SAR Dog News

February 2008

Published by the National Search Dog Alliance

Vol. 2, No. 2

The Voice of K-9 Search and Rescue @ n-sda.org

Founding members: K-9 Stryker, K-9 Thor, K-9 Beau, Eileen M. Nobles, Susan Bulanda, K-9 Roo, Leslie Godchaux, Brian R.
Hendrickson, Continental Kennel Club, Inc., K-9 River, K-9 Persha, Jan Thompson, K-9 Cali

&

National Search Dog Alliance

National Search Dog Alliance

Inaugural Conference
September 18 — 21, 2008
Indiana Department of Homeland Security,
Division of Training
Mari Hulman George Search and Rescue
Training Center
Camp Atterbury in Edinburgh, Indiana
September 18 - 21

Plans for the NSDA inaugural conference are
moving forward. = An outstanding slate of
instructors,  listed  below, will provide
participants with a wedth of knowledge. The
conference site will not only provide a variety of
terrains but will also offer unique training
opportunities for working dogs. Over the next
several months, more on these special training
opportunities will be shared. A special ste is
being developed on the internet which will show
photos of many of the training sites.

This will truly be a once in a lifetime special
conference not only focusing on improving
canine search and rescue but celebrating the
national canine organizaton and the fellowship
of handlers from near and far. President Dee
Wild and the entire Executive Board look
forward to meeting many of you in Indiana in
September.

National Search Dog Alliance
Inaugural Conference

Slate of Instructors

Area — Janet Wilts & Debbie Palman

Disaster —Teresa MacPherson & Jennifer Massey
HRD — John Snow & Kathy Holbert
Track/Trail— Robert Noziska & Peggy Ann
Buchmann

Conference Details:

Costs — Covers 5 meals and conference fee
Registration until August 19" -- $175.00
Late Registration after August 19" -- $200.00

Tentative Schedule

Thursday, September 18

Registration opens at Noon

4:00 pm Safety Officer training for Instructors
and staff

6:30 pm — Dinner

Friday, September 19

Class/Field Sessions

8:00 am — 8:15 am — Welcome & Participant
Safety Session

8:30 am — Noon

Noon — 1:30 Lunch

1:30 pm — 5:00 pm

5:30 Dinner

6:30 Guest speaker
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Saturday, September 20
Class/Field Sessions

8:00 am — Noon

Noon — 1:30 Lunch

1:30 pm— 5:00 pm

5:30 Dinner

6:30 NSDA Annual Meeting

Sunday, September 21
8:00 am— 11:30 am
11:30 am conference ends

Lodging

Hampton Inn
3 miles from Camp Atterbury

812-526-5100
$70.00 + tax (have 14 rooms available)
$105.00 + tax after those 14 rooms are taken

Red Roof Inn

6 miles away
812-526-9747

$55.80 + tax one bedroom
$67.50 + tax two bedroom

Days Inn Columbus

15 minutes away

$70.00 + tax = $77.00 (free breakfast)
Possible $10 pet fee

812-376-9951

Johnson County Parks Campground

Less than 1 mile from Post
www.johnsoncountypark.com

$12 per night; mention that you are at Atterbury
K-9’s welcomed

RVs: 30A electric, water & dump station

Other Possibilities

Travelodge
812-372-6888

Knights Inn Columbus
812-378-3100

Barracks on base

$15 per day per person

K9’s must be in crates— NO
sheets/pillows/blankets

Will have to arrange through NSDA

See Camp Atterbury

A new Yahoo site has been established for the
NSDA conference. See the yahoo group at
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/NSDA -
conference08/. Set up a Yahoo account by
typing in a user name and a password.

Currently there is only an aerial view of the
Camp. Soon there will be a selection of photos
showing an overall view of all aspects of the
conference site.

Conference Scholarship
Nominations Needed

The NSDA, working for the betterment of
SAR, in conjunction with Alice Hanan in
memory of K9 Stryker, will be offering two
(2) scholarships to attend the NSDA
Training Conference in September. The
scholarships will include a one vyear
membership in the NSDA, the cost of the
conference and $300.00 in travel expenses
for each winning handler.

Readers are asked to nominate someone
from their team or someone they know who
is deserving of a scholarship to attend the
NSDA Conference. Someone who makes it
to every training, every call out, volunteers
to organize activities, supports team
members and fellow searchers and
contributes to SAR in general, but whose
funds prevent them from attending training
seminars would be a prefect candidate.
Submit the nominee’s SAR history and
circumstances in 750 words or less to
Norma Snelling at snelling@olypen.com by
May 1st.
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Testing the Tests

Several inquiries have been received from
individuals and teams that would like to test
the new NSDA standards. As of this
newsletter, the only one completed is
Avalanche. As the others pass their final
peer committee reviews, they will be
announced in the newsletter along with the
information on whom to contact.

NSDA Elections

NSDA Bylaws state that the members will elect
one director from each of three regions of the
country, as identified by the Board. Each region
is identified below.

More will be in the next newsletter regarding
election procedures and nominations.

Region 1: Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Pacific
area.

Region 2: Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Louisiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota,
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,
Wisconsin, Canada.

Region 3: Connecticut, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland,

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont,
Virginia, West Virginia, Europe.

For your information, the NSDA
Financial Snapshot (Unaudited) from
Inception through December 31, 2007 is
attached.

K-9 Veterans Day Proposed

As the United States K-9 Corps was officially
born on March 13, 1942, there is a move to
get Congress to make March 13 the official
annual day for remembering K-9 Veterans

As stated on the
website

| Support K? Veterans Day
o = i,

“K-9 Veterans Day
will then honor all
the dogs of all our
wars, to include the
present war on terror. It will be a day when
many breeds, plus mix breeds are
celebrated, as all have served in times of
war. And because of 9/11, this day will also
celebrate the honorable service of Search
and Rescue Dogs, Police Dogs, Customs
Dogs, Border Patrol Dogs, Secret Service
Dogs, ATF Dogs, FBI Dogs, and more, as all
are now involved in guarding our precious
freedoms against terrorist.”

See http://www.k9veteransday.org/ for more
information.

THANK YOU

FROM Ben Alexander

NSDA members and supporting K9 handlers.
Please let me extend a huge thank you to all of
you who have filled out the research survey.

Many of you sent e-mails with great suggestions.
I have carried these back to my committee and,
as a result, a subsequent survey addressing some
of these issues may become available later.

The current survey will be ended on March 1,
2008. If you have not yet filled one out and wish
to, please do so before this date Log onto the

NSDA website at www.n-sda.org for the survey

link. After closing, I will begin assessing the
data and will notify NSDA of the results.

Again, thank you all for your valuable input.
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They Gave All

Editor's note: This remembrance column will honor law enforcement and military canines that
have lost their lives in the line of duty. Please forward any information regarding these deaths to
newsletter@n-sda.org. SAR dogs are remembered permanently on the NSDA website.

K-9 Stryker from the Oceanside, CA, Police
Department was killed on December 31,
2007 at approximately 1945 hours. At the
end of a high speed pursuit, the felony
suspect ran

from the
vehicle. K-9
Stryker  was

deployed and
took down the
suspect in the
middle of the

Coronado
Bridge in San
- Diego.

: As the officers
~ made their
approach, the
suspect  got
“ up and ran to
the edge of the brldge with the dog still
attached to his arm. The suspect jumped off
the bridge clutching the dog and fell 200 feet
into the water. K-9 Stryker was Kkilled
instantly.  The suspect was taken into
custody with only broken ribs from the fall.

Bell County, Kentucky, Sheriff's Deputy
Sean Pursifull and his K-9 partner, King,
were waiting to aid
Kentucky State
Police troopers
engaged in a high
speed pursuit when
two teen suspects
slammed into
Pursifull's patrol
car, killing him and
his dog. The teen's
car veered over the
centerline of the two-lane road and rammed
into the cruiser parked on the shoulder.
Police estimated the car was going well over
100 mph when it left the road. The Ford
cruiser was moved nine feet by the impact.

The incident began at 12:35 a.m. on
January 10, 2008, when Kentucky State
Police received a complaint of a drive-off
from the Exxon gas station in Baxter.
Troopers spotted the suspects' 2002 Mazda
speeding south on US 119. They attempted
to stop the car but a pursuit began instead,
going south into Bell County where the
accident occurred. The two teens have
been charged with murder.

Deputy Pursifull and K-9 King were half of
the first K-9 unit ever in Bell County.
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TRAINING

Abbreviated information of upcoming schools and
conferences will be listed in each newsletter. If you know
of one and/or are sponsoring one, please let us know at
newsletter@n-sda.org so it can be included.

NSDA provides this list for your convenience.

Feb 28-March 1st; Airscent Seminar hosted
by North Alabama Search Dog Assoc. For more
information:  check the website at
http://www.nasdak9.org/airscent08.htm or email
info@nasdak9.org

March 8, Maximizing Results for the Search
and Rescue K-9 Handler, 8:00 AM to 5:00PM;
Elberta VFW Post - Elberta, Alabama;
classroom only, no K-9's; Registration Fee:
$150.00 (at least 50% in advance); Questions
or to book your seats now, contact: Bruce
Walstad, brucewalstad@qulftel.com

April 2-6, Arkansas' 2nd Annual SAR
Working Dog Seminar; Camp Robinson
Wildlife  Demonstration  Area, Mayflower
Arkansas; Registration at www.sdaoar.com
http://www.sdaoar.com/ or email Kathy at
kzasimovich@cebridge.net

April 46, 2008, Ft. Myers, Florida area;
"COPS & CADAVERS - Human Remains
Detection in K-9 SAR"; Cost: $200 per K-
9/Handler Team, $50 per Observer (Teams will
consist of one dog & one handler) additional
dogs with one handler are $100. The Workshop
is limited to 30 K-9 Teams. To register, contact:
Susan Percival: SusieK9SAR@comcast.net

May 8 — 12; Jeff Finlay Mantrailing and HRD
Seminar along with Joel Hardin Mantracking
Seminar. near Cody, Wyoming; contact K.T.
Irwin at leonberg.bresnan.net for more
information or go to nwk9sar.com.

May 28-31; Handler Instruction and Training
Seminar (HITS), Denver, CO. For more info,
see www.PoliceK9Magazine.com

Training continued:

September 18 — 21, NSDA CONFERENCE;
Columbus, Indiana

September 19-21; Dog Meet, presented by
Intermountain Search Dogs, Spokane WA.
Location: Camp Reed north of Spokane,
Washington. For more information, contact Julie
Wilson at DM2008@live.com

NC State College of Veterinary Medicine
Companion Animal Epilepsy Research

Primary epilepsy is a recurrent seizure
disorder that has no identifiable cause and is
believed to be inherited by many canine
breeds. Affected animals may be
genetically predisposed for a lower seizure
threshold. The most common age to
develop Primary epilepsy is between 1-5
years of age.

The University of North Carolina College of
Veterinary Medicine is doing research into
canine and feline epilepsy. Their goal is to
learn more about the cause of epileptic
seizures in dogs and cats and study more
effective treatments for seizures in our
companion animals.

Their website contains a database of pets
with  epilepsy. NSDA members are
encouraged to contribute to this study. The
website (listed below) explains this study
further.

http://cvm.ncsu.edu/epilepsyresearch

If you have any questions, please contact
the study coordinator, Julie Nettifee
Osborne, RVT, BS at

Julie osborne@ncsu.edu

There is extensive information online
regarding Primary epilepsy located at
http://www.canine-epilepsy.net
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Book Review
By
Susan Bulanda

Canine Scent Work Log, by Lisa Preston,
published by Alpine Publications. 168 pgs,
5x5" x 8.5"

This is one of the nicest logs for people who
train working scent dogs that | have seen in
a long time. While it is designed for the SAR
scent specific dog, all handlers who train
scent dogs can use it.

The instructions in the beginning of the book
are clear and easy to read. Ms. Preston
followed these instructions with samples of
completed log

sheets. >

The log sheets
include a place for
the handler's
name, canine's
name, date, and
activity. Next is a
detailed section
where the handler
can enter all of the pertinent information
about the session. | like this because it
covers every possible condition. Often
inexperienced handlers forget to record
important data and this log helps them
remember and be aware of the factors that
make up a training session. On the bottom
of the data page is a very nice grid to
diagram the training site and what took
place.

The next page is titled "Log Notes" with a
place to log the time started and finished.
This is where the handler can describe the
training/test session. The bottom of this
page has a place for the trainer/handler’s
signature. | like this because it offers an
easy way for the SAR dog trainer to sign off
on a trainee's session.

What | especially liked, and think is a great
idea, is the Contents section at the
beginning of the book. Each entry is
numbered and has the corresponding page.
There is a space to enter the date, the
activity and then a box to check if the
session was a test or training. This makes it
easy to find a specific training/test without
having to read the entire log book.

The book is spiral bound, has room for 75
entries, costs $12.95 and can be purchased
through Alpine at www.alpinepub.com or 1-
800-777-7257.

TREADMILL
TRAINING
FOR YOUR

DOG

By Peggy Ann Buchman
Cross Roads Search &
Rescue of lllinois

You have a high energy dog and are not
able to take the “edge off” so you can
tolerate him or get his attention for training.
My solution — run him on a treadmill. No,
you don’t have to go out and spend $1,500
on that special “doggie treadmill.” You can
use one you have, or purchase one from
your local sports store for around $400.

Running your dog on the treadmill will not
put the same stress on the machine as
when you are using it. His four feet vs. your
two is less relative force on the machine
belt. This means that you do not need to
purchase the extra heavy duty treadmill.
What you do want to look at is the length of
the belt and the width in relation to the size
of your dog. | have Dobermans and a
German shepherd. The belt on my treadmill
is 16” x 50”.







