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Bucky Says:  
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                       but me! 
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 NEW MEMBERS OF THE NSDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Region 1  
Norma Snelling - Washington 

Norma was Training Officer, 
Secretary and President for 
the California Rescue Dog 

Association. Since 1990 she 
has been a member of six 
search teams in two states. 
She became an Evaluator for 

NASAR, Western States Field 
Projects Coordinator-K-9 
Division, K-9 Testing 

Coordinator for HRD and 
joined the NASAR Board in 2007. 

She helped found NSDA and over eight years has 
served as Treasurer, Vice President, President and 

newsletter editor. As V.P. she oversaw committees 
for the writing of our first five NSDA national 
standards. 

Norma has worked on county, state and FBI 

searches. She has evaluated search dog teams 
from Alabama to Alaska and Hawaii for two 
agencies and has taught various seminars. She has 

certified her dogs in Wilderness, Water HRD, Land 
HRD, Evidence and Trailing. 

Besides 18 years as a volunteer Sheriffôs deputy, 
Norma oversaw 40 acres of grapes, a 135 acre 
cattle ranch and rental properties.  

Region 2  
Roy Pescador - Montana 

 
Roy is currently a member of Ravalli County SAR.  

Currently, he holds certifications with NSDA and 
NASAR along with his EMT.  Friday the 13th, his 
current K-9 partner, is a six year old Border Collie  

 
 
and certified in multiple disciplines.  Roy has been a 

training officer in multiple organizations and has   
developed programs for quality assurance and 
improvement.  He has been mentoring K-9 teams 

in developing into a robust and well -rounded asset 
in several states and Canada.  
  

Roy has been an electron microscopist for nearly 
20 years, managing laboratories on multiple 
occasions and has been published numerous times 

in peer-reviewed scientific journals.  He has been 
an instructor and evaluator in all levels of education 
and has worked for various non-profit organizations 

and is currently 
the VP of an 

asbestos 

nonprofit . 

 
Member at 

Large  
Sherry Scruggs 
- Georgia 
 

Sherry has worked SAR canines since 1994.  She 
has certified dogs in Area, HRD Land and Water 

HRD.  She has worked with local law enforcement 
as well as the FBI in several states including her 
native Florida.  Sherry is a Principal Evaluator for 

NSDA in Land and Water Human Remains 
Detection as well as Gun Source Residue.  

Sherry earned a Bachelorôs Degree in Animal 

Science from the University of Florida in 1978.  She 
worked for the University of Florida for 34.5 years 
and retired in June of 2013.  She devoted most of 

her career to large and small animal surgery at the 
University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine.  
During the last fourteen years she held the position 

of "Coordinator Research Program Services" which 
tasked her with the management of many animal 
research facilities located on the UF campus.  

Sherry is a past Vice-President, Treasurer and 
Secretary of the Alliance. 

  

http://www.n-sda.org/bios/NormaSnelling.php
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CORRECTION 
In the list of Evaluators in last monthôs 
newsletter, Kim Veldheerôs e-mail address was 
incorrect.  The correct one is below.  

 
kimveldheer@gmail.com  

 
 

 NEW NSDA OFFICERS  
 

PRESIDENT   Norma Snelling  

VICE-PRESIDENT  Susan Fleming  

SECRETARY   Sue Wolff 

TREASURER          HeatherProperVanValkenberg
  

2017 Board Meeting Dates 
July 6 

Contact Secretary, Sue Wolff, at  
swolff@n-sda.org for the call in number  

for the meeting 

 

 

LOOKING FOR A TEST?  
SEMINAR?  

 
On the NSDA website (n-sda.org) is a listing of 

NSDA Evaluators, the disciplines for which they 
can evaluate and their contact information.   
Should you need a test, please contact one of 

these Evaluators.  
 
Check the last pages of this newsletter to see a 

list of upcoming tests and seminars. 
 

For information on applying for grants to cover 
fees for the testing or to inquire abo ut having 
Evaluators come to you, please contact Karen 

Nesbitt Testing Chair at KarenLX@aol.com 
 
 

 

HRD Log Books  
 

SUMMER HRD TRAINING HAS STARTED  
BETTER RECORD IT !  

 

Weather   Set up - Placement 
Source    Environment 
Problem length   Trained 

response? 
 

100 page book  $5.00         200 page book $9.00 
 
For Information Contact: nsnelling@n-sda.org 
 
For purchases by check only, made to NSDA.  
Send to :  

Norma Snelling, P.O. Box 3100, Sequim, WA 98382 
 
 
 

Did you know:   

Puppies are not only born without 

teeth and eyesight but theyõre also 

deaf. 

 
 

mailto:kimveldheer@gmail.com
mailto:swolff@n-sda.org
mailto:nsnelling@n-sda.org


  

SAR DOG NEWS     June 2017                                                                  Page 4 

 

2017  

 

Piglet ð Search and Rescue 
Charity Partner:  National Search Dog Alliance 

Location: Lancaster, California 

 

ñPigletò is a 6 year old Louisiana Catahoula 
Leopard Dog. Rigorously trained and certified 

to find human remains on land and in water, 
Piglet and handler Lori Wells, are dedicated 
Volunteers serving many communities. Theyôre 

frequently called to assist local Law 
Enforcement in their search for the missing. 

Lori and Piglet commit 100ôs of hours annually 
to training and testing. This ensures theyôre 
always ready when called to search. Piglet has 

built a reputation with LE throughout 
California, Nevada, Arizona and Utah. Not only 
for her unswerving work ethic and talented 

nose, but also for her infectious ñsmileò. She 
makes friends at PR events and fundraisers. 
Everyone wants to ñKiss the Pigò. But, itôs out 

in the field where sheôs most effective, an 
unparalleled search resource and comfort to 
the families sheôs helping. An example was on 

a mission where she deployed in a remote 
wilderness area to find a missing father/ 
husband.After long hours in the field, Piglet 

found the subject who, sadly, was deceased. 
Though this is not the outcome wished for on 
any search, Pigletôs diligence and tenacity in 

making the find allowed the wife & 9 kids the 
answers needed to move forward. She did the  
 

same on a lake. Piglet was called and we 

deployed on day 8 of the search and located 
the subject. Like her smile, Piglet doesnôt fade 

or give up!  

Bookmark herodogawards.org/vote  to 
keep voting easily, and continue to vote 
once each day! 

 

NSDA PODCASTS 

You can listen (and subscribe) to the Search 
Dog PODCAST through iTunes and also find 
the PODCAST on Podbean at 

www.saroc.podbean.com.   
 
Please send questions, feedback and 

suggestions to podcast@n-sda.org 
 
And the PODCASTS stay up indefinitely.  

Stay tuned. 

Eva Briggs 

 
WASHINGTON  
Jessica Olsen & K-9 Kinley 

AVALANCHE 
 

 
 

http://herodogawards.org/finalists/by-year/2017/
http://www.n-sda.org/
http://site.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=VbrXpvPBeNMH1IynP-s00g
http://www.saroc.podbean.com/
mailto:podcast@n-sda.org
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GEORGIA 

Water HRD 

Dawn Welch & K-9 Bella 

 

 
 

 
GEORGIA  

Water HRD 

Dick Curtis & K-9 Bethany 

 

 
ARKANSAS 

Trailing III  

Vynn Stuart & K-9 Gordi 

 

 
 

GEORGIA 

Water HRD 

Pam Nyberg & K-9 Jazz 
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Is My Dog Drinking 
Enough Water? 

As the warmer weather sets in, it 
is important that search and 

rescue dogs ingest water when 
training or on a test.  Handlers 
should be aware of their dogôs 

liquid intake. 

The average amount of water for 

a dog to drink each day is 
roughly one (1) cup per ten (10) 
pounds of body weight.   Young 

puppies require more due to 
their higher metabolism and growth rate  and 
dogs with certain illnesses (or those that are 

very active such as SAR dogs) may also require 
more water each day.  

Dogs that donôt consume enough water, 
especially at training or on a search, can 
become dehydrated.  To check for proper 

hydration in your dog, run your finger over 
their gums.  Dogs with normal hydrati on 

typically have adequate saliva in their mouths 
so your finger should slide easily over their 
gums.  In severely dehydrated dogs, the gums 

can feel dry or ñtackyò to the touch.  Your 
veterinarian has other ways to check your 
dog's hydration status, so if  you have any 

concerns, contact your vet to schedule an 
examination.  

If your veterinarian feels your dog needs to 
drink more, there are several ways to 
accomplish this.  One option is to feed either a 

strictly canned diet or to add canned food to 
dry kibble.  Your veterinarian can help you 
figure out the right proportions of canned food 

for your dog.  

If canned food isnôt an option, dry kibble can 

be soaked in water or other liquids such as 
tuna juice or low -sodium chicken or beef broth.  
These options can also be added to your dogôs 

water dish to encourage her to drink more 
water but youôll need to change the water 
several times per day to maintain freshness. If 

you choose this option, offer a plain bowl of 

water for dogs who don't like the taste of the 
broth or tuna juice. If you notice your dog 
avoiding the water, discontinue the additives.  

Some dogs can be 
encouraged to drink more 

by adding ice cubes to 
the water dish.   Various 
handlers on a search will 

give their dogs ice cubes 
in lieu of water.  Other s 
say that frozen water 

given to a hot, panting 
dog can be detrimental to 
their health.  This is 

something that each 
handler needs to decide for themselves along 
with advice from their veterinarian.  

If it seems like your dog is drinking more than 
normal, it is important that her access to water 

is not restricted without consulting your 
veterinarian first.  Some dogs may drink more 
because of underlying diseases and restricting 

water could worsen their condition.  

If you want to  know how much your dog 

drinks, start the morning by measuring how 
much water you place in your dogôs water dish.  
Allow free access to the water all day  and, if 

the dog empties the bowl, refill it (but measure 
how much water you added).   At the end of 

the day, measure the amount remaining in the 
dish.   

Do this over several days or a week to obtain 

an average of how much water your dog 
drinks.  If there are several dogs in your 

household, you may need to isolate this dog 
from the others f or a few days so she is the 
only one drinking from the bowl.  Remember 

to restrict access to "other" water sources your 
dog may find, like the toilet or the pond.    

Once you know how much your dog is 
drinking, your veterinarian can determine 
whether the amount is sufficient or excessive 

or if additional supplementation is required.  

Source:  vetstreet.com 
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Forbidding Forecast For Lyme 

Disease In The Northeast  

Last summer Felicia Keesing returned from a 

long trip and found that her home in upstate 
New York had been subjected to an invasion.  

"There was evidence of mice everywhere. They 
had completely taken over," says Keesing, an 
ecologist at Bard College.  It was a plague of 

mice. And it had landed right in Keesing's 
kitchen. 

"Not only were there mouse droppings on our 
countertops, but we also found dead mice on 

the kitchen floor," says Keesing's husband, 
Rick Ostfeld, an ecologist at the Cary Institute 
of Ecosystem Studies in Millbrook, N.Y. 

The Hudson River Valley experienced a mouse 

plague during the summer of 2016. The critters 
were everywhere. For most people, it was just 
a nuisance. But for Keesing and Ostfeld, the 

mouse plague signaled something foreboding. 

"We're anticipating 2017 to be a particularly 
risky year for Lyme," Ostfeld says.  Keesing 

and Ostfeld, who have studied Lyme for more 
than 20 years, have come up with an early 
warning system for the disease. They can 

predict how many cases there will be a year in 
advance by looking at one key measurement: 
Count the mice the year before.  The number 

of critters scampering around the forest in the 
summer correlates to the Lyme cases the 
following summer, they've reported. 

The explanation is simple: Mice are highly 

efficient transmitters of Lyme. They infect up 
to 95 percent of ticks that feed on them. Mice 
are responsible for infecting the majority of 

ticks carrying Lyme in the Northeast. And ticks 
love mice. "An individual mouse might have 50, 
60, even 100 ticks covering its ears and face," 

Ostfeld says. 

So that mouse plague last year means there is 
going to be a Lyme plague this year. "Yep. I'm 

sorry to say that's the scenario we're 

expecting," Ostfeld says. 

 

Mice and ticks get along swimmingly.  Other 
animals, such as possums, groom away ticks ð 

and sometimes kill them. But white-footed 
mice tolerate ticks covering their faces and 
ears. Blacklegged ticks, like the adult female 

on the right, are tiny ð about the size of a 
sesame seed. 

He's not exactly sure which parts of the 
Northeast will be at highest risk.   But wherever 

Lyme exists, people should be vigilant, says 
epidemiologist Kiersten Kugeler at the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention.  "Whether 
it's a bad season or not, there's stil l going to 
be a lot of human cases of tick-borne 

diseases," she says. "What's important for 
people to know is that the ticks are spreading 
to new areas ð and tick-borne diseases are 

coming with them."  

Back in the early '80s, the disease wasn't that 
big a problem. Cases were confined to two 
small regions: western Wisconsin and the area 

from Connecticut to New Jersey.  

Now Lyme is present in more than 260 
counties, the CDC reported in 2015.  The 
disease shows up in Maine, swoops down the 

East Coast into Washington, D.C., and 
southern Virginia.  Then it hops to the Midwest 

into northern Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. There are also small pockets of 
Lyme on the West Coast.  

http://www.feliciakeesing.com/
http://www.caryinstitute.org/sites/default/files/public/reprints/Schauber_et_al_2005_Ecol_Appl_15_575-586.pdf
http://directory.psc.gov/hhsdir/eeKey.asp?Key=3650
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The number of confirmed and probable Lyme 
disease cases in the U.S. more than doubled 
from 2001 to 2015. In 2015, 95 percent of 

confirmed cases were reported in the 14 states 
labeled below. 

2001 

 

2015 

 

Notes  

Because data are reported on the county level, 

the CDC randomly placed a dot within the 

county of residence for each case. 

            Credit: Map: CDC. Annotation: Katie Park/NPR 

Since the early '90s, reported cases of Lyme 
disease have tripled, to about 30,000 cases 

each year. The CDC thinks the actual number 
is 10 times higher.  "We think the true burden 
of Lyme disease in the U.S. is about 300,000 

cases," Kugeler says. "Lyme disease is quite a 
big public health problem."  

The reasons for this Lyme explosion are many, 

Ostfeld says.  The surge in deer ð which feed 
ticks and spread them around ð has been a 
factor.  But Ostfeld has found another reason, 

something that happened more than 200 years 
ago. 

Today the Hudson River Valley in upstate New 
York is gorgeous. The hills are covered with 

oak forests, and the valleys are patchworks of 
hayfields and farms.  But Ostfeld says the area 
didn't always look like this. When the 

Europeans came here hundreds of years ago 
they clear-cut nearly all of the forests to plant 
crops and raise livestock.  "They also cut down 

trees for commercial use," Ostfeld says, "to 
make masts for ships, and for firewood.  Since 
then a lot of the forest has come back ð but 

it's not the same forest as before, he says. 
Today it's all broken up into little pieces, with 

roads, farms and housing developments. 

For mice, this has been great news.  "They 
tend to thrive in these degraded, fragmented 
landscapes," Ostfeld says, because their 

predators need big forests to survive. 

Without as many foxes, hawks and owls to eat 
them, mice crank out babies. And we end up 
with forests packed with mice ð mice that are 

chronically infected with Lyme and covered 
with ticks.  

So all these little patches of forest dotting the 
Northeast have basically turned into Lyme 

factories, spilling over with infected ticks.   

And that means people, in some areas, may be 
putting themselves at risk for Lyme every 
single day without even knowing it, says the 

CDC's Kiersten Kugeler.  "In the Northeast, 
most people catch Lyme around their homes," 

she says. "People out gardening.  People   

https://www.cdc.gov/lyme/stats/
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playing in their backyard. Mowing the lawn."  

So what can you do to keep from getting 
infected?  Add a tick check to your daily 

routine, Kugeler says.  When you're in the 
shower, check your body for tiny ticks, 
especially in the places they like to hide.  

"That's the scalp, behind the ears, the armpits 
and in the groin area," she says. 
If you do find a tick, get it off as quickly as 

possible.  The longer an infected tick stays on 
your skin, the greater the chance it will pass 
the Lyme bacteria on to you.  Generally, it 

takes about 24 hours for the tick to infect a 
person after it starts biting.  

Then be on the lookout for Lyme symptoms ð 
like a red rash or a fever.  It anything crops 

up, go see a doctor immediately.  Don't wait: 
The earlier you get treated, the better chance 
you'll have for a full recovery.  

 npr  KNKX Public Radio       March 6, 2017 
 Michaeleen Doucleff and Jane Greenhalg 

 

 

DOG FOOD RECALL 

RESOURCES 
 

As dog food recall notices are becoming more 

prevalent, it is necessary for K-9 handlers to 

have resources for checking the validity of 

these announcements.  Below are three 

general websites with reliable information for 

the dog handler.  Individual brandôs websites 

can also be checked for recalls. 

 

www.fda.gov/animalVeterinary/SafetyHealth/re

callsWithdrawals/default.htm 

www.avma.org/News/Issues/recalls-

alerts/Pages/pet-food-safety-recalls-alerts.aspx 

        OR 

www.dogfoodadvisor.com/dog-food-recalls 

 

POWASSAN VIRUS 
Worse than Lyme?  

 
Experts warn that a more serious tick-borne 

disease may be emerging.  Powassan virus, 
which is a far rarer and more deadly pathogen 
than the bacterium that produces Lyme, is also 

transmitted by the deer tick.  The virus can 
cause inflammation in the brain, which leads to 
death or permanent disability in 60%  of cases.  

Currently 75 instances of severe disease have 
been reported to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.  ñThe bottom line is 

that we should be very scared of it because 
nobody is safe from it,ò said Dr. Jennifer Lyons, 

chief of the division of neurological and 
inflammatory diseases at the Brigham and 
Womenôs Hospital and an assistant professor of 

neurology at the Harvard Medical School. ñAnd 
it could be that it is emerging and will explode 
over the next few years.ò  

 

Especially concerning is that the virus can be 

transmitted from the tick in as little as fifteen 

(15) minutes.  In comparison, the Lyme 

bacterium needs 24 hours to pass from a tick 

to a human.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKQhSKiACx4
http://www.fda.gov/animalVeterinary/SafetyHealth/recallsWithdrawals/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/animalVeterinary/SafetyHealth/recallsWithdrawals/default.htm
http://www.avma.org/News/Issues/recalls-alerts/Pages/pet-food-safety-recalls-alerts.aspx
http://www.avma.org/News/Issues/recalls-alerts/Pages/pet-food-safety-recalls-alerts.aspx
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com/dog-food-recalls

