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January is Mentoring
Month

Objective: Providing teams and/or individuals
with someone to call upon for assistance in team
matters, training issues and search dilemmas.

Often times handlers/teams have issues that need
feedback ranging from talking to someone
regarding difficult searches, issues of organizing
a new team, helping with training programs, etc.
Communications through sharing of knowledge
and information helps everyone to advance and
builds lasting bonds and friendships. Having a
personal resource can be directly beneficial to

the entire canine community.

The program is not designed for the mentor to
take a lead role, rather someone a handler/team
can call upon from time to time to help answer
guestions and provide guidance. It is for those
times when you would like to obtain feedback
regarding a specific search, a specific team issue,
or a specific training issue.

There are many handlers that have several years
of experience that can help others gain from their
experience. It would be a travesty for all of this
knowledge to be lost or never shared. Through
this program, we hope to spread knowledge and
information that would be directly beneficial to
the canine community.

If you would like to be a Mentor or like to have a
Mentor assigned to you or your team, contact
Dee Wild atdwild1@bellsouth.neand she will
take care of the rest.

NSDA Quarterly Membership Meeting
January 22, 2009
7:00 pm CT
Remember to send proxies for voting on new By-
laws if not able to attend.

Searching for Funds
By Marcy Roberts

With our inaugural year .‘19 :
coming to a close, NSDA iN ,
looking forward to next year \/
and that means raising funds

to accomplish the goals our Board has laid out
for the organization. | have been tasked to write
letters to possible supporters of NSDA and, since
many of you know of organizations and
corporations that may have funds or be willing to
do fund raisers on our behalf, please send those
names and contacts to me. | can then get
literature out to them. Send those names and
contacts tomarcyaroberts@hotmail.com and
thank you for your help!

K-9 Action Photos Wanted

of

the
web page,
brochures and publicity
calls for action photos.
Features such as SAR
canines in the process of
performing their various
disciplines are essential
to presenting our mission

to others. If you have a

photo that depicts
working search and rescue canines in action,
please forward it in jpg format to

snelling@olypen.com
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NSDA is providing outlines of these training
programs, in Microsoft Word format, to all
NSDA members. If you're not a member of
By Larry Welker NSDA yet and you'd like to receive a copy of
these outlines, take action now.
Larry  Welker, the
Network Committee Our next programs in April and May will discuss
Chairman, reports that  operational testing/training maintenance. A
the number of NSDA panel format will end this PODCAST series to
members and  non- discuss ‘What you do when your team arrives at
members participating in the Search Site’.
the NSDA monthly
PODCAST attest to the The best part of this program however is the fact
popularity ~ of  the that you don’t need to participate directly in the
program. The Subject  live program. The general public can listen or
Matter Experts have download NSDA Episodes by merely going to
done a great job of http://www.talkshoe.com/tc/21763There is also
getting basic information out to the audiences a link on the front page of the NSDA website at
and masterfully handling the myriad of questions  www.n-sda.org The PODCASTs remain
that the audience generates in both the Chat available for download indefinitely.
Room and on the telephone.

And there’s more, the
Last Sunday, January T1Andy Rebmann kept ~ NSDA PODCAST can
PODCAST patrticipants involved as he discussed now be updated
the training protocols that teams should use to automatically via an RSS
hone the abilities of their Trailing Dog Handlers  on iTunes.com. Go ta
and K-9s. The current series of episodes deal iTunes.com or Goggle and
with dog teams constructing a handler and K-9 enter ‘NSDA PODCAST’
training program that allows a new handler to as your search term and
transition from ‘just starting in a search  you will find additional
discipline’ to ‘becoming operational’ and then  ways to listen to and
‘maintaining their operational proficiency’. download all of the NSDA PODCAST episodes.

Marcia Koenig's first two episodes dealt with
getting started with a team-training program. In
the first installment, she addressed basics and the
second episode was focused on an air scent
training program that search dog teams can use
to shape their air scent handlers and K-9s into the
reliable assets that are so valuable to the Intiden
Manager.

BOARD
MEETINGS

NSDA Conference Call
Board Meetings are
scheduled every other
Thursday (unless it is a
holiday) per Section 7 of
the NSDA By-Laws. At
this time, Board members
report on their various projects as well as discuss
the everyday functions of the organization.

Marcia will continue in future programs with

developing a training program for Human
Remains Discovery (HRD) Teams that will air at
8 PM February 22, 2009, followed by a program
on HRD Water Recovery that will air on March
22, 2009.
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Everyday-Life Socialization: Not just
for puppies — Part 2

How simple things can have a huge effect
By Edith Kreutner

Continued from the
December issue: What |
am getting at is that we
need to make sure that our
dogs have as broad a
spectrum of the world as
possible.

How can we achieve that?

A little excursion into psychology, emotions
and hormones

Research into stress has been extensive in the
past decades and the results help us understand
basic principles of behavior both in humans and
in dogs. (The neurological system of both is
amazingly similar in its structure.) Stress is a
reaction of brain and body to pressure from the
inside and the outside. The nerve center
coordinates brain and body function in
accordance with the endocrine system so that the
animal is adapted to the current situation without
wasting energy.

Under pressure, noradrenalin is produced in the
limbic system to improve the speed of transport
of nerve impulses. The entire body system goes
into 5" gear with blood sugar levels rising, a
higher rate of oxygen in the blood, etc. The body
gets ready for flight or defense.

Over stimulation and too little stimulation as

well as the feeling of insecurity and being lost

can trigger stress in dogs. Added to that is the
obvious source for stress which is pain. We
know from our own experiences that pain often
makes us less able to concentrate, more
aggressive, etc. Being in a constant state of

stress is harmful for body and soul and can
result in severe illness or temperament problems.

Over Stimulation

Over stimulation can have many facdscan be
triggered by the exposure to too many new and
frightening situations or by excessive and
extreme chasing games. The chase is part of the
canine survival traits, requires the body to be at
100% for a successful chase. All bodily
functions are used: The system activates its
glands; then noradrenalin, adrenalin and coritsol
are produced. All this is done for the sake of
survival.

The more often a dog is stressed to such a high
level that all these hormones are released, the
more likely it is to become chronically stressed.

It takes up to two days for an organism to reduce
the extra level of hormones to a healthy state
and, if more and more hormones are produced
during that period, the body

~X(

cannot cleanse itself anymore. e~ =
\ m

g g
A chronically stressed dog is ”m
the worst nightmare for SAR 6\
as these dogs are hard to b\@}
almost impossible to teach.
They cannot concentrate.
They overdo things and have a hard time
relaxing.
There is a major difference between a hyper dog
and a highly motivated dog! The first one is

useless for SAR work. The second is what we
are looking for.

Taking that into consideration, we have to aim
for the following:
When training our dogs, we should strive to
stimulate them so that they become used to
various triggers and see them as normal and
not stressful.
When we have encountered a highly
stressful situation such as a search mission
or, for younger dogs, a visit to the city or an



SAR Dog News, January 2009

extensive training, we need to make sure
that they are given enough time to calm
down.

| have already given hints to stress tolerance
and familiarization. Let me give you an
example: My old dog does not even blink
when | take him to the busy city center of my
hometown which is
very busy. Such a
trip does not qualify
as a stressful event for
him. For one of my
rescue dogs, however,
just walking into the
first blocks of houses
from the fields where
he feels safe is a major stressor.

Step by step introduction to new areas, means
of transport, people etc. is the name of the
game. When properly socialized, we can get
very stress resistant dogs that are flexible and
work well.

| would like to add here that our dogs need

constant stimuli. It is not enough to take your

new puppy to the airport/station/shopping

center when it is four months old and then once
again at twelve months of age. This is not
enough to have a dog that is calm and less
stressed. (But more about that later)

Under-stimulation

Dogs are pack animals and
need interaction and stimul
to be satisfied. A stud
conducted by the Swedis
psychologist Anders Hallgre
showed that problematid
behavior was highes
amongst the dogs that were forced to be inactive
the most

max. 18 h

18-20h

at least 20h

% & '( &# $
‘& %

© &%
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Activity in this sense does not mean that our
dogs have to have a constant action program, it
means that they need sufficient input and stimuli
do keep their brains and body active for several
hours a day. Gnawing on a big bone or sniffing
around in the garden counts as an activity, as

does a nice stroll in the park.

Since | have had the pleasure to train with
numerous groups in many countries, | have also
gotten to know how cultural differences can
improve and hinder dog training. It is interesting
to observe these differences and to try and
analyze the effects they have.

During my time in the United States, many

people smiled at me in bewilderment when 1 told

them that | walk my dog at least two hours a day
when there was no training on that day. Regular
exercise in that spectrum for dogs is the norm in
my home country and many other countries in
Europe.

Pet dog owners use parks and walkways to
exercise themselves and their dogs. They take
their dogs along to go shopping, go to restaurants
for dinner, get their kids from school. They take
them for bike rides, when they go inline skating
or hiking in the hills or mountains. | am very
much aware of the fact that dog owners have far
more rights, in terms of where to take their dogs,
in Europe compared to the States but | wanted to
bring that up to show the constant stimuli dogs
get here just by being walked a lot.
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- a small and loud hole in the ground (a
Let me take you on my regular evening walk: | railway underpass for walkers seen from a
have my dog on a leash for the dog’s point of view) is
first two miles as this takes us nothing to be afraid of
along a busy street with many when being at my side
trucks and cars going by. AlsqQ other people are part of
on the street are children, other everyday life and are best
dogs, cats and many different ignored

smells from everyday life. the smell of various things
Once I've reached the fields, is also a part of this world

my dog is given time to run off leash and spend and nothing to get hyper about

more time ‘reading the doggie newspaper’. - that there are people who smell very
different

The path winds along the railroad tracks and, . huge numbers of people are nothing special

after about another two miles, we cross the . 3 pusis as normal as a cookie for a job well

railroad tracks using an underpass. This tunnel done.

cab get very loud and menacing when a train

goes over at the same time. On the other Slde of Not on|y does regu|ar exercise imprOVe your
the tracks, we then walk along a river on a active dog's stamina, it also strengthens your bond and
path with other dogs, joggers, bikers, children in  makes that connection ready for what might
strollers and on tricycles. We move past shops confront it during a search. The broader your
that smell of bread, sausages, coffee, tea, flowers dog’s horizon and the more secure the canine
and hair spray. feels working with you in different surroundings

_ _ and circumstances, the easier it will be for the
We often walk to the Cltly centerhand, In summer,  dog to work up to its full capacity, not distracted

| love to have ice cream by avoidable things.

P at the parlor and then
/—r either walk back or take  Try to show the world to your dog. Take it along
[ @ the local bus. If we wherever possible and let it explore. Whatever

walk, we first go along you do, now,
the inner city streets tomorrow, any day,
with tourists from all influences your
cultures chit chatting relationship  with
and taking pictures. your dog. The more
you do with your
dog, the better you
get to know each
other and the better
you will become as
a team.

You might ask now, “Why is she telling us about
a boring walk with her dog?” Because it is not
boring and is full of stimuli for a dog.

| already depicted the walk from a dog’s point of
view. This regular walk again showed him that

lots of cars, trucks and loud noises are not Edith Kreutner is a Fulbright Lecturer at Center Austria, a division
of the University of Louisiana. Edith became involved in K-9 SAR

dangerous ten years ago with her now retired Labrador mix, Arco. The team

there are times when he has to walk nice|y was qualified for disaster and area search. During her work and
. ‘pee school related travels Arco and Edith met handlers from many

on a _IeaSh V\.”thOUt. Snlfflng fore\{er bUt .that countries and shared their dog training and SAR experiences.

he will be given time to relax in sniffing

heaven later

loud noises are not dangerous
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AREA, AVALANCHE AND
BACK TRACKING
STANDARDS ARE NOW ON
THE NSDA WEBSITE

Shadow is one of many puppies and young dogs
available for adoption from the German
Shepherd Rescue of Orange County, California!

German Shepherd
Rescue of Orange
County (GSROC)
requires adoptive
families to be in
California and
requests home visits
and veterinary

references. The group
has a strong history of

having incredible
dogs for adoption -
even ones  with

advanced training and

impressive bloodlines.
The rescue is happy to offer qualified SAR
handlers a discount on the adoption fees! Sorry,
no medical reimbursement for hip x-rays or
special medical evaluations. Special dog
evaluations based on NSDA K-9 selection
criteria is offered upon request. GSROC is
willing to notify approved adoptive SAR
handlers of possible SAR K-9s based on
specified criteria. Foster families, donations and
local and long-distance volunteers welcome!
See www.gsroc.org for an adoption application.

Editor's Note: Read “Winter Searches” about
Ace to see how rescued dogs can work in SAR.

TRAINING

February 27, 28 and March 1, 2009:Mark
Holmes Tracking/Trailing Seminar - Fund-raiser
for Gloria and Denis Howard, Route 66 State Park,
St. Louis, MO. For more details contact Jan L.
Meyer (an.l.meyer@usbank.cgnor Kathy Roeder
(kathleen.roeder@sial.com

February 28 & March 1, 2009: K911:Emergency
Life Support for the Search and Rescue Dog,

Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MIl. For more details
seewww.wmrd.net/k911

April 1-5 2009: Arkansas's 3rd Annual SAR
Working Dog Seminar, Camp Robinson Wildlife
Demonstration Area (near Conway Arkansas). Fg
more information Contact Kathy Zasimovich at 50
912 2876 or P.O. Box 564 Lonoke, Arkansas 72086.
Email addresses to contact Kathy:
Kathleen.zasimovich@adem.arkansas.gov
kzasimovich@cebridge.neto towww.sdaoar.com
for registration and to look at the confirmatiottée
which contains the agenda.

==

By Pat Totillo

There was a Board Meeting on December 18,
2008. | have nothing to report for that meeting

since | was absent due to a serious illness in my
family.

The Board Meeting was called to order on
January 8, 2009 at 8:00 pm. Present were:
Region 1: Norma Snelling, Terry Crooks,
Cameron Daggett, Cris Goodhue

Region 2: Dee Wild, Jan Meyer, Sue Wolff
Region 3: Sherry Scruggs

Absent: Region 3: Jacob Weaver

Board meetings are scheduled every other
Thursday (unless it is a holiday). Norma
Snelling requested that this information be
posted in the newsletter. The membership needs
to be aware of when the meetings take place.
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The membership also needs to be reminded to
get their proxy votes in regarding the changes in
the By-laws.

Terry Crooks reported that the Avalanche
Program is good to go! In March, Terry and
Cam will go to Alaska to do an evaluator
workshop and certifications. The Education
Committee is working feverishly to complete the
written test in time.

Cam Dagagett reported the he is in the process of
computerizing the financial records using Quick

Books. Currently NSDA funds are in an interest

bearing checking account. It was decided to

leave funds there until the CD and money market
interest rates start to rise.

Dee Wild reported the draft for the HRD
standards are being put into documentation
format. Hopefully, it will be completed and sent
to the Board in two weeks. Dee requested the
mentor program be included in the newsletter
again.

Sue Wolff reported that the Web page has been
updated. | would encourage everyone to take a
look at it. Information regarding the standards,
newsletter and contact information is readily
accessible.

Plans for the March, in person board meeting,
were discussed. Comparison pricing is being
done between Phoenix or Dallas. It seems either
of these two cities will be the most economical.

A suggestion was made that NSDA have

designated test sites around the country. In order
to achieve this, the test site requirements will be
formalized and posted in the newsletter. If you

have a great site which meets the requirements,
let the Board know.

The Board went into a closed session at 9:15
p.m. Till next time......

As NSDA prepares for its first avalanche test in
Juneau, Alaska, it is fitting that we all learn

about avalanches. This is especially true for
those who do not live in an avalanche area but
may visit one on vacation or to ski.

What is an avalanche?

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary defines an
avalanche as a mass of snow and ice in swift
motion down a mountainside. Wikipedia
describes an avalanche as an abrupt and rapid
flow of snow, often mixed with air and water,
down a mountainside.

Avalanches come in all sizesSmallavalanches
can fracture the snow less than 30 centimeters
deep, be 20-30 meters wide and travel at 50
km/hour. Mediumavalanches may fracture 1-2
meters deep, have a width of 100 - 500 meters
and travel at 100 km/houl.arge avalanches can

be 2-3 meters deep, or deeper, have a width of
1000 meters or more, and travel at speeds of over
150 km/hour.

There are two basic types of avalanches: loose
snow and slab. Both can release in dry snow,
damp snow, or wet snow.
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thawing. Loose snow avalanches are someti
called point releases because the avala
starts at a point and spreads out into a trianglg
it slides down the mountainside.

Loose snow avalanches tend to be small in size
and seldom cause injury. However, the
consequences of even a small loose snow
avalanche can be very serious or even fatal if a
person is swept into a terrain trap.

Slab avalanches occur when layers of snow have
bonded into a solid slab. The slab can stay in
place until the downhill stress exceeds the
snow’s strength.

The downhill stress is caused by gravity steadily
pulling on the snow but this stress can be
increased by the added weight of new or wind-
blown snow or the weight of a person. When the
slab fractures, cracks shoot out through the slab
and the snow breaks loose from its anchors at the
top, sides and bottom.

The slab can be very soft (excellent powder
skiing) or very hard, like a wooden floor. Slab
avalanches are the most dangerous for people
and property because they can move large
amounts of snow at high speed.

The risk of avalanche increases during major
snowstorms and periods of thaw. The greater the
snowfall, the greater the stress, the greater the
danger. The faster the snow falls, the faster the

danger increases
Source: RECCO.com

Recent Avalanche Death

A 21-year-old skier, Randall Davis, was killed
during an avalanche at the Squaw Valley ski
resort on Christmas Day, 2008. Davis, an
experienced skier, had been skiing in heavily
wooded expert terrain about 11 a.m. Thursday
morning when he and a partner got separated.

When Davis' companion
summoned the resort's ski
patrol, they found a single
ski protruding from a fresh
avalanche field. Search dogs
and electronic  tracking
devices led the rescue team
to Davis who was found
dead under several feet of snow.

Source: The Associated Press
"H H BH

Avalanche is not the only cause for worry in the
winter months. Any collection of snow on the
ground can cause serious trouble, even death, to
those not equipped to handle this type of
weather. Following are several stories about
serious problems created by snow and cold
weather.

< >
Donna Molnar, a housewife from the city of
Hamilton, Ontario, left her home in the middle of
a blizzard to grocery shop. Searchers looked for
her in rural Ontario for three days without
success.

Ray Lau and his search-and-rescue dog Ace were
searching through the thick, ice-covered brush of
a farmer's field, not far from where Molnar's van
had been found a day earlier, when the Dutch
shepherd alerted.

"Then, oh, all of a sudden, Ace bolted off," said
Lau. "He stooped and looked down at the snow
and just barked, barked, barked. There she was,
there was Donna, her face was almost totally
covered except for one eye staring back at me!"
he said. "That was, 'Wow!"

Dressed in a leather coat, sweater, slacks and
winter boots, Molnar was carefully extracted

from a three foot-deep mound of snow that had
apparently helped to insulate her. Her body
temperature was 30° Celsius when she was
found.
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Then, rescuers got their second shock. "She was
lucid, and said, 'Wow. I've been here a long
time!" and then she apologized and said, 'l just
wanted to take a walk, I'm sorry to have caused
you any trouble,' " said Staff Sgt. Mark Cox of
the Hamilton Police Department.

She was rushed to a hospital and immediately
sedated to begin the agonizing steps of
hypothermia treatment. In addition to
hypothermia, Donna Molnar is being treated for
severe frostbite and her recovery will take
months.

"A while ago, Ace was rescued from a home
where he didn't belong and now he got to rescue
someone. | can't describe the magnitude of that,
what that means to me," Lau said.

As for Ace, he was promised a reward by the
Molnars: a T-bone steak. "He's definitely
getting his steak. I'm grocery shopping right

now," said David Molnar, Donna’s husband.
Source: CNN.com

A Personal Note: Kevin Deckert,
Journeyman Tracker, JHPTS, had these
comments to make regarding Donna Molnar’s
survival:

We may never know why she walked away frc
her vehicle. We may never now why she laid
down in the snowstorm.

We may never know what procured this
'miracle’ whether it was luck or some spiritual
force beyond simple humanity or perhaps the
voice of some long forgotten Inuit hunter calling
to her from cold northern places telling her to
lay down and be still and stay put!

It does tell us not to give up. We are searchers.

It tells us that all the charts and graphs and lost
person studies are mere guidelines not law.

It tells us the strength of the human spirit. It
reminds us that we look for those missing not for

n

our own glory or recognition but for the benefit
of others.

Each and every mission we undertake is unique.
Friends and families and total strangers pray for
our success in whatever spiritual way they
believe in.

Ancestors stand with us and encourage with
barely heard voices.

We go out in weather and situations in which
others would be in tremendous peril. Our
families pray for our own safe return.

The next time the phone rings or the pager
sounds, what will it bring you to do. Itis my
hope that, should the call come, then you have
all the skills and tools you need for success and
that you remember how important your life is to
those who love you.

"Time is a companion that goes with us on a journey.
It reminds us to cherish each moment, because it will
never come again. What we leave behind is not as
important as how we have lived. "

Jean-Luc Picard, Star Trek

<

>

In Idaho on Christmas Day 2008,
Robert Aragon and a friend,

driving Robert’s
daughter Sage, 11, and son Bear,
12, to see their mother. When he
3 turned the vehicle off the highway
onto a side road, it went into a snow
drift and they were stranded.

While the two men tried to free the vehicle,
Aragon sent his children on to their mother’s
house...a ten (10) mile trek in the snow. This
walk began at 9:00 a.m. but Blaine County SAR
was not called out to search until 7:00 p.m.

At 10:00 p.m., Blaine County Search and Rescue
found Bear alive in a bathroom at a rest area
about four miles from the car. He was wearing
only his long underwear. The boy had discarded
his jacket, pants and shoes because of
hypothermia-related delusion. He was taken to
St. Luke's Wood River Medical Center in
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Ketchum where he was treated and released.

Dr Heidi Woog and her black lab, Yaquina, of

Blaine County Search and Rescue, found the
girl's body Friday at 2:00 a.m. about 2 miles

from the vehicle. NSDA Treasurer Cam Daggett
was the other dog handler on this search.

Daggett commented that, “We could not have
found the 11 YOA [years
of age] girl that night
without the K-9 teams.
The snowmobile teams
had gone within 10 feet
of her and not
recognized her because of the snow drifts.”

She was taken to St. Luke's Wood River Medical
Center in Ketchum and pronounced dead.

Weather records from the National Weather
Service in Pocatello showed the temperature
around the area where the children were walking
to hover from the high teens to high 20s with
steady winds for most of Christmas Day. The
wind chill dipped below zero from 2 a.m. to 5
a.m. on Friday.

The father has been charged with second degree
murder for the death of his daughter. Robert
Aragon could receive up to ten years in prison.
Robert Quintana, the passenger in the vehicle
and reported to be the children’s uncle, has also
been charged with "2 degree murder. Both
Aragon and Quintana have also been charged
with felony injury to a child. The mother, JoLeta
M. Jenks, is also being looked at for possible

involvement.
Sources: USAtoday.com, Magicvalley.com, mtexpoess.

O<n December 31, at 0307 hours, Jerry V>Veidler
and members of CARDA were paged to Ed
Dorada County, California, to look for a missing
103 year old male walk away. Jerry told about
the search this way:At 0520 | arrived at the

comand post and was briefed by Deputy Matt
Kelly we came up with a plan and at 0650 | was
deployed with Apprentice Brandon Bond. At
approx 0710 Brandon and | arrived at the Point

Last Seen (PLS) and were able to interview the
daughter of the missing subject.

At approximately 0725, Brandon and | deployed
K-9 Ari and we were off and searching steep
brushy terrain. Continuously during our
searching, we were calling the subject’'s name in
hopes he would respond.

At approximately 0750 Ari started showing
interest. As Brandon and | stopped to watch the
dog, | yelled the subject’'s name one more
time. This time, the subject replied with a
moan which was hard to hear due to the
helicopter circling above. As Ari was making
his way towards the subject, | called out one
more time and again the subject was heard
moaning. Brandon and | looked at each other
and said "That's him". We began chasing Ari
down the steep terrain till we found Ari licking
the man'’s face.

Lesson to us all is we should never stop calling
out for the subject regardless of the situation.
This subject at 103 years old, was injured and
survived 22° weather over night curled up in a
ditch.

We were able to c-spine and package the subject
with the help of approx 14 searchers and get him

to an ambulance and off to the hospital. It was a

team effort on everybody’s part and a great way

to end the year.

ATm Gilbreath was reported missing ;fter
suddenly leaving her home in the

Kayenta development in Ivins,

Utah, on Thursday, January 1.

Her brother, Mark Gilbreath, cited

mental illness as the cause of her
disappearance.

On Friday, a coat and scarf

believed to belong to Gilbreath

were found along with a set of

footprints leading up the

mountain. Since then there have

been no solid clues for rescue workers to follow.
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Snowfall hit the Red Mountain area Monday
afternoon, with officials halting the search effort
at approximately 3 p.m. to ensure the safety of
teams searching the mountain for any signs of
Gilbreath. Officials did not want to put searchers
in jeopardy. Rescue workers were returned from
the mountaintop by helicopter.

NSDA webmaster Mike Thomas and K-9 Marko
debarking from helicopter on the Gilbreath search.

The chances of Gilbreath's survival are becoming
increasingly unlikely, as cold temperatures and
hazardous terrain are prevalent through the high
elevations on top of the Red Mountain, said Lt.

Cory Pulsipher of the Washington County

Sheriff's Department. The initial rescue effort

has transitioned into a recovery mission.

Captain Scott Dutton of Washington County

Search and Rescue said the snowfall could pose
another obstacle for rescue workers if the search
resumes, blanketing footprints or other possible

clues.
Source: thespectrum.com

e ———

At the end of the day, a police officer parked his
patrol car in front of the station. As he gathered
his equipment, his K-9 partner, Jake, was
barking. A little boy was standing at the curb
staring at the officer. “Is that a dog you gotloac
there?” he asked. “It sure is,” the officer reglie
Puzzled, the boy looked at him and then towards
the back of the cruiser. Finally he said, “What'd
he do?”
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Steven L. Smith has been missing since
December 6 and is believed to be a victim of foul
play. For two days, volunteers and law
enforcement searched the flooded Wabash River
in Lafayette, Indiana, for Smith’s body.

On Monday, December 29, 2008, Indiana State
Police helicopters searched the Wabash River
down to the Attica and Covington areas.

On Tuesday, December 30, 2008, more boats
and specially trained water human remains
detection dogs were brought in. A total of five

boats and five dogs checked the river from
Tapawingo Park to near Granville Bridge and the
Fort Ouiatenon area.

photo by Michael Heinz/Journal Courier
Donna Randolph and K-9 Zuma assisting with the
search for the body of Steven Smith.

Due to river conditions, the search has been
suspended until circumstances improve.
Investigators believe Smith and another man,
who has been arrested on suspicion of Smith’s
murder, got into a fight on December 6,
eventually ending up on the railroad bridge over
the Wabash River. They suspect Smith was
struck with a padlock attached to a rope and

knocked into the water.
Source: journalandcourier.com
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By Dana Kirsch Ray

Opinions expressed in this column are those of
the author and not necessarily those of the
National Search Dog AllianceQuestions for this
column can be sent to traininggquestions@n-sda.org
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If 1 had hand crafted a first search for my new

puppy, | could not have done it better. He knew
the moment the pager went off that this was not
training. Everything about my behavior and my

responses was different from anything he's ever
seen me do before.

Right off, we rode in to staging in a car with
another dog team, something we'd never done.
On scene, there was a huge communications van
and several police cars with lights flashing.
Everyone was standing around the Plans table
looking at maps and discussing strategy. In
training we don't act this way and we don't get
nearly this kind of turnout.

| tied my dog to a nearby post during the initial
briefing and noticed he was shaking with
anticipation. He was observing all the people in
uniforms, listening to the radio traffic and
quivering because this was unlike any experience
he'd ever had.

There were four other search dogs responding so
it was easy to ask Plans for the lowest POA area
as my assignment. | wanted this to be a good
experience for my dog, for him to get out, stretch
his legs and scour the hillside. It was also a
perfect setup for this dog-friendly dog. The
moment he tried to approach any of the veteran
dogs while they were searching, they gave him
the cold shoulder. "Get back to work" was the
message.

My dog worked really well. He ranged a
comfortable distance, took direction from me,
and showed commitment to the hunt for scent.
At one point he ran into a kid walking down the
path with a basket ball (his favorite) and | had to
call him off. It went smoothly, he returned to his
searching without balking. As night fell, we
were called out of the field before his endurance
was tested and before he got tired, bored, or
started to lose focus.

Overall it was a great experience. | know we all
try to train like an actual incident but there heal
is no substitute for getting out there and getting
your dog used to actually doing the real thing!

This is the point where the dog starts to learn.
When it really counts.
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Name:
Address:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Team Affiliation:

Type of environments in which you typically workhéck all that are relevant):

__Heavy woods __Mountains ___Light woods
__Cold waterways ___Warm waterways __Flatlands
__Urban/Streets __Rural/woods/fields __Desert
__Buildings

Disciplines(check all that are relevant):

__Area __Tracking/Trailing __HRD
__Water __Disaster __Avalanche

Number of years in Canine Search and Rescue:

Capacity as a handler:
How long have you been certified to respond tb @matis?
How many call outs have you responded to?
Serve as instructor on your current team? Yes No
If yes, how many years have you served in thimaciy?
Serve as a coordinator for a national organizattesting program? Yes No
If yes, what organization and disciplines do goordinate?

Serve as an instructor at canine seminars? Yes No
If yes, at how many seminars have you instructed?
What disciplines have you instructed?

Are you breed specific? Yes No
If yes, what breed?

What other canine related activities have you beeolved in and for how long? (Explain)

In what areas do you feel you are most qualifieddip assist other teams/handlers? (Explain)
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Name:
Address:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Team Affiliation:

How long has team been in existence?

How many certified handlers/canines (ready to reddo call outs) do you currently have?

If your team does not have any certified handlarsfees, how long before you anticipate having entea

certified?
How many searches does your team do in a giverPyear

Type of environments you typically work in (chedkthat are relevant):

___Heavy woods __Mountains

__Cold waterways ___Hot waterways
__Urban/Streets __Rural/woods/fields
__Buildings

What areas are you most interested in having assistfrom a Mentor?

__Area __Tracking/Trailing
__Water __Disaster

__Organizing new team __Training tips/information
__Search input __Other (Explain)

__Light woods
__Flatlands
__Desert

__HRD
__Avalanche

Are there any specific issues your team is curydatting that you need assistance?
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Name:
Address:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Team Affiliation (if any):

How long have you been in search and rescue?
What breed of dog do you work? Its age: Male Female_ Neutered
How many searches (if any) have you done?

Type of environments you typically work in (chedkthat are relevant):

___Heavy woods __Mountains __Light woods

___Cold waterways ___Hot waterways __Flatlands

__Urban/Streets __Rural/woods/fields __Desert
Buildings

What areas are you most interested in having assistfrom a Mentor?
__Area __Tracking/Trailing __HRD
__Water __Disaster __Avalanche

Are there any other areas you are interested givieg assistance?



