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Board Meeting Dates 
January 5, 2017 
February 2, 2017 

Contact Secretary, Jen Skeldon at  

jskeldon@n-sda.org for the call in number for the meetings 

Bucky Says:  
 

What market should a dog avoid? 
 
     A Flea Market 

 
 

NOTICE 
 
Due to lack of assistance, the SAR DOG NEWS will 

be changing to bi-monthly publications.  Your 
next newsletter will be for the months of 
January/February. 

    Editor 
  

mailto:jskeldon@n-sda.org
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NSDA BOD APPLICATIONS OPEN 
 

Between January 1st and March 1st, any 

individual voting member may contact  the 
Nominating Committee Chair Julie Gibson at 
jagibson64@gmail.com to request to receive an 

application.  All candidates must be a member of 
NSDA for one (1) year prior to filing to run for 
office in order to be  placed on the ballot for that 

yearôs election. 

Holiday shopping is easy with 

Amazon's Holiday Gift Guides. 

#StartWithaSmile at 

smile.amazon.com for your holiday 

gifts and Amazon donates to 

National Search Dog Alliance.  

 

 

Gift Guide Link: 

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=%2Fgp%2Fbrowse.html%3Fnode%3D1274539

4011&ein=41-2237542 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

mailto:jagibson64@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2B2UK8YKKTM09&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Forig%3D%252Fgp%252Fbrowse.html%253Fnode%253D12745394011%26ein%3D41-2237542%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_218150290&A=IZFWHJ0OSARXFL5S0YG0BZ5BPHIA&H=FLQZBNYPGQWO7ER2YX4IMITEJUYA&ref_=pe_732550_218150290
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2B2UK8YKKTM09&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Forig%3D%252Fgp%252Fbrowse.html%253Fnode%253D12745394011%26ein%3D41-2237542%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_218150290&A=IZFWHJ0OSARXFL5S0YG0BZ5BPHIA&H=FLQZBNYPGQWO7ER2YX4IMITEJUYA&ref_=pe_732550_218150290
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2B2UK8YKKTM09&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Forig%3D%252Fgp%252Fbrowse.html%253Fnode%253D12745394011%26ein%3D41-2237542%26ref_%3Dpe_732550_218150290&A=IZFWHJ0OSARXFL5S0YG0BZ5BPHIA&H=FLQZBNYPGQWO7ER2YX4IMITEJUYA&ref_=pe_732550_218150290
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=2B2UK8YKKTM09&T=C&U=http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=/gp/browse.html?node=12745394011&ein=41-2237542&ref_=pe_732550_218150290&A=IZFWHJ0OSARXFL5S0YG0BZ5BPHIA&H=FLQZBNYPGQWO7ER2YX4IMITEJUYA&ref_=pe_732550_218150290
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Testing, Training Seminars & Conferences  
Reach over 1,360 SAR K-9 handlers.    List your Tests, Training  seminars and conferences  

in the SAR Dog News 
    Contact Norma Snelling at :   snelling@olypen.com 
 
 

2017 

Date 
Tests Location Contact Email/Phone 

April 21-23 

 

To be announced 

 

Florida 

 

Luis Vega 

 

SARunit@boondocksk9.org 

 

Oct. 1 - 6 

 

Air Scent, Trailing, HRD & Water 

Recovery   

Cuyahoga Falls, 

Ohio  
CSAR www.CSAR.org  

 
 

2017 
Date 

Seminars Location Contact Email/Phone 

Jan 12- 

15 

 

HRD Scent Theory ï Scenario workshop 

Hands on and classroom. Beginning to 
advanced.  Swap N Shop SAR items.  
Presentation by a vet.  First 10 handlers. 

 

Texarkana, AR 

 

Vynn Stuart 

 

TONKALR16@yahoo.com 
 

 

For more Evaluator information contact Heather at:     vankuturidgebacks@gmail.com 

For more Testing information, contact Rena at:            davefe@cableone.net 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

NSDA CERTIFICATIONS  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

MISSOURI  
Brad Dede and K-9 Clipper 

Land HRD 
 
 

 
  

mailto:snelling@olypen.com
mailto:SARunit@boondocksk9.org
http://www.csar.org/
mailto:TONKALR16@yahoo.com
mailto:davefe@cableone.net
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MICHIGAN  
Cherie Parenteau and K-9 Ronin 
Area II  

 

 
COLORADO 
Ann Wichmann and K-9 Sky 
Area II  

 

 
MICHIGAN  
Kim Veldheer and K-9 Lyra 
Area II  

 
 
MICHIGAN  
Grace Jackson  and K-9 Jax 

Land HRD 

  



	

	

 

NSDA SAR DOG NEWS     December 2016      Page 5 

 

TRAINING NOTES TO THINK ON 
by Sgt. Al McRAE 

Regional Dog Section Supervisor 
Hawkeôs Bay/Eastern District/New Zealand Police 

 
Search dog teams share the same 

problems no matter what 
country they are in.  The 

following is from a training officer 
in New Zealand.  Editor 

 
Life is full of imponderable 

mysteries.  Like, does the reverse side of a paper 

have a reverse side?  Tell a person that there are 
a billon stars and they will believe you.  Tell 
someone that the paint is wet - why do they just 

have to touch it to check?  Should Vegans eat 
Animal Crackers?  If someone with multiple 
personalities threatens to kill himself or herself, is 

that a hostage situation? 
 

For dog trainers it is around óWhen training, how 
much comes down to the Dog and how much the 
Handlerô.  Now sometimes the answer to this part 

is pretty obvious ï other times ï not so much so.   
 
For civilian handlers, there 

tends to be a strong 
emotional bond between 
their dog and themselves.  

They donôt just think that 
their dog will be the 
greatest SAR privately 

owned canine locater 
machine ï they know it.  
For some funny reason, 

most do not take kin dly to 
the suggestion that , in the world of SAR, their 

wonder hound is an oxygen thief.  Some dogs will 
show promise to begin with - but just never 
progress on sufficiently to qualify.  

 
When there are problems, the Instructor and or 
the Assessor*  have to ask themselves the great 

question ï óIs it the dog or the handler who 

should be put out of their misery ?ô  There are 

often times when the answer is not obvious.   
Even a great handler will struggle if the d og is not 
supplying the required information.  

 
Unfortunately however, it can be due to what the 
handler is (or is not) doing.  An instructor only 

sees a Dog Team for a short period of time.  They 
can give instruction or advice, but that is not 
always followed.  Often even a new handler 

knows considerably more than some instructor 
who has been successfully training dogs for 
years.  Cruise the Internet for long enough and a 

person can always find an óexpertô who has a 
point of view, if not the same; can be molded to 
the handlers own ideas on how to train.  

 
There is possibly not an Instructor around who 

has not seen a great dog stuffed up* *  by a 
handler who did not, or could not , listen.   
 

The sad thing though, is that there are also a 
number of people who w ill never successfully 
train a dog to any great level  simply because they 

do not have it in them.  The worst thing about 
this group is that they often are great team 
members who try so hard but , even if they do 

manage to qualify, will never progress to being 
anything other than spectacularly average at the 
best. 

 
There is also, of course, the group that it is 
always the dogôs fault.  Perhaps those pointing 

the finger at a dog should check their h and as 
they will see that , although one finger is in the 
dogôs direction, three more are pointing back.  

 
It is one thing to know the age old Training 

formula: 
 

Command ï Action ï Praise ï Repetition 

Or 

Command ï Action ï Correction ï Praise ï 

Repetition 

 
  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Map+of+new+Zealand&view=detailv2&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L4&id=F3FE807F87271C1DB2F35CF85AA22A0D9BF3F44C&selectedIndex=65&ccid=t2UisALc&simid=608042584405444066&thid=OIP.Mb76522b002dc386ee14d5a46f193ce6eo0
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The problem can be simply that the handler 
cannot for the life of them, read the dog to 

understand what the d og is conveying in its body 
language.  Confusion on a massive scale will then 
prevail for both dog and h andler and a downward 

spiral is almost a given. 
 
So yes, when there are problems, the first thing a 

trainer will ask themselves is that age old 
question ï Dog or Handler?  Sometimes 
unfortunately, it may take a couple of d ogs before 

the answer becomes clearer.  The tragedy is that 
good dogs can be wasted in the meantime.  
Likewise, handlers can waste a couple of years of 

their life with a product that will never reach the 
required standard.   

 
In either case, an open and frank discussion has 
to be had.  Either way, hurt feelings, tears, and 

dummy spits* **  are often the result.  Sad, 
because so often these people are great SAR 
members. 

 
It is of interest though that , within the SAR 
Search Dogs in this country, there appears to be 

less of this sort of reaction.  Perhaps the 
Instructors ar e using bigger mirrors for the 
handlers to look into now.   

 
Therefore, no ï not every dog will make it as a 
SAR dog and sorry ï not every handler will be 

Operational. 
 
Guess it is like the fact that light travels so much 

faster than sound ï probably why some appear so 
bright - until they speak (or bark)é 

 
Last question to ponder ï if it is zero degrees 
today and itôs going to be twice as cold tomorrow 

ï how cold is it going to be? 
 

Translation:  New Zealand to American 
terminology 
 

* Assessor:   Testing Evaluator 

**stuffed up: Australian informal word. A bad 
mistake, or something that has been done 
very badly 

 
*** dummy  spit : The act of overreacting (as an 

adult) to a situa tion childishly, in an angry or 
frustrated manner.  

 
 

A ñNewò THREAT TO OUR PETS 

    By Susan Bulanda 

 
 There is a ñnewò threat that  
dog owners have to watch out 
for:  Asian Lady Bugs!  These 

beetles are yellow vs. the red 
of the American Lady Bug.  

They also bite.  There have been cases where 

dogs were foaming at the mo uth, drooling, 
lethargic and refused to eat.  Upon examination, 
the dogôs owner and/or veterinarian found Asian 

Lady Bugs in the dogôs mouth.  
 
Apparently Asian Lady Bugs give off a toxin that 

causes a chemical burn in the dogôs mouth.  
There are certain times of the year that Lady 
Bugs seem to invade homes and some dogs try to 

eat them.  
 
As a general rule, if there is an infestation of bugs 

in a home, a pet owner, both dog and cats, 
should watch carefully to make sure that their pet 

is not eating the bugs.  My own dog became sick 
after eating a large number of stink bugs. 
Fortunately, he only vomited and as a result  of 

the experience never ate a stink bug again.  
 
http://theb ark.com/content/dogs -mouths-

damaged-
ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_ca
mpaign=16b764efae-

BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_t
erm=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-
78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f

027 
  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=asian+lady+ug&view=detailv2&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L4&id=B6995F0444BD0C628B8D1E3A20CB4C1BCAC99577&selectedIndex=0&ccid=xK6DNc9e&simid=608052200827783968&thid=OIP.Mc4ae8335cf5e6b76acd38f37bd531617o0
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/dummy#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/spit#English
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
http://thebark.com/content/dogs-mouths-damaged-ladybugs?utm_source=Bark+Newsletter&utm_campaign=16b764efae-BarkNews_11162016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e8c8dbbec1-16b764efae-78310125&mc_cid=16b764efae&mc_eid=7a6c42f027
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A CAUTIONARY TALE  

Slicing an onion to put 

onto a hamburger 

brought on disaster 

when I dropped the 

slice.  A black blur 

(black lab) flashed by and caught the slice before 

it hit the floor.  (Mildly concerned, I looked up 

onions and canines on the internet to discover 

warning that onions contain an enzyme which 

canines canôt digest, which in turn can cause the 

red blood cells to burst).  

I contacted the vet and went in on emergency.   

Vet ran blood chemistry tests but didnôt want to 

induce vomiting because that can bring on 

serious issues and my description of the amount 

of onion consumed didnôt seem significant (at the 

time).  

Two days later, retests showed the damage had 

begun.  Red blood cell (and white cell) counts 

were down, reds down substantially.  Food was 

passing through the digestive system mostly 

unabsorbed.  Weight loss started (within a few 

days her weight went down six pounds from 51 

pounds original). 

The dog was prescribed a special diet including 

probiotics.  The passing of food slowed but the 

weight continued to drop (now down eleven 

pounds).  New tests indicated red and white cell 

count was still very low but also ñjuvenileò red 

blood cells were present in significant amounts 

(indicating reds were being replaced).  

Six weeks (and $700) into the problem, her 

weight continued to drop so the prescription food 

intake was doubled from two cups to four cups 

twice daily and probiotics continued.  After three 

weeks on this diet modification, her weight has 

increased ½ pound.  New tests indicate blood 

chemistry nearly normal with red blood cell count 

restored but whites still low.  Ribs and other 

bones are visually protruding and her appearance 

looks awful-this on a long hair English Lab.  She is 

likely to remain on probiotics and special diet 

indefinitely.  When the probiotics were stopped, 

her amount of food discharged increased within a 

couple days, went back to ñnormalò when 

probiotics were resumed. 

Throughout this ordeal her energy seemed 

normal with  high play (and especially food) drive.  

I donôt know what is to come but I think itôs time 

to let others know about this danger.  I no longer 

have onion in my house BTW. 

There has been a toll taken on my dog that I 

can't express. I can sense it; I just know it has 

happened.  Prayers for my K-9 gratefully  

accepted. Richard Brooker c/o K9_Specialty  
 

For garlic and onion vs. red blood cells see the 

following article  
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/circulator

y_system/anemia/overview_of_anemia.html#v32
56907 
 

"Good Samaritan" Laws - 
 

Laws stating that an individual cannot be held 
liable for injuries/damages resulting from trying to 
help someone in need, only protect persons who 

accidentally encounter someone needing 
assistance, not when involved in an official rescue 
effort.  
 

"SAR personnel lose this statu s when they 
volunteer their time and efforts as part of a 

planned response.. . If the SAR person 
breaches that duty, he/she can be held 
personally liable for civil damages. ò  
 

Dogs on a search should be qualified search dogs, 
as their handlers could be held liable for the dog's 

performance, or lack thereof.   Current 
certification is the dog handler's best protection if 
called to testify in court.  
 

For the full article, see the website for Peace River K9 
Search and Rescue at www.prsar.org/legalities.html   

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=slicing+onion&view=detailv2&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L4&id=104FD3B9B084660D3A20472662D8DFCD40A30FF5&selectedIndex=1&ccid=nIfwC9wt&simid=608055361935313061&thid=OIP.M9c87f00bdc2d4c806ce8266f5955d5f9o0
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/circulatory_system/anemia/overview_of_anemia.html#v3256907
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/circulatory_system/anemia/overview_of_anemia.html#v3256907
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/circulatory_system/anemia/overview_of_anemia.html#v3256907
http://www.prsar.org/legalities.html
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TN K-9s SEARCH AFTER WILDFIRE 
By Sue Wolff 

On Thursday, December 1, 2016, Tennessee Special Response 

Team-A (TN SRTA) handlers and Human Remains Detection 
(HRD) K-9s were requested by the Tennessee Fire Marshalôs 
Arson Investigations to search for missing persons in the 

aftermath of the wildfires in Sevier County, Tennessee.  The fire 
started Monday, November 28, 2016, and burned over 17,000 
acres, some of which were in the Great Smokey Mountains 

National Park. 

Handler Roy Ferguson and K-9 Apache, Handler Art Wolff and K-

9 Qahtahna, Handler Terry Camp and K-9 Nala, Handler Vicky 
Flowers and K-9 Ammo, Janet Wolff and Brad Hicks reported to 
the Command Post to receive their assigned search area.  They 

were searching for the remains of a specific individual as a result 
of a received lead.  K-9 Apache was first to alert on human 
remains in the rubble in the house with confirmations by the 

other K-9s present.  The remains have been identified as those 
of Bradley Phillips. 

Gatlinburg TN Wildfire  

The fires that reached Gatlinburg 
began days earlier on a trail in the 

mountains ten (10)  miles south of 
the city.  Strong winds that began 
Sunday helped the fire spread into 

the Gatlinburg area on Monday.  
Some flames were sparked by 
power lines that fell in heavy 

winds.  Investigators believe the 
trail fire was "h uman caused," 
without offering further 

information.  The cause is still 
under investigation.   The United 
States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (BATFE) is 
on-scene. 

photo:  pigeonforgetnguide.com      
 

Property owners were allowed back into most parts of the 
county and the City of Gatlinburg on December 2.  14,000 

residents and tourists were evacuated from the area on  
November 28.   Residents had to pass through a checkpoint 

 

 

 

DOLLY PARTON  

AIDS TN FIRE VICTIMS 
 
Dolly Parton, the singer-actress who 
owns the Dollywood theme park in 

Pigeon Forge, 
said she is 
creating a My 

People fund 
for area 
families 

affected by 
the fires.  The 
fire burned in 

parts of the 
Pigeon Forge 
area although 

her 
Dollywood 
theme park was not damaged. 

 
"I've always believed charity begins 

at home and my home is some 
place special," she said in a video 

message released  
November 30.  "We want to provide 
a hand up to those families who 

have lost everything in the fires. I 
know it has been a trying time for 
my people and this assistance will 

help get them back on their feet."  
 

Anyone who would like to contribute 
to the My People Fund may visit 
dollywood-foundation.org  

Sources:  CNN.com, Newport Plain Talk 

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Pigeon+Forge+TN+Cabin+Fire&view=detailv2&&id=E89DFA29F7D813B482137DA049E41EFC3CB123F4&selectedIndex=11&ccid=Z9MNhSR0&simid=608032907835541903&thid=OIP.M67d30d852474bf758a3df9ea71b33ae2o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Dolly+Parton&view=detailv2&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L4&id=47073A1C2D809DE6070D3B3F9DF8F119FE86D51A&selectedIndex=8&ccid=An/ZizOw&simid=608006502372279188&thid=OIP.M027fd98b33b00be1299c3bbea02e3395o1
http://www.dollywood-foundation.org/
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and must show some proof of ownership or 
residency. 

The fires were located in the eastern part of 
Tennessee in the area indicated on the map 
below.  Tennessee and North Carolina meet in the 

Great Smokey Mountains National Park adjacent to 
Gatlinburg. 

 

 

 

 
As of December 5, 2016, 1,684 structures were 
damaged in the fire.  The Gatlinburg Mayorôs 
house was among those destroyed. 

 

Pigeon Forge, TN, Cabin Fire 

photo: pigeonforgetnguide.com 

 

But the area, which depends mainly on tourism for 
income, is not daunted by these disasters.  In 

Pigeon Forge, the Comedy House rented an 
electronic billboard message that said it was open 

for laughs and a flyer at a local hotel urged guests 
to check out the scenic Cades Cove loop. 

Dollywood, the amusement park named after 

country music legend and TN native Dolly Parton, 
reopened after it was spared  any damage.  Most 
Gatlinburg business opened on Friday, December 

9 and almost all roads in the area were open to 
traffic.  Some trails in the Smokey Mountains 
National Park were still closed. 

 

 

 

 

Space Needle, Downtown Gatlinburg, TN, 

11-28-16 

 

 photo:  darkroom.baltimoresun.com 

  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Sevier+County+TN+outline&view=detailv2&&id=7718574198CAF3846AB6C786ED544EF2815ED47E&selectedIndex=0&ccid=QjNwFa+k&simid=608004402132814373&thid=OIP.M42337015afa418a626dbb425aa057958o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Pigeon+Forge+TN+Cabin+Fire&view=detailv2&&id=E89DFA29F7D813B48213EB6CB2781CE69DE92E79&selectedIndex=0&ccid=mCQ8K4pw&simid=608014302030400805&thid=OIP.M98243c2b8a70b390f10b15cb057ec426H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Gatlinburg+TN+Fire+Nov+28,+2016&view=detailv2&&id=46B28CB29EB5DBD01EDD6D83134AA2E7D1CDE2E6&selectedIndex=1&ccid=k3jgP3Tu&simid=160365940632&thid=OIF.LsfsInJ0dqIzWohz2but7Q
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Red+Fire+Flames+Cartoon&view=detailv2&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L4&id=F7C3EA241A44F4E8374F6A094A3AA21FC2A29DEB&selectedIndex=2&ccid=GHgOSrPn&simid=608026499743875701&thid=OIP.M18780e4ab3e7fa1007ec9305e50a78e0o0
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GATLINBURG, TN, WILDFIRE UPDATE 

Started by t eens toying with matches  

 

Two boys, ages 17 and 15, have been charged 
in Sevier County, TN, Juvenile Court with 

aggravated arson in the November 28 wildfires.  
The fires shut down the city of Gatlinburg at the 
height of its winter tourism season , damaged or 

destroyed more than 2,400 homes and 
businesses and killed fourteen (14) people .   
 

Sources familiar with the teenagers and the 
investigation, but not authorized to speak publicly 
about the case, say the two boys are friends and 

live in Anderson County, TN.  The boys were 
hiking on the Chimney Tops trail in the park on 
November 23 and tossing lit matches onto the 

ground around the trail,  according to these 
sources. A hiker accidentally captured an image 

of the boys walking away from the tra il with 
smoke in the background and the teenagers' 
clothing helped authorities identify them, sources  

said. 

The two teenôs charges of aggravated arson are 

not a qualifying offense that would allow a judge 
to transfer the 15 -year-old to be tried as an adult 
in Criminal Court.  Under TN state law, 

prosecutors can seek to transfer defendants 
under the age of 16 to adult court only if they are 
charged with a set list of the most heinous 

crimes, including murder, rape, robbery and 
kidnapping.  But the law allows a 17 -year-old 
defendant to be tried as an adult for any crime if 

prosecutors can convince a Juvenile Court judge 
to grant the transfer . 

.

 

Fourth Judicial District 

Attorney General Jimmy 
Dunn, whose jurisdiction 
includes Sevier County, 

Dunn said at a news 
conference that 
"additional charges are 

being considered and all 
options are on the table, 
including transfer of 

these juveniles to adult 
Criminal Court."  

The boys are not 
charged in the fire 

deaths but aggravated arson is a crime for which 

a charge of felony murder ð a death that results 
from the commission of certain felonies -- can be 
legally supported.  If Dunn seeks felony murder 

charges, the 15-year-old boy would then qualify 
to be considered for trial as an adult.  

The teenagers remain in juvenile detention in 
Sevier County, Tennessee. 

Source:    tennesean.com 
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