a good
starting point, basically because is it available
many places. Last year we actually had an
American Temperament Test Society (ATTS)

evaluator come out and demonstrate the ATTS
test and trial test three dogs. We have also
looked at the Delta Test which draws heavily
from the CGC.

What if you need a test for people who are trying
to select a dog for a specific purpose: to train i
disaster response? The purpose of the test is not
to do, say, quantify or learn anything about the
animal at all. Think of it as a sorting
mechanism. Here’s the process.

To train your dog in disaster, you must join a
FEMA task force and train to their standards
using the approved training techniques. You are
not allowed to train any old way. You must

meet certain requirements set out by FEMA and
by the other advanced dog handlers within that
particular training group. In some areas, you

may get a lot of latitude but here's a concrete
example.

Rubble piles are hard to come by.
When we get the owner of a quarry
or rock site to sign all the liability

waivers and allow dogs on the
property, it's a special day. Dog
handlers will flock to that pile and

use it over and over and over. And
in most cases the pile will remain
unchanged for decades.

Imagine what happens if all the new handlers are
using food rewards. Think of how many little
bits of food droppings will fall into the cracks,
fester, mold and over time the pile becomes
unusable. Hence, FEMA has created rules and
regulations on use of food reward, when, where,
how much, how often, etc.

Make sense? Ok? Now multiply that times a
thousand candidates every year and you will
begin to understand the strict training style that
FEMA uses to certify dogs and handlers within
it's ranks.

OK, got it?
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Now imagine youre FEMA and you've The bottom line is that we want people to
developed the best way to train a dog for disaster understand their individual dog better. As we
response. Now you need a pre-test to screen for learn about each individual dog, we can also
dogs who will be receptive to the style of learn about the range within the breed.
training you intend to use.

Have fun with it whatever you do and make sure
What you have is not a temperament test, per se. that people enjoy giving and taking it!
It's more like a screening technique. It's an
interesting tool to help pick the dogs who are
most likely to achieve success in your training
program. It might even be a good test. | don't
know because I've never seen the raw data.

Even though the test is an evaluative exercise for _
disaster search canines, wouldn't many of the Executive Board--
exercises be appropriate as a general

temperament test for a specific breed? Yes, | can Norma Sneliing, President, Washington

snelling@olypen.com

see the test as a screening mechanism if the goal 360.808.0894
is to predict search and rescue candidates. Terry Crooks, Vice-President, Montana
However, if we only use the test as an indication tcrooks@frontiernet.net

of where the dog is on a sliding scale, then it Sherry Scruggs, Secretary, Florida

. k-9tracer@cox.net
becomes a tool for understanding. Cameron Daggett, Treasurer, Idaho

camdaggett@cox.net
We aren't looking for a pass/fail so much as the Cris Goodhue, Montana
ability to quantify various drives. What makes bcgoodhue @blackfoot.net
the test so interesting is that the evaluator is ab ~ Jan Meyer, Missouri

. ' Jan.L.Meyer@USBank.com
to measure the level of each drive and the dog's ..., Weaver, Georgia

relative nerve strength. jacobweaver@bellsouth.net
Dee Wild, Louisiana
From evaluating the level of a dog's drive in the dwild1 @bellsouth.net

areas of sociability, hunt, prey, play etc., one Sue Wo'ﬁifsgg‘éssteeb et
could tailor their training methods. St Stamanc.ne

| think if you're looking to rate Advisory Board—
the dogs on a comparativ
scale, you need to make a bre:
specific test. | just don't se
how relevant it is to judge ¢
dog against a test which wa
built for some other purpose
Trying to include skills that test
or measure the dog's releva
drives, that's a great idea.




National Search Dog Alliance

2009 Budget

Estimated 2009 Income - $12,800

Regular Memberships 300 @ $40.00
Interest
NSDA products

Proposed 2009 Expenses - $12,800

Fees & bank charges

Insurance

Election expenses

Web Site Domain Name

Web setup for online testing & education
Office Supplies, Postage, etc
Membership cards

P.O. Box rental & forwarding mail charges
Anchorage Avalanche Workshop & testing
Border Patrol testing

NSDA products

Education Dept: copyright and printing
BOD Annual meeting

Savings account 25% of Annual Income

Beginning Cash on Handlanuary 1, 2008
2008 gain or loss

Ending Cash on Hand  December 31, 2008

Operating Cash on Hand January 1, 2009

1 1/1/08 Funds Restricted $4,500.00
2 1/1/09 Funds Restricted $9,475.00 See Page 2

$12,000.

800
$12,800

100
1,300
200
180
800
200
100
320
1,500
500
600
1,000
3,000
_3.000
$12,800

$20,866.34

19,92

$40,845.96

$31,370.96



National Search Dog Alliance

Financial Snapshot - Cash Basis (Unaudited)
Twelve Months Ended December 31, 2008

Description

Revenues:

Founding Membership Dues

Life Membership Dues

Annual Membership Dues

Contributions

Grants

Conference Receipts (Tuition, Meals, Lodging, Products)
Interest Income

Miscellaneous

Total Revenues

Expenditures:
Insurance Expense

Election Expenses

Conference Expenses (Airfare, Meal, Lodging, Products)
Web Site Design, Hosting, Domain Name(s), etc.
NSDA Promotional Items

Office Supplies, Postage, etc.

Strategic Planning Meeting

Hernandez Scholarship

Membership Cards

Fees & Bank Charges

Post Office Box Rental and Forwarding Service
Miscellaneous

Total Expenditures

2008 Net Cash Increase/(Decrease)

2/8/2009

Amount

$2,000.00
2,000.00
7,300.00
3,300.00
5,000.00
23,662.72
395.24
132

43,659.28

1,080.00
115.70
16,165.24
1,436.01
123.00
209.70
2,217.04
1,680.00
77.05
255.25
199.00
121.67

23,679.66

$19,979.62

Cash on Hand December 31, 2007
2008 Net Cash Increase 2008

Total Cash on Hand December 31, 2008
Less Restricted Cash

Cash Available for Operations December 31, 2008

$20,866.34
19,979.62

—_—

40,845.96

(9.475.00)

$31,370.96




